
 

 
 
 
 

SAN FERNANDO CITY COUNCIL 
 

AGENDA 
 
 

 
 

JULY 19, 2010 - 6:00 P.M. 
 

CITY COUNCIL CHAMBER 
117 MACNEIL STREET 

SAN FERNANDO, CA  91340 
 
 

 
CALL TO ORDER/ROLL CALL 
 
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 
Mayor Mario F. Hernández  
 
 
INVOCATION 
 
 
APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
 
 
PUBLIC STATEMENTS – WRITTEN/ORAL 
 
There will be a three (3) minute limitation per each member of the audience who wishes to make 
comments in order to provide a full opportunity to every person who desires to address the City 
Council. 
 
 
CONSENT CALENDAR 
 
Items on the Consent Calendar are considered routine and may be disposed of by a single motion 
to adopt staff recommendation.  If the City Council wishes to discuss any item, it should first be 
removed from the Consent Calendar. 
 
 

City Council: 
Mayor Mario F. Hernández  
Mayor Pro Tem Brenda Esqueda  
Councilmember Ernesto Rubio Hernández  
Councilmember Maribel De La Torre 
Councilmember Steven Veres 
 
City Administrator: 
Robert R. Ordelheide 
 

Addendum No. 1 
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SAN FERNANDO CITY COUNCIL 
AGENDA – July 19, 2010 
Page 2 
 
 
1) APPROVAL OF MINUTES OF: 
 
 a) June 30, 2010 – Special Meeting 
 b) July 6, 2010 – Regular Meeting 
 
2) APPROVAL OF WARRANT REGISTER NO. 10-072 
 
3) APPROVAL OF EMPLOYMENT AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE CITY AND 

MARCO ANTONIO RUELAS, ACTING CHIEF OF POLICE 
 
 Recommend that the City Council approve an Employment Agreement between the City 

of San Fernando and Marco Antonio Ruelas, in order to provide that Ruelas serve as 
Acting Police Chief and receive a commensurate increase in salary, from July 31, 2010 
through June 30, 2011. 

 
4) APPROVAL OF EMPLOYMENT AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE CITY AND 

ALFONSO HERNÁNDEZ FOR THE POSITION OF INTERIM CITY 
ADMINISTRATOR  

 
 Recommend that the City Council approve an Employment Agreement between the City 

of San Fernando and Alfonso Hernández, in order to provide that Hernández serve as 
Interim City Administrator, assume the duties of City Administrator and receive a 
commensurate increase in salary, from July 31, 2010 through December 31, 2010. 

 
 

STANDING COMMITTEE UPDATES 
 

No. 1  Budget, Personnel and Finance (BPF) 
  Chair Mario F. Hernández  
 
No. 2  Housing, Community & Economic Development and Parking (HCEP) 
  Chair Maribel De La Torre 
 

 No. 3  Natural Resources, Infrastructure, Water, Energy and Waste Management (NRIW) 
   Chair Steven Veres 
 

No. 4  Public Safety, Veteran Affairs, Technology and Transportation (PVTT) 
  Chair Ernesto Rubio Hernández 
 
No. 5  Education, Parks, Arts, Health and Aging (EPAH) 
  Chair Brenda Esqueda 

 
GENERAL COUNCIL COMMENTS 
 
 
STAFF COMMUNICATION 
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SAN FERNANDO CITY COUNCIL 
AGENDA – July 19, 2010 
Page 3 
 
 
CLOSED SESSION 
 
A) CONFERENCE WITH LEGAL COUNSEL - EXISTING LITIGATION  

(G.C. 54956.9 (a)) 
 

Name of Case:  Anthony Alba v. City of San Fernando 
WCAB Case No.: VNO  0539901 
Claim No.:  20007000SFE 

 
B) CONFERENCE WITH REAL PROPERTY NEGOTIATOR (G.C. 54956.8) 
 

Property:    2040 Glenoaks Blvd. 
City Negotiator:   City Administrator Robert Ordelheide 
Negotiating Parties:   Jim Gortikov 
Under Negotiation:   Price and Terms of Payment 

 
C) CONFERENCE WITH REAL PROPERTY NEGOTIATOR (G.C. 54956.8) 
 

Property:    1320 San Fernando Rd. 
City Negotiator:   City Administrator Robert Ordelheide 
Negotiating Parties:   Gangi Development 
Under Negotiation:   Price and Terms of Payment 
 

D) PUBLIC EMPLOYEE DISCIPLINE/DISMISSAL/RELEASE (G.C. 54957) 
 
 Title: Recreation & Community Services Director 
 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
 
I hereby certify under penalty of perjury under the laws of the State of California that the 
foregoing agenda was posted on the City Hall bulletin board not less than 72 hours prior to the 
meeting. 
 
