
 
  Mayor Antonio Lopez • Mayor Pro Tem Sylvia Ballin 

Councilmember Jesse H. Avila • Councilmember Joel Fajardo • Councilmember Robert C. Gonzales 
Interim City Manager Fred Ramirez  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
CALL TO ORDER/ROLL CALL 
 
 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 

Mayor Antonio Lopez  
 
 

PRESENTATION 
 

a) PERFORMANCE BY THE KADIMA CONSERVATORY OF MUSIC (YOUTH MUSIC EDUCATION 
GROUP) 

 
 

APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
 
 

PUBLIC STATEMENTS – WRITTEN/ORAL 
 

There will be a three (3) minute limitation per each member of the audience who wishes to 
make comments in order to provide a full opportunity to every person who desires to address 
the City Council. 
 
 

CONSENT CALENDAR 
 

Items on the Consent Calendar are considered routine and may be disposed of by a single 
motion to adopt staff recommendation.  If the City Council wishes to discuss any item, it should 
first be removed from the Consent Calendar. 
 

1) REQUEST TO APPROVE MINUTES OF: 
  

a) FEBRUARY 3, 2014 – REGULAR MEETING 
b) FEBRUARY 18, 2014 – SPECIAL MEETING 
c) FEBRUARY 20, 2014 – SPECIAL MEETING 
d) MARCH 3, 2014 – SPECIAL MEETING 

SAN FERNANDO CITY COUNCIL 

REGULAR MEETING NOTICE & AGENDA 

MARCH 17, 2014 – 6:00 PM 

COUNCIL CHAMBERS 
117 MACNEIL STREET 

SAN FERNANDO, CA 91340 
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Page 2 

 
 

2) REQUEST TO APPROVE WARRANT REGISTER NO 14-032 
 

 

NEW BUSINESS 
 

3) CONSIDERATION TO APPROVE THE MAYOR’S PROPOSED APPOINTMENT TO THE CITY’S 
VACANT POSITION ON THE OVERSIGHT BOARD TO THE SUCCESSOR AGENCY TO THE 
SAN FERNANDO REDEVELOPMENT AGENCY 

 

Recommend that the City Council approve the Mayor’s appointment of Junior 
Accountant Sonia Gomez-Garcia to the Oversight Board to the Successor Agency to the 
San Fernando Redevelopment Agency to fill the currently vacant position pursuant 
Health and Safety Code Section 34179(2). 

 

4) REORGANIZATION OF THE CITY COUNCIL – SELECTION OF MAYOR AND MAYOR PRO 
TEMPORE 
 

Recommend that the City Council proceed with their annual reorganization for the 
selection of Mayor and Mayor Pro Tempore and follow the procedure as suggested. 

 
 

CITY COUNCIL ITEMS 
 

5) CONSIDERATION TO APPROVE USE OF CITY SEAL FOR CROSS PROMOTIONAL 
MATERIAL FOR THE 2014 SANTA CLARITA VALLEY CINCO DE MAYO CELEBRATION 

 

This item is placed on the agenda by Mayor Antonio Lopez. 
 
 

GENERAL COUNCIL COMMENTS 
 
 

STAFF COMMUNICATION 
 
 

ADJOURNMENT 
 

I hereby certify under penalty of perjury under the laws of the State of California that the foregoing agenda 
was posted on the City Hall bulletin board not less than 72 hours prior to the meeting. 

 
 
Elena G. Chávez, City Clerk 
Signed and Posted:  March 13, 2014 (4:00 p.m.) 

Agendas and complete Agenda Packets (including staff reports and exhibits related to each item) are posted on the City’s Internet Web 
site (www.sfcity.org).  These are also available for public reviewing prior to a meeting in the City Clerk’s Office. Any public writings 
distributed by the City Council to at least a majority of the Councilmembers regarding any item on this regular meeting agenda will also 
be made available at the City Clerk’s Office at City Hall located at 117 Macneil Street, San Fernando, CA, 91340 during normal business 
hours.  In addition, the City may also post such documents on the City’s Web Site at www.sfcity.org. In accordance with the Americans 
with Disabilities Act of 1990, if you require a disability-related modification/accommodation to attend or participate in this meeting, 
including auxiliary aids or services please call the City Clerk’s Office at (818) 898-1204 at least 48 hours prior to the meeting. 
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SAN FERNANDO CITY COUNCIL 

MINUTES 

 

FEBRUARY 3, 2014 – 6:00 P.M. 

REGULAR MEETING 

 

City Hall Council Chambers 

117 Macneil Street 

San Fernando, CA 91340 

 

 

CALL TO ORDER/ROLL CALL 
 

Mayor Antonio Lopez called the meeting to order (jointly with the Successor Agency) at 6:05 

p.m. 

