
 
  Mayor Sylvia Ballin • Mayor Pro Tem Robert C. Gonzales 

Councilmember Jesse H. Avila • Councilmember Joel Fajardo • Councilmember Antonio Lopez 
City Manager Brian Saeki 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
CALL TO ORDER/ROLL CALL 
 
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 
Police Explorer Samantha Martinez 
 
 
PRESENTATIONS 
 

a) MAY – OLDER AMERICANS MONTH 
a.  Recreation & Community Services Operations Manager Ismael Aguila 

  
b) MAY – CalFRESH AWARENESS MONTH 

Mayor Pro Tem Robert C. Gonzales 
 

c) NATIONAL PUBLIC WORKS WEEK (MAY 18-24) 
Interim Public Works Director Marlene Miyoshi 

 
 
APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
 
 
PUBLIC STATEMENTS – WRITTEN/ORAL 
 
There will be a three (3) minute limitation per each member of the audience who wishes to 
make comments relating to City Business.  Anyone wishing to speak, please fill out the blue 
form located at the Council Chambers entrance and submit it to the City Clerk.  When 
addressing the Council please speak into the microphone and voluntarily state your name and 
address. 
 
 
 
 
 

SAN FERNANDO CITY COUNCIL 

REGULAR MEETING NOTICE & AGENDA 

MAY 5, 2014 – 6:00 PM 

COUNCIL CHAMBERS 
117 MACNEIL STREET 

SAN FERNANDO, CA 91340 
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CONSENT CALENDAR 
 
Items on the Consent Calendar are considered routine and may be disposed of by a single 
motion to adopt staff recommendation.  If the City Council wishes to discuss any item, it should 
first be removed from the Consent Calendar. 
 
1) REQUEST TO APPROVE MINUTES OF: 
 
 a) MARCH 24, 2014 – SPECIAL MEETING 
 b) APRIL 21, 2014 – REGULAR MEETING 

 
2) REQUEST TO APPROVE WARRANT REGISTER NO 14-051 
 
3) CONSIDERATION TO ACCEPT SUPPLEMENTAL FUNDS FOR THE ELDERLY NUTRITION 

PROGRAM FOR FISCAL YEAR (FY) 2013-2014 
 

Recommend that the City Council: 
 
 a. Approve to accept the Supplemental Funds for the Elderly Nutrition Program for FY 

2013-2014, not to exceed amount of $2,898; and 
 
 b. Adopt Resolution No. 7599 amending FY 2013-2014 budget to allow for an increase 

of $2,898 in Revenues and Expenditures in Grant Fund (Fund 10). 
 
4) CONSIDERATION TO ADOPT A RESOLUTION AND APPROVE A COOPERATION 

AGREEMENT BETWEEN LOS ANGELES COUNTY AND THE CITY 
 
 Recommend that the City Council adopt Resolution No. 7600 approving the ongoing 

participation in the Los Angeles Urban County Community Development Block Grant 
(CDBG) Program and authorize the Mayor, or her designee, to sign the Cooperation 
Agreement with the County of Los Angeles. 

 
5) CONSIDERATION TO PURCHASE REPLACEMENT FIREARMS FOR SWORN PERSONNEL 
 

Recommend that the City Council authorize the purchase of 50 Glock M21 G4 45 caliber 
handguns from Proforce Law Enforcement, for an amount not to exceed $25,677.75.  

 
6) UPDATE REGARDING TRAFFIC MODIFICATION REQUEST FROM VISTA DEL VALLE DUAL 

LANGUAGE ACADEMY  
 
 Recommend that the City Council receive and file the staff report update regarding the 

City’s response to date to the request from Vista del Valley Dual Language Academy (Los 
Angeles Unified School District) to modify and remove the restricted parking red curb on 
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the north side of Eighth Street from Macneil Street to Brand Boulevard, adjacent to the 
school property. 

 
7) CONSIDERATION TO AMEND THE CONTRACT WITH TECS ENVIRONMENTAL 

COMPLIANCE SERVICES, INC. FOR MUNICIPAL NATIONAL POLLUTION DISCHARGE 
ELIMINATION SYSTEM (NPDES) COMPLIANCE ASSISTANCE 

 

Recommend that the City Council: 
 
a. Amend Contract No. 1689 with TECS Environmental Compliance Services, Inc. (TECS 

Environmental), for NPDES Compliance Assistance, including: 
 

i. Extend the Contract from November 19, 2014 to June 30, 2015;  
 
ii. Approving the scope of services for Fiscal Years 2013-2014 and 2014-2015; and 
 
iii. Approving a not-to-exceed budget of $41,750 (for FY 2013-2014) and $60,530 

(for FY 2014-2015); and 
 
b. Authorize the City Manager to execute Contract No. 1689(a). 