 
 
Elena G. Chávez, City Clerk 
Signed and Posted:  July 15, 2010 (5:15 p.m.) 
 
 
  
 

Agendas and complete Agenda Packets (including staff reports and exhibits related to each item) are posted on the City’s Internet Web site 
(www.sfcity.org).  These are also available for public reviewing prior to a meeting in the City Clerk’s Office. 

 
Any public writings distributed by the City Council to at least a majority of the Councilmembers regarding any item on this regular meeting agenda will 
also be made available at the City Clerk’s Office at City Hall located at 117 Macneil Street, San Fernando, CA, 91340 during normal business hours.  

In addition, the City may also post such documents on the City’s Web Site at www.sfcity.org. 
 

In accordance with the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990, if you require a disability-related modification/accommodation to attend or participate 
in this meeting, including auxiliary aids or services please call the City Clerk’s Office at (818) 898-1204 at least 48 hours prior to the meeting. 

07/19/2010 CC Meeting Agenda Page 3 of 45



 

07/19/2010 CC Meeting Agenda Page 4 of 45



 
 
 
 

 
San Fernando City Council 

07/19/2010 CC Meeting Agenda Page 5 of 45



 

07/19/2010 CC Meeting Agenda Page 6 of 45



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

1a 
 

07/19/2010 CC Meeting Agenda Page 7 of 45



 

07/19/2010 CC Meeting Agenda Page 8 of 45



SAN FERNANDO CITY COUNCIL 
MINUTES 

 
JUNE 30, 2010 – 6:00 P.M. 

SPECIAL MEETING 
 

City Hall Community Room 
117 Macneil Street 

San Fernando, CA  91340 
 
 
CALL TO ORDER/ROLL CALL 
 
Mayor Mario F. Hernández called the meeting to order at 7:02 p.m.      
 
Present: 
   

Council: Mayor Mario F. Hernández, Mayor Pro Tem Brenda Esqueda, 
Councilmembers Ernesto Rubio Hernández, Maribel De La Torre 
and Steven Veres  

  
Staff: City Administrator Robert R. Ordelheide and City Clerk Elena G. 

Chávez 
 
 
APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
 
Motion by Councilmember E. Hernández, seconded by Councilmember De La Torre, to approve 
the agenda.  By consensus, the motion carried. 
 
 
PUBLIC STATEMENTS – WRITTEN/ORAL 
 
None. 
 
 
RECESS TO CLOSED SESSION (7:02 P.M.) 
 
By consensus, Councilmembers recessed to the following Closed Session, thereafter to adjourn. 
 
A) PUBLIC EMPLOYEE APPOINTMENT (G.C. 54957) 
  

Title:  City Administrator 
 
B) PUBLIC EMPLOYEE APPOINTMENT (G.C. 54957) 
  

Title:  Chief of Police 
 
No reportable action. 
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SAN FERNANDO CITY COUNCIL 
SPECIAL MEETING MINUTES – June 30, 2010 
Page 2 
 
 
 
 
 

I do hereby certify that the foregoing is a true and 
correct copy of the minutes of June 30, 2010 meeting as 
approved by the San Fernando City Council. 
 
____________________________ 
Elena G. Chávez 
City Clerk 
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SAN FERNANDO CITY COUNCIL 
MINUTES 

 
JULY 6, 2010 – 6:00 P.M. 
REGULAR MEETING 

 
City Hall Council Chamber 

117 Macneil Street 
San Fernando, CA  91340 

 
CALL TO ORDER/ROLL CALL 
 
Mayor Mario F. Hernández called the meeting to order at 6:02 p.m.      
 