 

Present: 

 

Council: Mayor Antonio Lopez, Mayor Pro Tem Sylvia Ballin, and 

Councilmembers Jesse H. Avila, Joel Fajardo, and Robert C. Gonzales 

  

Staff: Interim City Manager Fred Ramirez, Assistant City Attorney Richard 

Padilla, and City Clerk Elena G. Chávez  

 

 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

 

Mayor Lopez 

 

 

APPROVAL OF AGENDA 

 

Councilmember Avila reported that he would like to add an item to the agenda regarding co-

sponsoring an Affordable Care Act Workshop.   

 

Assistant City Attorney Padilla stated that this item was brought to the City’s attention after the 

agenda was posted and requires immediate action. 

 

Motion by Councilmember Avila, seconded by Mayor Pro Tem Ballin, to add the item to the 

agenda.  By consensus, the motion carried. 

 

Motion by Mayor Pro Tem Ballin, seconded by Councilmember Gonzales, to approve the agenda 

as amended.  By consensus, the motion carried. 
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PUBLIC STATEMENTS – WRITTEN/ORAL 

 

Linda Campanella-Jauron talked about the family who tragically lost their lives in a residential 

fire and she said that a proposed living memorial could be to make certain that rental properties 

are safe for occupancy.  

 

Audrey Simons commended the Police Department on the swift response pertaining to a recent 

break-in incident at the San Fernando Community Health Center. 

 

 

CONSENT CALENDAR 

 

Motion by Councilmember Avila, seconded by Mayor Pro Tem Ballin, to approve the Consent 

Calendar Items:   

 

1) REQUEST TO APPROVE MINUTES OF: 

 

a) JUNE 11, 2012 – SPECIAL MEETING 

b) NOVEMBER 19, 2012 – REGULAR MEETING 

c) DECEMBER 3, 2012 – REGULAR MEETING 

d) JANUARY 21, 2014 – SPECIAL MEETING 

e) JANUARY 21, 2014 – REGULAR MEETING 

f) JANUARY 27, 2014 – SPECIAL (JOINT) MEETING 

  

2) REQUEST TO APPROVE WARRANT REGISTER NO 14-021 

 

3) CONSIDERATION TO AUTHORIZE SUBMITTAL OF GRANT APPLICATIONS TO 

THE NATIONAL ENDOWMENT FOR THE ARTS AND THE CALIFORNIA ARTS 

COUNCIL FOR FUNDING SUPPORT OF THE MARIACHI MASTER APPRENTICE 

PROGRAM 

 

4) CONSIDERATION TO ADOPT RESOLUTION NO. 7582 UPDATING THE CITY OF 

SAN FERNANDO’S TITLE VI PLAN 

 

By consensus, the motion carried. 

  

 

CONTINUED BUSINESS 

 

5) CONSIDERATION OF TRAFFIC MODIFICATION REQUEST FROM VISTA DEL 

VALLE DUAL LANGUAGE ACADEMY (LOS ANGELES UNIFIED SCHOOL 

DISTRICT) 

 

Mayor Lopez reported that he and staff met with Los Angeles Unified School District (LAUSD) 

School Board Member Monica Ratliff and her field deputy to clarify the history of what has 

occurred regarding the school campus. 
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Page 3 
 

At this time, Mayor Lopez allowed for additional public comments regarding the item. 

 

Carolina Perez is glad to see that the City Council is working with the community. 

 

Julio Anlau, Field Representative for LAUSD Board Member Ratliff, requested that the City 

(again) table this item for the future date.  

 

There were no further public comments. 

 

Motion by Councilmember Fajardo, seconded by Councilmember Avila, to table this item to an 

unspecified date to allow City staff to further discuss the matter with the LAUSD School Board 

and to re-agendize when a new proposal is in place.  At that time, staff is to prepare a mailer (not 

to exceed $500) for distribution to area residents notifying them of said meeting date/time. 

 

The motion carried with the following vote: 

 

AYES:  Fajardo, Avila, Lopez, Gonzales, Ballin – 5 

NOES:  None 

ABSENT: None 

 

 

NEW BUSINESS 

 

6) CONSIDERATION OF ADOPTION OF RESOLUTIONS APPROVING JOB 

SPECIFICATIONS FOR RECREATION LEADER III, AMENDING THE SALARY 

PLAN, AND AMENDING THE TABLE OF ORGANIZATION 

 

Recreation and Community Services Operations Manager Ismael Aguila presented the staff 

report and replied to questions from Councilmembers. 

 

Mayor Pro Tem Ballin expressed concern regarding part-time employees exceeding the 

maximum allowable hours (a very costly mistake).   