 
 

ADMINISTRATIVE REPORTS 
 
8) USE OF THE COMMUNITY INVESTMENT FUND – RECYCLING REVENUE SHARING FUND 

TO OFFSET COSTS RELATED TO THE UPCOMING 5K RELAY RACE  
 

Recommend that the City Council approve the expenditure of $2,000 from the 
Community Investment Fund – Recycling Revenue Sharing Fund to help offset costs 
related to the 5K Relay Race on October 4, 2014.  

 
9) CONSIDERATION TO ADOPT A RESOLUTION TO SUPPORT FILM TAX CREDIT (AB 1839) 
 
 This item is placed on the agenda by Mayor Sylvia Ballin and Mayor Pro Tem Robert 

Gonzales for City Council discussion and consideration. 
 

10) RATIFICATION OF CITY COUNCIL LIAISON ASSIGNMENTS FOR 2014-2015  
 

This item is placed on the agenda by Mayor Sylvia Ballin for City Council discussion and 
consideration. 

 
 

COMMITTEE/COMMISSION LIAISON updatES 
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GENERAL COUNCIL COMMENTS 
 
 

STAFF COMMUNICATION 
 
 

RECESS TO CLOSED SESSION 
 
A) CONFERENCE WITH REAL PROPERTY NEGOTIATORS (G.C. §54956.8) 

Property Location: City-owned parking lot property (Parking Lot No. 3 at San 
Fernando Mission Blvd. and Celis St.), APNs 2521-031-901 and 
2521-031-902 and Other City-owned Real Property with APN 
2521-031-903 

City Negotiator:           Brian Saeki, City Manager 
Negotiating Parties:  Severyn Aszkenazy, Aszkenazy Development 
Under Discussion:   Price and Terms of Payment as relates to potential use and/or 

disposition of City-owned real properties 
 
B) CLOSED SESSION PURSUANT TO GOVERNMENT CODE SECTIONS 54956.9(d)(2) AND 

54956.9(e)(1) 
Conference with Legal Counsel to Discuss Facts and Circumstances to Discuss Facts and 
Circumstances Unknown to a Potential Plaintiff that Create a Significant Exposure to 
Litigation and/or Anticipated Litigation for the City 

  One (1) matter. 
 
C) CONFERENCE WITH LEGAL COUNSEL – EXISTING LITIGATION 

G.C. §54956.9(d)(1)      
 Name of Case: City of San Fernando et al. v. Wendy L. Wantanabe, in her official 

 capacity as the Auditor-Controller of the County of Los Angeles  
LASC Case No.:  34-2013-80001550-CU-WM-GDS 

 
 

RECONVENE AND ANNOUNCE CLOSED SESSION ACTION 
 
 

ADJOURNMENT 
 

I hereby certify under penalty of perjury under the laws of the State of California that the foregoing agenda 
was posted on the City Hall bulletin board not less than 72 hours prior to the meeting. 

 
Elena G. Chávez, City Clerk 
Signed and Posted:  May 1, 2014 (4:00 p.m.) 

Agendas and complete Agenda Packets (including staff reports and exhibits related to each item) are posted on the City’s Internet Web 
site (www.sfcity.org).  These are also available for public reviewing prior to a meeting in the City Clerk’s Office. Any public writings 
distributed by the City Council to at least a majority of the Councilmembers regarding any item on this regular meeting agenda will also 
be made available at the City Clerk’s Office at City Hall located at 117 Macneil Street, San Fernando, CA, 91340 during normal business 
hours.  In addition, the City may also post such documents on the City’s Web Site at www.sfcity.org. In accordance with the Americans 
with Disabilities Act of 1990, if you require a disability-related modification/accommodation to attend or participate in this meeting, 
including auxiliary aids or services please call the City Clerk’s Office at (818) 898-1204 at least 48 hours prior to the meeting. 
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SAN FERNANDO CITY COUNCIL 

MINUTES 

 

MARCH 24, 2014 – 6:00 P.M. 

SPECIAL MEETING 

 

City Hall Council Chambers 

117 Macneil Street 

San Fernando, CA  91340 

 

 

CALL TO ORDER/ROLL CALL 
 

Mayor Sylvia Ballin called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m.    

 

Present: 

   

Council: Mayor Sylvia Ballin, Mayor Pro Tem Robert C. Gonzales, and 

Councilmembers Jesse H. Avila, Joel Fajardo, and Antonio Lopez 

  

Staff: Interim City Manager Fred Ramirez, Assistant City Attorney Richard 

Padilla, Assistant City Attorney Dave Gondek (via teleconference for 

Closed Session item), and City Clerk Elena G. Chávez 

 

 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE  
 

Led by Mayor Ballin 

 

 

APPROVAL OF AGENDA 

 

Motion by Councilmember Fajardo, seconded by Mayor Pro Tem Gonzales, to approve the 

agenda.  By consensus, the motion carried. 