Present: 
   

Council: Mayor Mario F. Hernández, Mayor Pro Tem Brenda Esqueda, 
Councilmembers Ernesto Rubio Hernández and Maribel De La 
Torre 

  
Staff: City Administrator Robert R. Ordelheide, City Attorney Michael 

Estrada, and City Clerk Elena G. Chávez 
 
Absent:   Councilmember Steven Veres 
 
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE Mayor M. Hernández 
 
 
INVOCATION None 
 
 
APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
 
Motion by Mayor Pro Tem Esqueda, seconded by Councilmember E. Hernández, to approve the 
agenda.  By consensus, the motion carried. 
 
 
PUBLIC STATEMENTS – WRITTEN/ORAL 
 
City Clerk Chávez announced that a letter was received by resident Rachell Briones who 
reported that she is against closing the pool and is in support of the Rattlers Swim Club’s 
proposal to manage and operate the facility.  
 
 
CONSENT CALENDAR 
 
Councilmember De La Torre removed Item No. 3. 

07/19/2010 CC Meeting Agenda Page 13 of 45



SAN FERNANDO CITY COUNCIL 
MINUTES – July 6, 2010 
Page 2 
 
 
Motion by Councilmember De La Torre, seconded by Mayor M. Hernández, to approve the 
following Consent Calendar Items: 
 
1) APPROVAL OF MINUTES OF: 
 
 a) June 21, 2010 – Regular Meeting 
 b) June 26, 2010 – Special Meeting 
 
2) APPROVAL OF WARRANT REGISTER NO. 10-071 
 
4) RESOLUTIONS ADOPTING THE SALARY PLAN AND THE TABLE OF 

ORGANIZATION FOR FISCAL YEAR (FY) 2010-2011 
 
The motion carried with the following vote: 
 
 AYES:  De La Torre, M. Hernández, E. Hernández, Esqueda – 4 
 ABSENT: Veres – 1 
 
Item Removed: 
 
3) ORDINANCE MERGING PROJECT AREA NOS. 1, 2, 3, 3A, AND 4 INTO THE SAN 

FERNANDO MERGED REDEVELOPMENT PROJECT AREA, AND APPROVING 
THE ADOPTING OF AN AMENDED AND RESTATED CONSOLIDATED 
REDEVELOPMENT PLAN FOR PROJECT AREA NO. 1A AND THE SAN 
FERNANDO MERGED REDEVELOPMENT AGENCY PROJECT AREA 

 
Councilmember De La Torre reported that she pulled item No. 3. to recuse herself for the reasons 
articulated at the first reading of the Ordinance (potential conflict due to the property that she 
owns in the proximity of the redevelopment areas). 
 
Motion by Mayor M. Hernández, seconded by E. Hernández, that the City Council rescind the 
motion made on June 21, 2010 adopting Ordinance No. 1600 (second reading), and adopt 
Ordinance No. 1600 (second reading). Title: “An Ordinance of the City Council of the City of 
San Fernando, California, Merging Project Area Nos. 1, 2, 3, 3a and 4 Into the San Fernando 
Merged Redevelopment Project Area, and Approving and Adopting an Amended and Restated 
Consolidated Redevelopment Plan for Project Area No. 1A and the San Fernando Merged 
Redevelopment Project Area.” 
 
The motion carried with the following vote: 
 
 AYES:  M. Hernández, E. Hernández, Esqueda – 3 
 ABSENT: Veres – 1 
 RECUSE: De La Torre – 1 
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SAN FERNANDO CITY COUNCIL 
MINUTES – July 6, 2010 
Page 3 
 
 
PUBLIC HEARING 
 
5) PRESENTATION OF CITY’S FISCAL YEAR (FY) 2010-2011 BUDGET 
 
Mayor M. Hernández declared the Public Hearing open and Finance Manager Al Hernández 
presented the staff report. 
 
Mayor M. Hernández called for public testimony in favor or opposition. 
 
There being no comments, Mayor M. Hernández closed the public comment portion of the 
Hearing. 

 
Staff responded to questions from Councilmembers. 
 