 

Councilmember Gonzales also suggested keeping an eye on the probation period for the 

employees (some have passed probation that should not have). 

 

Motion by Councilmember Gonzales, seconded by Mayor Pro Tem Ballin, to: 

 

a. Adopt Resolution No.7586 approving the job specifications for the position of 

Recreation Leader III;  

 

b. Adopt Resolution No. 7583 amending the Salary Plan to include a part-time 

Recreation Leader III position; 
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MINUTES – February 3, 2014 

Page 4 
 

c. Adopt Resolution No. 7584 amending the Table of Organization to include two part-

time Recreation Leader III positions; and 

 

d. Authorize the Interim City Manager to initiate the recruitment process for part-time 

Recreation Leader III personnel. 

 

By consensus, the motion carried. 

 

7) CONSIDERATION OF FISCAL YEAR 2012-2013 CITY ANNUAL FINANCIAL 

REPORTS 

 

Interim Finance Director Rafaela King presented the agenda report.  Both she and Interim City 

Manager Ramirez responded to questions from Councilmembers. 

 

Interim City Manager Ramirez talked about the mishandling of the issues in the past such as the 

Grant Fund and the absence of critical loan agreements (i.e., Senior Housing CHFA loan and the 

Swap Meet loan).  He reported that there is a lot of work ahead, staff is looking at different 

options, and retiring the debt will require a multi-year solution. 

 

By consensus, the following reports were received and filed:    

 

a. 2013 Comprehensive Annual Financial Report covering the financial activities of 

both the City and Successor Agency of the Former Redevelopment Agency; and, 

 

b. 2013 Cities Financial Transactions Report for the City of San Fernando. 

 

8) CONSIDERATION OF CITY ANNUAL LOS ANGELES COUNTY 

METROPOLITAN TRANSIT AUTHORITY (LACMTA) AUDITED FINANCIAL 

REPORT 

 

Interim Finance Director Rafaela King presented the agenda report. 

 

By consensus, the report was received and filed. 

 

9) CONSIDERATION TO AUTHORIZE SUBMITTAL OF APPLICATION TO THE 

CALIFORNIA DEPARTMENT OF HOUSING AND COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT 

HOUSING RELATED PARKS PROGRAM GRANT TO FUND RECREATION PARK 

IMPROVEMENTS 

 

Interim City Manager Ramirez presented the staff report. 

 

Motion by Councilmember Gonzales, seconded by Councilmember Avila, to adopt Resolution 

No. 7585 authorizing the City’s submittal of a grant application to the California Department of 

Housing and Community Development Housing Related Parks (HRP) Program in the amount of 
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$176,550 to provide funds for park improvements at Recreation Park.  By consensus, the motion 

carried. 

 

10) CONSIDERATION OF ADOPTION OF RESOLUTION NO. 7587 APPROVING AN 

INTERIM LOAN AGREEMENT (CONTRACT NO. 1733) BETWEEN THE CITY 

AND THE SUCCESSOR AGENCY  

 

This item was held jointly with the Successor Agency. 

 

Motion by Councilmember Fajardo, seconded by Councilmember Avila, to adopt Resolution No. 

7587 approving an Interim Loan Agreement (Successor Agency Loan Agreement No. 14-15A:1) 

City Contract No. 1733 between the City and the Successor Agency.  By consensus, the motion 

carried. 

 

11) AFFORDABLE CARE ACT WORKSHOP 

 

Councilmember Avila reported that the offices of Congressmember Tony Cardenas and 

Assemblymember Raul Bocanegra requested to work with the City to offer residents information 

regarding available health care options.   

 

Motion by Mayor Lopez, seconded by Mayor Pro Tem Ballin, that the City co-sponsor the event 

and allow the use of the Council Chambers and City seal for a workshop to be held on February 

13, 2014.  By consensus, the motion carried. 

 

 

GENERAL COUNCIL COMMENTS 

 

Councilmember Avila thanked residents for coming out to the meeting. 

 

Councilmember Gonzales thanked Public Works staff for their work and said that all employees 

continue to do a great job. 

 

Councilmember Fajardo talked about the roll-out of the new City-wide refuse services (every 

house should be canvassed). 

 

In response to Mayor Lopez’ inquiry for an update on the new refuse company, Interim City 

Manager Ramirez reported that outreach has included community meeting advertisements in the 

local paper, two bi-lingual mailers to residents (per residential number), Spanish/English robo-

calls, a door-to-door campaign from the Republic Services team, and he stated that a service 

representative will be situated at City Hall to take payments and answer questions during regular 

business hours.  He also stated that staff has attempted to reach out to Crown Disposal to 

facilitate the transition process but have been unsuccessful and that the City is also awaiting 

payments due from Crown. 
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Mayor Pro Tem Ballin reported that the Governor has declared a drought and she said that if San 

Fernando is required to purchase Metropolitan Water District water, the City will be shocked at 

the cost (there is an immediate need for San Fernando to come up with a plan). 