 

Motion by Councilmember Lopez, seconded by Mayor Pro Tem Gonzales, to move up the 

Closed Session item.  By consensus, the motion carried. 

 

 

RECESS TO CLOSED SESSION (6:02 P.M.) 

 

Assistant City Attorney Padilla asked if there were audience members wishing to comment on 

the Closed Session Item (there were none). 

 

By consensus, Councilmembers recessed to the following Closed Session as announced by 

Assistant City Attorney Padilla: 
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A) CONFERENCE WITH LEGAL COUNSEL TO DISCUSS MATTER OF POTENTIAL 

LITIGATION/ SIGNIFICANT EXPOSURE TO LITIGATION (G.C. §54956.9(D)(2) 

AND §54956.9(E)(1) AND (§54956.9(E)(3)) 

 One (1) Matter 

 

 

RECONVENE/REPORT OUT FROM CLOSED SESSION (6:31 P.M.) 

 

Assistant City Attorney Padilla reported that a general update was provided by Assistant City 

Attorney Gondek and staff.  General direction was given by the City Council; but no final action 

was taken. 

 

 

PUBLIC STATEMENTS – WRITTEN/ORAL 

 

Each of the following individuals gave a brief presentation regarding their company: 

 

Stephen Kapusunski, Larry’s Towing (owner) 

Bart Torres, Black & White Garage (president/CEO) 

Jessie Elias, Mid-Valley Towing (owner) 

 

 

STUDY SESSION 
 

1)    CONSIDERATION OF AWARD OF FRANCHISE AGREEMENT FOR THE CITY 

VEHICLE TOWING AND STORAGE SERVICES 

 

Acting Police Lieutenant Nichole Hanchett presented the staff report and replied to questions 

from Councilmembers. 

 

Interim City Manager Ramirez, and tow company representatives, also responded to questions 

from Councilmembers pertaining various issues including:   

 

 Vehicle impound numbers and data 

 Lot storage capacity and security measures 

 Investigative hold areas 

 Number of employees/dispatchers/tow operators 

 Garage distances from the City 

 Office facilities 

 Vehicles and equipment 

 Insurance provisions 

 New 2016 law pertaining to undocumented individuals obtaining driver’s licenses 

 Policies regarding hiring active police officers 
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 Turn around time for a conditional use permit (for vendors having to purchase property to 

accommodate vehicles) 

 

Motion by Mayor Ballin, seconded by Councilmember Lopez, to extend the Black & White 

Garage Towing Franchise Agreement to allow additional time for Council to review and 

consider the information received at the last minute. 

 

Discussion ensued and Assistant City Attorney Padilla suggested a brief recess.   

 

(The above motion died – no vote was taken.) 

 

 

RECESS (8:01 P.M.) 

 

 

RECONVENE (8:10 P.M.) 

 

Discussion ensued and Assistant City Attorney Padilla recommended that this be continued to no 

later than March 27 (Black & White Garage Towing Franchise Agreement expiration date). 

 

Motion by Mayor Ballin, seconded by Councilmember Lopez, to continue the item to Thursday, 

March 27, 2014, 7:30 p.m.  The motion carried with the following vote: 

 

 AYES:  Ballin, Lopez, Fajardo, Gonzales – 4 

 NOES:  Avila – 1 

 

 

CITY COUNCIL ITEMS 

 

2) PROPOSED CHANGES TO THE MEMBERSHIP OF THE BUDGET, PERSONNEL, 

AND FINANCE STANDING COMMITTEE  

 

Motion by Mayor Ballin, seconded by Councilmember Lopez, to appoint Mayor Pro Tem 

Gonzales and Councilmember Fajardo (replacing Mayor Ballin and Councilmember Avila) to 

the Budget, Personnel, and Finance Standing Committee.  The motion carried unanimously. 

 

 

ADJOURNMENT (8:14 P.M.) 
 

By consensus, the meeting was adjourned. 

 
I do hereby certify that the foregoing is a true and 

correct copy of the minutes of March 24, 2014 meeting 

as approved by the San Fernando City Council. 

 

____________________________ 

Elena G. Chávez  

City Clerk 
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SAN FERNANDO CITY COUNCIL 

MINUTES 

 

APRIL 21, 2014 – 6:00 P.M. 

REGULAR MEETING 

 

City Hall Council Chambers 

117 Macneil Street 

San Fernando, CA 91340 

 

 

CALL TO ORDER/ROLL CALL 
 

Mayor Sylvia Ballin called the meeting to order at 6:11 p.m. 