Motion by Councilmember De La Torre, seconded by Mayor Pro Tem Esqueda, to: 
 
 a) Direct staff to make the necessary adjustments (as indicated by Mayor M. Hernández) 

to the to proposed FY 2010-2011 City Budget; 
 

b) Adopt a Resolution approving the final FY 2010-2011 City Budget; and 
 
c) Adopt a Resolution Amending the Position Classification Plan. 
 
AYES:  De La Torre, Esqueda, M. Hernández – 3 
NOES:  E. Hernández – 1 
ABSENT Veres – 1 
 

6) RESOLUTION ADOPTING REVISIONS TO THE FEE AND CHARGE 
STRUCTURES FOR COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT, FINANCE, POLICE, PUBLIC 
WORKS AND RECREATION AND COMMUNITY SERVICES DEPARTMENTS 

 
Mayor M. Hernández declared the Public Hearing open and Finance Manager Al Hernández 
presented the staff report. 
 
Mayor M. Hernández called for public testimony in favor or opposition. 
 
There being no comments, Mayor M. Hernández closed the public comment portion of the 
Hearing. 

 
Staff responded to questions from Councilmembers. 
 
Motion by E. Hernández, seconded by Councilmember De La Torre, to adopt a Resolution 
Establishing Fees and Charges to Defray Costs for Community Development Services; General 
Financial Services; Police; Public Works and Engineering General Services and Equipment 
Usage; and Recreation and Community Service Indoor and Outdoor Facility Rental and Usage.  
The Youth League Field Maintenance Impact Fee should be corrected to read $15.00 for each 
registered player (non-profit youth teams).  By consensus, the motion carried. 
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SAN FERNANDO CITY COUNCIL 
MINUTES – July 6, 2010 
Page 4 
 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
 
7) MEMORANDUM OF AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE CITY AND THE 

FERNANDEÑO TATAVIAM BAND OF MISSION INDIANS 
 
Director of Recreation & Community Services Tom Ristau presented the staff report. 
 
Motion by Mayor Pro Tem Esqueda, seconded by Councilmember E. Hernández, to authorize 
the City Administrator to execute a Memorandum of Agreement between the City and the 
Fernandeño Tataviam Band of Mission Indians.  The motion carried with the following vote: 
 
 AYES:  De La Torre, M. Hernández, E. Hernández, Esqueda – 4 
 ABSENT: Veres – 1 
 
 
CITY COUNCIL ITEMS 

 
8) REQUEST FOR CITY CO-SPONSORSHIP OF THE 2011 SAN FERNANDO 

CENTENNIAL CELEBRATION AND EVENTS  
 
Motion by Mayor Pro Tem Esqueda, seconded by Councilmember De La Torre, to approve the 
City’s Co-Sponsorship of the 2011 San Fernando Centennial Celebration and all events 
associated to the Centennial Celebration (i.e., use of the City’s Seal; allocation of Department 
staff hours to assist with the planning and logistics; placement of street banners and posters 
throughout the City; use of the City cable show for education and promotion purposes; use of the 
City’s traffic display; use of City facilities for parade committee meetings; and any other 
resources that may be needed during the course of the planning and execution of the Centennial 
Celebration).  The motion carried with the following vote: 
 
 AYES:  Esqueda, De La Torre, M. Hernández, E. Hernández – 4 
 ABSENT: Veres – 1 
 

 
STANDING COMMITTEE UPDATES 
 
 No. 1 Budget, Personnel and Finance (BPF) 
 
Mayor M. Hernández – the committee will meet tomorrow (scheduled on the agenda: the 
Rattler’s Swim Club proposal and the vendor detail regarding the Arizona Immigration Law). 
 

No. 2  Housing, Community & Economic Development and Parking (HCEP) 
 
Councilmember De La Torre – no update.  
 
 No. 3  Natural Resources, Infrastructure, Water, Energy and Waste Management (NRIW) 
  
Councilmember Veres – no update. 
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SAN FERNANDO CITY COUNCIL 
MINUTES – July 6, 2010 
Page 5 
 
 

No. 4  Public Safety, Veteran Affairs, Technology and Transportation (PVTT) 
 
Councilmember E. Hernández – no update. 