 

 

STAFF COMMUNICATION 

 

Interim City Manager Ramirez reminded Councilmembers that although the regular meeting is 

adjourning, the special meeting would reconvene to continue the Closed Session items. 

 

 

ADJOURNMENT (8:20 P.M.) 
 

By consensus, the meeting was adjourned. 

 

 

 

 

I do hereby certify that the foregoing is a true and 

correct copy of the minutes of February 3, 2014, 

meeting as approved by the San Fernando City Council. 

 

____________________________ 

Elena G. Chávez 

City Clerk 
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SAN FERNANDO CITY COUNCIL 

MINUTES 

 

FEBRUARY 18, 2014 – 4:30 P.M. 

SPECIAL MEETING 

 

City Hall Community Room 

117 Macneil Street 

San Fernando, CA  91340 

 

 

CALL TO ORDER/ROLL CALL 
 

Mayor Antonio Lopez called the meeting to order at 4:34 p.m.    

 

Present: 

   

Council: Mayor Antonio Lopez, Mayor Pro Tem Sylvia Ballin, and 

Councilmembers Jesse H. Avila and Robert C. Gonzales 

  

Staff: Acting Police Chief Robert Parks and City Clerk Elena G. Chávez  

 

Absent: Councilmember Joel Fajardo (notified staff that he would not be attending 

due to a business conference in Phoenix) 

 

 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE  
 

Mayor Antonio Lopez 

 

 

APPROVAL OF AGENDA 

 

Motion by Mayor Pro Tem Ballin, seconded by Councilmember Avila, to approve the agenda.  

By consensus, the motion carried. 

 

 

PUBLIC STATEMENTS – WRITTEN/ORAL 

 

City Clerk Chávez read a letter from resident Linda Campanella Jauron requesting that Council 

postpone any decision on the pool facility parking lot until more research is done regarding solar 

panels. 
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STUDY SESSION 

 

1) CONSIDERATION TO APPROVE SAN FERNANDO REGIONAL POOL FACILITY 

PARKING LOT PROJECT DESIGN AND ASSOCIATED CITY ACTIONS TO 

FACILITATE PROJECT BID PROPOSALS FOR CONSTRUCTION 

 

Interim Public Works Director Marlene Miyoshi gave a brief presentation and replied to 

questions from Councilmembers. 

 

Motion by Mayor Pro Tem Ballin, seconded by Councilmember Avila, to: 

 

a. Approve the San Fernando Regional Pool Facility Parking Lot Design  for 

development of the undeveloped portion of the Recreation Park site at the southeast 

corner of Fourth Street and Park Avenue; and 

 

b. Authorize City staff to prepare the associated bid documents and issue a Notice 

Inviting Bids for the project. 

 

By consensus, the motion carried. 

 

 

RECESS TO CLOSED SESSION (5:33 P.M.) 

 

By consensus, Councilmembers recessed to the following Closed Session. 

 

A) CONFERENCE WITH LEGAL COUNSEL TO DISCUSS MATTER INVOLVING 

ANTICIPATED LITIGATION AND/OR EXPOSURE TO LITIGATION 

 G.C. §54956.9(d) and 54956.1(e)(1) 

 One (1) matter 

 

B) CONFERENCE WITH LEGAL COUNSEL TO DISCUSS MATTER INVOLVING 

ANTICIPATED LITIGATION AND/OR EXPOSURE TO LITIGATION 

 G.C. §54956.9(d)(2) and 54956.9(e)(3) 

 One (1) matter 

 

 

REPORT OUT FROM CLOSED SESSION  

  

City Attorney Olivarez reported that four Councilmembers were present (Councilmember 

Fajardo was absent).  The record should reflect that the City Council received briefings from 

staff, direction was given, but no final action was taken. 
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ADJOURNMENT (6:00 P.M.) 
 

By consensus, the meeting was adjourned. 

 

I do hereby certify that the foregoing is a true and 

correct copy of the minutes of February 18, 2014 

meeting as approved by the San Fernando City Council. 

 

____________________________ 

Elena G. Chávez  

City Clerk 
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SAN FERNANDO CITY COUNCIL 

MINUTES 

 

FEBRUARY 20, 2014 – 8:00 A.M. 

SPECIAL MEETING 

 

City Hall Community Room 

117 Macneil Street 

San Fernando, CA  91340 

 

 

CALL TO ORDER/ROLL CALL 
 

Mayor Antonio Lopez called the meeting to order at 8:17 a.m.    

 

Present: 

   

Council: Mayor Antonio Lopez, Mayor Pro Tem Sylvia Ballin, and 

Councilmembers Jesse H. Avila, Joel Fajardo, and Robert C. Gonzales 

  

Staff: City Clerk Elena G. Chávez  

 

 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE  
 

Mayor Lopez 

 

 

APPROVAL OF AGENDA 

 

Motion by Mayor Pro Tem Ballin, seconded by Councilmember Avila, to approve the agenda.  

By consensus, the motion carried. 

 

 

PUBLIC STATEMENTS – WRITTEN/ORAL 

 

None 

 

 

RECESS TO CLOSED SESSION (8:17 A.M.) 

 

By consensus, Councilmembers recessed to the following Closed Session: 

 

A) PUBLIC EMPLOYMENT (EMPLOYEE RECRUITMENT) G.C. §54957(b)(1) 

 Title of Position Under Consideration:     City Manager 
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B) CONFERENCE WITH LABOR NEGOTIATOR REGARDING UNREPRESENTED 

EMPLOYEE §G.C. 54957.6(a) 

 City’s Designated Representatives:    Bob Murray and Mayor Antonio Lopez 

 Title of Position Subject to Negotiation:   City Manager 

  

 

REPORT OUT FROM CLOSED SESSION 
 

Direction was given to consultant Bob Murray to negotiate with the candidate and place on the 

March 3, 2014 agenda.  No final action was taken; nothing further to report. 

 

 

ADJOURNMENT (3:47 P.M.) 
 

By consensus, the meeting was adjourned. 

 

 

I do hereby certify that the foregoing is a true and 

correct copy of the minutes of February 20, 2014 

meeting as approved by the San Fernando City Council. 

 

____________________________ 

Elena G. Chávez  

City Clerk 
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SAN FERNANDO CITY COUNCIL 

MINUTES 

 

MARCH 3, 2014 – 5:30 P.M. 

SPECIAL MEETING 

 

City Hall Community Room 

117 Macneil Street 

San Fernando, CA  91340 

 

 

CALL TO ORDER/ROLL CALL 
 

Mayor Antonio Lopez called the meeting to order at 5:30 p.m.    

 

Present: 

   

Council: Mayor Antonio Lopez, Mayor Pro Tem Sylvia Ballin, and 

Councilmembers Jesse H. Avila, Joel Fajardo, and Robert C. 

Gonzales 

  

Staff: Interim City Manager Fred Ramirez, City Attorney Rick R. 

Olivarez, Assistant City Attorney Dave Gondek (via 

teleconference), and City Clerk Elena G. Chávez  

 

 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE  
 

Mayor Lopez 

 

 

APPROVAL OF AGENDA 

 

Motion by Councilmember Fajardo, seconded by Councilmember Avila, to approve the agenda.  

By consensus, the motion carried. 

 

 

PUBLIC STATEMENTS – WRITTEN/ORAL 

 

None 

 

 

RECESS TO CLOSED SESSION (5:32 P.M.) 
 

By consensus, Councilmembers recessed to the following Closed Session as announced by City 

Attorney Olivarez: 
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A) CONFERENCE WITH LEGAL COUNSEL TO DISCUSS MATTER OF 

ANTICIPATED LITIGATION AND SIGNIFICANT EXPOSURE TO LITIGATION 

(G.C. §54956.9(d)(2) AND 54956.9(e)(1)) 

 One (1) Matter 
 

 
REPORT OUT FROM CLOSED SESSION  

 

City Attorney Olivarez reported that the City Council received a briefing from the City Attorney.  

City Council gave legal counsel unanimous direction on the next steps, but no final action was 

taken. 

 

 

ADJOURNMENT (6:02 P.M.) 
 

By consensus, the meeting was adjourned. 

 

I do hereby certify that the foregoing is a true and 

correct copy of the minutes of March 3, 2014 meeting as 

approved by the San Fernando City Council. 

 

____________________________ 

Elena G. Chávez  

City Clerk 
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FINANCE DEPARTMENT 
 

 

MEMORANDUM 
 

 

TO:  Mayor Antonio Lopez and Councilmembers 

 

FROM: Rafaela T. King, Interim Finance Director/Deputy Finance Director 

 

DATE: March 17, 2014 

 

SUBJECT: Warrant Register 

 

 

RECOMMENDATION: 

 

It is recommended that the City Council adopt a Resolution (Attachment “A”) approving the 

Warrant Register. 