 
No. 5  Education, Parks, Arts, Health and Aging (EPAH) 
 

Mayor Pro Tem Esqueda – the committee will begin working on a standard Memorandum of 
Agreement. 
 
 
GENERAL COUNCIL COMMENTS 
 
Councilmember De La Torre thanked Mayor Pro Tem Esqueda for her work on the 4th of July 
event including seeking the funding.  She reported that the turnout was great. 
 
Councilmember E. Hernández also commended staff and everyone involved in putting together 
the 4th of July event.   
 
Mayor Prom Tem Esqueda thanked everyone that helped make the 4th of July event a great 
success.  
 
Mayor M. Hernández thanked all of the 4th of July sponsors and employees. 
 
 
STAFF COMMUNICATION 
 
Mr. Ruiz reported that Councilmember Veres had requested to agendize Project Water Nitrate 
Treatment on the next NRIW agenda.  There being no objections, the item will be added. 
 
Mayor Pro Tem Esqueda asked to add parks programming to the next NRIW agenda.  There 
being no objections, the item will be added. 
 
 
RECESS TO CLOSED SESSION ( 6:48 P.M.) 
 
By consensus, Councilmembers recessed to the following Closed Session, thereafter to adjourn 
in memory of Matthew Butcher.   
 
CONFERENCE WITH REAL PROPERTY NEGOTIATOR (G.C. 54956.8) 
 
Property:    2040 Glenoaks Blvd. 
City Negotiator:   City Administrator Robert Ordelheide 
Negotiating Parties:   Jim Gortikov 
Under Negotiation:   Price and Terms of Payment 
 
No reportable action. 
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I do hereby certify that the foregoing is a true and 
correct copy of the minutes of July 6, 2010 meeting as 
approved by the San Fernando City Council. 
 
____________________________ 
Elena G. Chávez 
City Clerk 
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FINANCE DEPARTMENT 
 
 

MEMORANDUM 
 

 
 

TO:  Mayor Mario F Hernández and Councilmembers 
 
FROM: Robert R. Ordelheide, City Administrator 
  By: Al Hernández, Finance Manager/Deputy Finance Director 
 
DATE: July 19, 2010 
 
SUBJECT: Warrant Register 
 
 
 
RECOMMENDATION: 
 
It is recommended that the City Council approve the attached Warrant Register. 
 
 
BACKGROUND: 
 
For each City Council meeting the Finance Department prepares a Warrant Register for Council 
approval.  The Register includes all recommended payments for the City and Redevelopment 
Agency.  The Agency warrants are also reflected on the Agency Consent Calendar to reimburse 
the City for expenses included on the City’s Register.  Checks, other than handwritten checks, 
generally are not released until after the Council approves the Register.  The exceptions are for 
early releases to avoid penalties and interest, excessive delays and in all other circumstances 
favorable to the City to do so.  Handwritten checks are those payments required to be issued 
between Council meetings such as insurance premiums and tax deposits.  Staff reviews requests 
for expenditures for budgetary approval and then prepares a Warrant Register for Council 
approval and or ratification.  Items such as payroll withholding tax deposits do not require 
budget approval. 
 
The Deputy Finance Director hereby certifies that all requests for expenditures have been signed 
by the department head, or designee, receiving the merchandise or services thereby stating that 
the items or services have been received and that the resulting expenditure is appropriate.  The 
Deputy Finance Director hereby certifies that each warrant has been reviewed for completeness 
and that sufficient funds are available for payment of the warrant register. 
 
 
ATTACHMENT: 
 
A.  Warrant Register Resolution 
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 RESOLUTION NO.  10-072 
 
 

RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
SAN FERNANDO ALLOWING AND APPROVING FOR 
PAYMENT DEMANDS PRESENTED ON DEMAND/ 
WARRANT REGISTER NO.  10-072 
 

 
THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF SAN FERNANDO DOES HEREBY RESOLVE, 
FIND, DETERMINE AND ORDER AS FOLLOWS: 
 

1.  That the demands (EXHIBIT “A”) as presented, having been duly audited, for 
completeness, are hereby allowed and approved for payment in the amounts as shown to designated 
payees and charged to the appropriate funds as indicated. 
 