 

 

BACKGROUND: 

 

For each City Council meeting the Finance Department prepares a Warrant Register for Council 

approval.  The Register includes all recommended payments for the City. Checks, other than 

handwritten checks, generally are not released until after the Council approves the Register.  The 

exceptions are for early releases to avoid penalties and interest, excessive delays and in all other 

circumstances favorable to the City to do so.  Handwritten checks are those payments required to 

be issued between Council meetings such as insurance premiums and tax deposits.  Staff reviews 

requests for expenditures for budgetary approval and then prepares a Warrant Register for 

Council approval and or ratification.  Items such as payroll withholding tax deposits do not 

require budget approval. 

 

The Deputy Finance Director hereby certifies that all requests for expenditures have been signed 

by the department head, or designee, receiving the merchandise or services thereby stating that 

the items or services have been received and that the resulting expenditure is appropriate.  The 

Deputy Finance Director hereby certifies that each warrant has been reviewed for completeness 

and that sufficient funds are available for payment of the warrant register. 

 

 

ATTACHMENT: 

 

A.  Warrant Register Resolution 
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RESOLUTION NO.  14-032 

 

 

RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 

SAN FERNANDO ALLOWING AND APPROVING FOR 

PAYMENT DEMANDS PRESENTED ON DEMAND/ 

WARRANT REGISTER NO.  14-032 

 

 

THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF SAN FERNANDO DOES HEREBY 

RESOLVE, FIND, DETERMINE AND ORDER AS FOLLOWS: 

 

1.  That the demands (EXHIBIT “A”) as presented, having been duly audited, for 

completeness, are hereby allowed and approved for payment in the amounts as shown to 

designated payees and charged to the appropriate funds as indicated. 

 

2.  That the City Clerk shall certify to the adoption of this Resolution and deliver it to the 

City Treasurer. 

 

PASSED, APPROVED, AND ADOPTED this 17
th

 day of March, 2014. 

 

  

                 

Antonio Lopez, Mayor       

ATTEST: 

 

 

 

      

Elena G. Chávez, City Clerk 

 

 

STATE OF CALIFORNIA  ) 

COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES ) ss 

CITY OF SAN FERNANDO ) 

 

I HEREBY CERTIFY that the foregoing Resolution was approved and adopted at a 

regular meeting of the City Council held on the 17
th

 day of March, 2014, by the following vote to 

wit: 

 

AYES: 

 

NOES: 

 

ABSENT: 

 

 

      

Elena G. Chávez, City Clerk 

ATTACHMENT “A” 
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ADMINISTRATION DEPARTMENT 
 

 

MEMORANDUM 
 

 

TO:  Mayor Antonio Lopez and Councilmembers 

  

FROM: Fred Ramirez, Interim City Manager  

 

DATE: March 17, 2014 

 

SUBJECT: Consideration to Approve the Mayor’s Proposed Appointment to the City’s 

Vacant Position on the Oversight Board to the Successor Agency to the San 

Fernando Redevelopment Agency  

 

 

RECOMMENDATION: 

 

It is recommended that the City Council approve the Mayor’s appointment of Junior Accountant 

Sonia Gomez-Garcia to the Oversight Board to the Successor Agency to the San Fernando 

Redevelopment Agency fill the currently vacant position pursuant Health and Safety Code 

Section 34179(2).  

 

 

BACKGROUND: 

 

1. On April 2, 2012, the City Council approved the Mayor’s appointment of Assistant Planner 

Edgar Arroyo and City Planner Fred Ramirez to the two City-allotted positions on the seven-

member Oversight Board to the Successor Agency to the San Fernando Redevelopment 

Agency pursuant to Health and Safety Code Section 34179(a)(2) and 34179(7), respectively. 

 

2. On February 11, 2014, Assistant Planner Edgar Arroyo formally submitted his resignation 

from the Oversight Board effective February 17, 2014. Edgar’s resignation from the Board 

coincided with his acceptance of a new position with another municipality and resignation 

from employment with the City of San Fernando.   

 

3. Pursuant to State Dissolution Law (Health and Safety Code Section 34179), each Successor 

Agency to a former Redevelopment Agency shall have an Oversight Board composed of 

seven members.  The members must elect one of their members as the chairperson and shall 

report the name of the chairperson and other members to the Department of Finance on or 

before May 1, 2012.  The Governor may appoint individuals to fill any Oversight Board 

member position that has not been filled by May 15, 2012, or any member position that 

remains vacant for more than 60 days.  
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Health and Safety Code Section 34179 provides that a majority of the total membership of 

the Oversight Board shall constitute a quorum for the transaction of business.  A majority 

vote of the total membership of the Oversight Board is required for the Oversight Board to 

take action.  The Oversight Board shall be deemed to be a local entity for purposes of the 

Ralph M. Brown Act, the California Public Records Act, and the Political Reform Act. 

 

Pursuant to Health and Safety Code Section 34179, the Oversight Board may direct the staff 

of the Successor Agency to perform work in furtherance of the Oversight Board’s duties and 

responsibilities under Part 1.85.  The Successor Agency shall pay for all of the costs of 

meetings of the Oversight Board and may include such costs in its administrative budget.  

Oversight Board members shall serve without compensation or reimbursement for expenses.  

Oversight Board members shall have personal immunity from suit for their actions taken 

within the scope of their responsibilities as Oversight Board members. 

 

 

ANALYSIS: 

 

Health and Safety Code Section 34179(a)(2) and Section 24179(7) provides that two members of 

the Oversight Board are to be selected by the Mayor.  One member does not need to meet any 

particular requirements.  In the case of the City of San Fernando Oversight Board appointments, 

Assistant Planner Edgar Arroyo was proposed by the Mayor and subsequently approved by the 

City Council in this manner. The other member representing employees of the former 

Redevelopment Agency shall be appointed by the Mayor “from the recognized employee 

organization representing the largest number of former Redevelopment Agency employees 

employed by the Successor Agency at that time.” In this particular instance, former City 

Planner/Community Development Director Fred Ramirez was appointed by the Mayor and 

approved by the City Council to fill this position. 

 

Pursuant to Health and Safety Code Section 34180, certain actions of a Successor Agency shall 

first be approved by the Oversight Board.  An example of an action that requires such approval is 

a request by the Successor Agency to enter into an agreement with the City to reimburse the City 

for expenses incurred on behalf of the Successor Agency and to approve payment of identified 

enforceable obligations through the Oversight Board’s ongoing review and approval of the 

Recognized Obligation Payment Schedules (ROPS) for each six-month period that makes up 

each of the associated fiscal years. 

 

Pursuant to Health and Safety Code Section 34181, the Oversight Board must direct the 

Successor Agency to take certain actions.  For example, the Oversight Board must direct the 

Successor Agency to cease performance in connection with and terminate all existing agreement 

that do not qualify as enforceable obligations.   

 

Proposed Appointees’ Biographical Information 

 

Sonia Gomez-Garcia has worked for the City of San Fernando for the past 19 years, including 

the last nine years as the City’s Junior Accountant. As the Junior Accountant, Mrs. Gomez-
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Garcia has worked directly with finance and City administrative personnel to ensure proper 

tracking of City and former Agency budgets. Furthermore, Mrs. Gomez-Garcia continues to play 

a critical role in ensuring that the City and Successor Agency comply with all applicable 

reporting requirements mandated by the State as part of the Dissolution Law including assisting 

with the preparation of the ROPS every six months, completion of the Successor Agency’s Due 

Diligence Reports, and most recently assisting City Administrative staff with the preparation of 

the Long Range Property Management Plan.  Therefore, Mrs. Gomez-Garcia’s work experience 

in the Finance Department and specifically with overseeing budget reporting for the Successor 

Agency and the former Redevelopment Agency, make her a very qualified individual to fill the 

City’s vacant position to the Oversight Board to the Successor Agency.   

 

 

BUDGET IMPACT: 

 

None. There will be no fiscal impacts associated with the decisions outlined above. 

 

 

CONCLUSION: 

 

The appointment of Junior Accountant Sonia Gomez-Garcia to represent the Mayor’s selection 

of a member at-large to the Oversight Board to the Successor Agency of the San Fernando 

Redevelopment Agency will help address the immediate need to fill the vacant position while 

allowing the City to have an additional voice on the seven-member Oversight Board.   

 

03/17/2014 CC Meeting Agenda Page 53 of 62



This	Page	
Intentionally		
Left	Blank	

03/17/2014 CC Meeting Agenda Page 54 of 62



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

4 
 

03/17/2014 CC Meeting Agenda Page 55 of 62



This	Page	
Intentionally		
Left	Blank	

03/17/2014 CC Meeting Agenda Page 56 of 62



ADMINISTRATION DEPARTMENT 
 

 

MEMORANDUM 
 

 

TO: City Council 

 

FROM:    Fred Ramirez, Interim City Manager 

By:  Elena G. Chávez, City Clerk  

 

DATE: March 17, 2014 

 

SUBJECT: Reorganization of the City Council – Selection of Mayor and Mayor Pro Tempore 

 

  

RECOMMENDATION: 

 

It is recommended that the City Council proceed with their annual reorganization for the 

selection of Mayor and Mayor Pro Tempore and follow the procedure as suggested (Attachment 

“A”). 