2.  That the City Clerk shall certify to the adoption of this Resolution and deliver it to the 
City Treasurer. 
 
PASSED, APPROVED, AND ADOPTED this 19th day of July, 2010. 
 
  
                 

Mario F. Hernández, Mayor       
ATTEST: 
 
 
 
      
Elena G. Chávez, City Clerk 
 
 
STATE OF CALIFORNIA  ) 
COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES ) ss 
CITY OF SAN FERNANDO ) 
 

I HEREBY CERTIFY that the foregoing Resolution was approved and adopted at a regular 
meeting of the City Council held on the 19th day of July, 2010, by the following vote to wit: 

 
AYES: 
 
NOES: 
 
ABSENT: 
 
 

      
Elena G. Chávez, City Clerk 

ATTACHMENT “A” 
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OFFICE OF THE CITY ATTORNEY 
 
 

MEMORANDUM 
 
 
TO:  Mayor Mario F. Hernández and Councilmembers 
 
FROM: Michael Estrada, City Attorney 
 
DATE: July 19, 2010 
 
SUBJECT: Approval of Employment Agreement Between the City and Marco Antonio 

Ruelas, Acting Chief Of Police  
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
RECOMMENDATION: 
 
It is recommended that the City Council approve an Employment Agreement (Attachment “A”) 
between the City of San Fernando and Marco Antonio Ruelas (Ruelas), in order to provide that 
Ruelas serve as Acting Police Chief, assume the duties of Police Chief and receive a 
commensurate increase in salary, from July 31, 2010 through June 30, 2011.  
 
 
BACKGROUND: 
 
1. On July 30, 2010, the position of Police Chief will become vacant due to the pending 

retirement of Interim City Administrator/Police Chief Robert Ordelheide.   
 
2. On June 30, 2010, the City Council appointed Police Lieutenant Marco Antonio “Tony” 

Ruelas as Acting Police Chief, subject to approval of an employment agreement.   
 
 
ANALYSIS: 
 
As a result of the City Council’s appointment and Ruelas’ acceptance of that appointment under 
the terms and conditions set out by the parties, the City Attorney’s Office has prepared the 
attached Employment Agreement in order to memorialize the understanding between the parties.   
 
 
BUDGET IMPACT:   
 
None. The increase in salary for Ruelas will be covered through the General Fund from the 
vacant position of Police Chief.   
 
 
ATTACHMENT:  
A. Employment Agreement  
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ACTING POLICE CHIEF 
 

EMPLOYMENT AGREEMENT 
 

This employment agreement (“Agreement”) is dated July 19, 2010, and is between the 
City of San Fernando (“City”) and Marco Antonio Ruelas (“Ruelas”). 

 
A. City desires to designate Ruelas as the Acting Police Chief for a limited term, in 

accordance with the provisions of this Agreement. 

B. Ruelas, currently a Lieutenant with the San Fernando Police Department, agrees 
to serve as Acting Police Chief.  

 
The parties therefore agree as follows: 

 
1. Term of Employment.  Subject to earlier termination as provided for in this 

Agreement, Ruelas shall be designated as Acting Police Chief for a term beginning July 31, 2010 
and ending on June 30, 2011. 

2. Duties and Authority.  As Acting Police Chief, Ruelas shall be vested with full 
power and authority to manage and conduct all the business of the Police Department as is 
provided for by the San Fernando City Code and other applicable statutory provisions, and to 
perform such other legally permissible duties and functions as the City Council may from time to 
time assign. 

3. Salary.  During the term of this Agreement, City agrees to pay Ruelas a base 
monthly salary of Twelve Thousand Dollars ($12,000).  Unless expressly approved by the City 
Council, Ruelas shall not be entitled to salary increases. 

4. Additional Benefits.  In addition to salary, Ruelas shall receive the following: 

a. Continuation of the use of a police vehicle for City and police-related 
purposes and/or for commuting between the Police Department, City Hall and his place of 
residence, which Ruelas now receives as a Lieutenant in the San Fernando Police Department. 

b. Continuation of all medical insurance, life insurance, disability insurance 
and PERS retirement benefits; annual leave; management leave, and paid holidays; and uniform 
allowance, as set forth in the Police Management Group MOU, which Ruelas now receives as a 
Lieutenant in the San Fernando Police Department.   

c. The ability to work on a 9/80 schedule when feasible and subject to the 
City Administrator’s approval. 