 

 

BACKGROUND:  

 

In accordance with Section 11.1 of the City Council Procedural Manual, the City Council must 

meet annually to choose one of its members as Mayor and another of its members as Mayor Pro 

Tempore.  In those years in which a general municipal election is not held, the City Council shall 

choose a Mayor and Mayor Pro Tempore at a regular meeting in March. 

 

Nominations for the office of Mayor and Mayor Pro Tempore may be made by any member of 

the Council.  Each selection shall be by three or more affirmative votes.  In the event that no 

person receives three or more votes in the selection process (for one or both offices), the 

selection process shall be repeated. 

 

The Mayor and the Mayor Pro Tempore will serve a one-year term, with the term expiring in March 

2015.   

 

 

BUDGET IMPACT: 

 

None. 

 

 

ATTACHMENT: 

 

A. Procedure for City Council Reorganization 
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City of San Fernando 

 
CITY COUNCIL REORGANIZATION 

 
 

1. Election of Mayor: 
 

A. City Clerk opens the nominations for the position of Mayor 
B. Nomination(s) is/are made for Mayor, and seconded 
C. Hearing no objections, motion to close nominations 
D. City Clerk conducts a roll call vote in the order in which nominations are 

received until a Mayor is elected by majority vote 
E. City Clerk announces the results 

 
2. Election of Mayor Pro Tempore: 
 

A. City Clerk opens the nominations for the position of Mayor Pro Tempore 
B. Nomination(s) is/are made for Mayor Pro Tempore, and seconded 

 C. Hearing no objections, motion to close nominations 
D. City Clerk conducts a roll call vote in the order in which nominations are 

received until a Mayor Pro Tempore is elected by majority vote 
E. City Clerk announces the results 
 

3. Council Changes Seats as Follows: 
 

 Mayor Pro Tempore on the Mayor’s right side 
 Outgoing Mayor on New Mayor’s left side 
 All other Council members in the remaining seats 

 
4. City Council Comments/Remarks 

 
5. Resume City Council Meeting 

ATTACHMENT “A” 
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CITY COUNCIL 
 

 

MEMORANDUM 
 

 

TO:  City Councilmembers 

 

FROM: Mayor Antonio Lopez 

 

DATE: March 17, 2014 

 

SUBJECT: Consideration to Approve Use of City Seal for Cross Promotional Material for the 

2014 Santa Clarita Valley Cinco de Mayo Celebration 

 

  

RECOMMENDATION: 

 

It is recommended that the City Council approve the use of the City Seal on Cinco de Mayo 

Celebration media print material. 

 

 

BACKGROUND: 

 

On February 27, 2014, The Mayor and City staff met with the Santa Clarita Valley Latino 

Chamber of Commerce (SCVLCC) regarding the 2014 Cinco de Mayo Celebration and potential 

cross promotional project. 

 

 

ANALYSIS: 

 

Santa Clarita Valley Latino Chamber of Commerce 

Established in 2010, the mission of the Santa Clarita Valley Latino Chamber of Commerce is to 

promote the success and prosperity of Latino business owners and professionals and to 

contribute to the well-being of the community. The SCVLCC is a proud affiliate of the 

California Hispanic Chambers of Commerce with more than 20,000 members and the newly 

formed Alliance for Multicultural Entrepreneurs. The SCVLCC strives to promote and support 

local businesses by its members by: 1) Providing access to business opportunities and training; 2) 

Networking with like-minded business owners; and 3) Providing business marketing. 

 

Cinco de Mayo Celebration, 2014 

Since 2011, the SCVLCC has hosted the Cinco de Mayo Celebration in Old Town Newhall. The 

community event is held annually to celebrate the diverse Latin culture in the City of Santa 

Clarita and is scheduled for May 3, 2014. The Cinco de Mayo event includes activities for all 

ages including arts and crafts, live musical performances, a diverse selection of food trucks and 

entertainment for the whole family. 
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Cross Promotion 

The SCVLCC would like to create marketing material for the Cinco de Mayo Event that will 

include print, video, social marketing, and a press release.  The City seal will be used on the 

Chamber’s material for the event as a first step towards developing a cross promotional tool in 

order to advertise future City and Chamber events. Follow up discussions between the Chamber 

and the City will continue to ensure maximum exposure. 

 

 

CONCLUSION: 

 

Approval of the usage of the City Seal will provide the City the opportunity to cross promote 

with the Santa Clarita Valley Latino Chamber of Commerce for the Cinco de Mayo Event. It is 

recommended that the City Council approve the use of the City Seal on Cinco de Mayo 

Celebration media print material. 

 

 

BUDGET IMPACT: 

 

There will be no budget impact to the Fiscal Year 2013-2014 General Fund for Fiscal. The Santa 

Clarita Latino Chamber of Commerce will cover all costs associated with creating and the 

production of all marketing material. 
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