5. Termination or Resignation.  City may terminate this Agreement at any time, with 
or without cause, upon three (3) days written notice.  Ruelas may terminate this Agreement by 
giving City thirty (30) days’ prior written notice of resignation.  In the event of such termination 
or resignation, Ruelas shall be entitled to resume his duties as Lieutenant.   

6. City Council Approval.  This Agreement shall be of no force and effect unless or 
until approved by the City Council. 

 

ATTACHMENT “A” 
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7. General Provisions.   

a. This Agreement constitutes a single integrated contract expressing the 
entire agreement of the parties thereto.  There are no other agreements, written or oral, express or 
implied, between Ruelas and City, except those set forth in this Agreement. 

b. If any provision, or any portion hereof, contained in this Agreement, is 
held to be unconstitutional, invalid, or unenforceable, the remainder of this Agreement, or 
portion thereof, shall be deemed severable and shall not be affected and remain in full force and 
effect. 

c. This Agreement may be executed in any number of counterparts, each of 
which shall be deemed an original, but all of which when taken together shall constitute one and 
the same instrument. 

d. This Agreement is executed and delivered in the State of California and 
the rights and obligations of the parties herein shall be construed and enforced in accordance 
with the laws of the State of California. 

e. In the event of any inconsistencies between this Agreement and the rules, 
polices and regulations of City, this Agreement shall govern. 

f. This Agreement shall not be amended, modified or supplemented in any 
respect except by written agreement by Ruelas and City. 

g. This Agreement shall not be construed against any one party, but shall be 
construed as if jointly prepared by Ruelas and City.  Any uncertainty or ambiguity shall not be 
construed against any one party. 

h. Ruelas acknowledges that he has been provided the opportunity to be 
represented by independent counsel of his choice throughout all negotiations preceding this 
Agreement and that he has determined not to consult with an attorney regarding this Agreement.   
 

The parties are signing this Agreement on the date stated in the introductory clause. 
 

 
CITY OF SAN FERNANDO 
 
 
______________________________  ______________________________ 
Mario F. Hernández, Mayor    Marco Antonio Ruelas 
 
 
 
APPROVED AS TO FORM:    ATTEST: 
 
 
______________________________  ______________________________ 
Michael Estrada, City Attorney   Elena G. Chávez, City Clerk 
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OFFICE OF THE CITY ATTORNEY 
 
 

MEMORANDUM 
 
 
TO:  Mayor Mario F. Hernández and Councilmembers 
 
FROM: Michael Estrada, City Attorney 
 
DATE: July 19, 2010 
 
SUBJECT: Approval of Employment Agreement Between the City and Alfonso Hernández 

for the Position of Interim City Administrator  
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
RECOMMENDATION: 
 
It is recommended that the City Council approve an Employment Agreement (Attachment “A”) 
between the City of San Fernando and Alfonso Hernández (Hernández), in order to provide that 
Hernández serve as Interim City Administrator, assume the duties of City Administrator and 
receive a commensurate increase in salary, from July 31, 2010 through December 31, 2010.  
 
 
BACKGROUND: 
 
1. On July 30, 2010, the position of City Administrator will become vacant due to the pending 

retirement of Interim City Administrator/Police Chief Robert Ordelheide.   
 
2. On June 30, 2010, the City Council appointed Finance Manager Hernández as Interim City 

Administrator, subject to approval of an employment agreement.   
 
 
ANALYSIS:  
 
As a result of the City Council’s appointment and Hernández’ acceptance of that appointment 
under the terms and conditions set out by the parties, the City Attorney’s Office has prepared the 
attached Employment Agreement in order to memorialize the understanding between the parties.  
Mr. Hernandez will continue to serve as Finance Manager, in addition to serving as Interim City 
Administrator. 
 
 
BUDGET IMPACT:   
 
None.  The increase in salary for Hernández will be covered through the General Fund from the 
vacant position of the City Administrator.   
 
 
ATTACHMENT:  
A. Employment Agreement  
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INTERIM CITY ADMINISTRATOR 
 

EMPLOYMENT AGREEMENT 
 

This employment agreement (“Agreement”) is dated July 19, 2010, and is between the 
City of San Fernando (“City”) and Alfonso Hernández (“Hernández”). 
 

A. The City desires to designate Hernández as the Interim City Administrator for a 
limited time in accordance with the provisions of this Agreement. 

B. Hernández, presently the Finance Manager of the City of San Fernando, agrees to 
serve as the Interim City Administrator. 

The parties therefore agree as follows: 
 

1. General.  As Interim City Administrator, Hernández shall perform the functions 
and duties specified in Division 2 of Article III of Chapter 2 of the San Fernando City Code and 
such other legally permissible duties and functions as the City Council may from time to time 
assign.    

2. Term.  The term of this Agreement shall be at-will, commencing on July 31, 2010 
and ending on December 31, 2010. 

3. Continued Service as Finance Manager.  During the term of this Agreement, 
Hernández shall continue to perform  his duties as Finance Manager of the City of San Fernando, 
and shall continue to recieve all compensation and benefits to which he is entitled as Finance 
Manager. 

4. Termination or Resignation.  City may terminate this Agreement at any time, with 
or without cause, upon three (3) days written notice.  Hernández may terminate this Agreement 
by providing City with thirty (30) days’ prior written notice of resignation.  In the event of such 
termination or resignation, Hernández shall be entitled to continue his duties as Finance 
Manager. 
 

5. Compensation.  City agrees to pay Hernández, for his services rendered pursuant 
hereto, a weekly compensation of One Thousand Two Hundred Fifty Dollars ($1,250) for a 
maximum of twenty-two (22) weeks following the commencement date of this Agreement and 
payable in installments at the same time other City employees are paid. 
 

6. Hours of Work.  The Interim City Administrator’s schedule of work each day and 
week shall vary in accordance with the work required to be performed. 
 

7. Other Terms and Conditions of Employment.  The City Council may fix any such 
other terms and conditions of employment as it may determine from time to time, relating to the 
performance of Hernández, provided such terms and conditions are not inconsistent with or in 
conflict with the provisions of this Agreement or the general laws of the City. 
 
 
 

ATTACHMENT “A” 
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8. General Provisions. 
 

a. This Agreement constitutes a single integrated contract expressing the 
entire agreement of the parties thereto.  There are no other agreements, written or oral, express or 
implied, between Hernández and the City, except the agreements set forth in this Agreement. 

b. If any provision, or any portion hereof, contained in this Agreement, is 
held to be unconstitutional, invalid, or unenforceable, the remainder of this Agreement, or 
portion thereof, shall be deemed severable and shall not be affected and remain in full force and 
effect. 

c. This Agreement may be executed in any number of counterparts, each of 
which shall be deemed an original, but all of which when taken together shall constitute one and 
the same instrument. 

d. This Agreement is executed and delivered in the State of California and 
the rights and obligations of the parties herein shall be  construed and enforced in accordance 
with the laws of the State of California. 

e. In the event of any inconsistencies between the rules, policies and 
regulations of the City, this Agreement shall govern. 

f. This Agreement cannot be amended, modified or supplemented in any 
respect except by written agreement entered into by Hernández and City. 

g. This Agreement shall not be construed against any one party, but shall be 
construed as if jointly prepared by Hernández and City.  Any uncertainty or ambiguity shall not 
be construed against any one party. 

h. Hernández acknowledges that he has been provided the opportunity to be  
represented by independent counsel of his choice throughout all negotiations preceding this 
Agreement and that he has determined not to consult with an attorney regarding this Agreement.   

 
The parties are signing this Agreement on the date stated in the introductory clause. 
 

 
CITY OF SAN FERNANDO     
 
 
______________________________  ______________________________ 
Mario F. Hernández, Mayor    Alfonso Hernández  
 
 
APPROVED AS TO FORM:    ATTEST: 
 
 
______________________________  ______________________________ 
Michael Estrada, City Attorney   Elena G. Chávez, City Clerk  
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