 

Present: 

 

Council: Mayor Sylvia Ballin, Mayor Pro Tem Robert C. Gonzales, and 

Councilmembers Jesse H. Avila, Joel Fajardo, and Antonio Lopez 

  

Staff: City Manager Brian Saeki, City Attorney Rick R. Olivarez, and City Clerk 

Elena G. Chávez  

 

 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

 

Led by Jr. Police Cadet Nestor Garcia 

 

 

APPROVAL OF AGENDA 

 

City Attorney Olivarez reported that staff would like to add an item that came to the attention of 

the City Manager after the posting of the agenda and there is a need to take immediate action. 

 

City Manager Saeki also reported that Item No. 8 would be pulled to a later date. 

 

Motion by Councilmember Lopez, seconded by Councilmember Avila, to approve the agenda as 

amended.  By consensus, the motion carried. 

 

 

PUBLIC STATEMENTS – WRITTEN/ORAL 

 

Hilda Casas, new Community Library Manager for the San Fernando Library, invited all to join 

them on Saturday for National Poetry Month. 
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Sera Boyadjian, San Fernando Superior Courthouse employee, asked that the City not close the 

pool facility during the noon hour because several County employees (and others) utilize the 

pool during their lunch hour.  

 

Linda Campanella Jauron reported that former executive director for El Centro de Amistad, 

Angel Perez, passed away and requested that the meeting adjourn in his memory. 

 

Tom Ross asked that the City Council vote in favor of the agenda items pertaining to co-

sponsorship of the San Fernando Bikeway Clean-up Event and the Help-Portrait San Fernando 

2014. 

 

Jeannette Ross, Kiwanis Club Board Member, dittoed the comments made by Tom Ross. 

 

(Female speaker – did not state name) said she wanted to say “Hello” on behalf of Bob 

Hertzberg who is running for State Senate. 

 

 

RECESS TO CLOSED SESSION (6:23 P.M.) 

 

By consensus, Councilmembers recessed to the following Closed Session as announced by City 

Attorney Olivarez.  

 

City Attorney Olivarez noted for the record that, regarding Item A, G.C. §54956.9(b)(2), should 

reference (for two of the cases) G.C. §54956.9(d)(2) and (e)(1), and the other case should 

reference G.C. §54956.9(d)(2) and (e)(3). 

 

A) CONFERENCE WITH LEGAL COUNSEL – ANTICIPATED LITIGATION 

 G.C. §54956.9(b)(2)     

 Three potential actions involving significant exposure to litigation. 

 

B) CLOSED SESSION PURSUANT TO GOVERNMENT CODE SECTIONS 

54956.9(d)(2) AND 54956.9(e)(1) AND 54956.9(d)(4) 

 Conference with Legal Counsel to discuss facts and circumstances that may create 

liability for the City as relates to the delivery of certain public safety services and related 

discussion of potential causes of actions City may have arising out of the same facts and 

circumstances. 

  One (1) matter. 

 

C) CONFERENCE WITH LEGAL COUNSEL – EXISTING LITIGATION 

G.C. §54956.9(d)(1)      

 Name of Case:  City of San Fernando et al v Wantanabe 

LASC Case No.:  34-2013-80001550-CU-WM-GDS 

 

D) CONFERENCE WITH LABOR NEGOTIATOR 

G.C. §54957.6 

 Designated City Negotiator: Brian Saeki, City Manager 
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 Employees and Employee Bargaining Units that are the Subject of Negotiation: 

  San Fernando Management Group (SEIU, Local 721) 

  San Fernando Public Employees’ Association (SEIU, Local 721)   

  San Fernando Police Officers Association 

  San Fernando Police Officers Association Police Management Unit 

  San Fernando Police Civilian Association (SEIU, Local 721)  

  San Fernando Part-time Employees’ Bargaining Unit (SEIU, Local 721) 

  All Unrepresented Employees 

 

 

RECONVENE AND ANNOUNCE CLOSED SESSION ACTION (7:19 p.m.) 

 

City Attorney Olivarez reported the following: 

 

 Item A – The City Council received a briefing from Special Counsel on various legal 

issues concerning each of the three cases, direction was given to Legal Counsel, but no 

final action was taken. 

 Item B – The City Council received a briefing from staff, direction was given, but no 

final action was taken. 

 Item C – The City Council received a briefing from Legal Counsel but no final action 

was taken. 

 Item D – The City Manager gave an update to the City Council, no action was taken, and 

nothing further to report. 

 

 

PUBLIC STATEMENTS – WRITTEN/ORAL 

 

Bob Hertzberg announced that he is a candidate for State Senate, is visionary, and very 

connected to the community. 

 

Stormy Haupt said it is not fair to audience members that the Closed Session was held at the 

beginning of the meeting and he hopes there was a good reason this was done. 

 

In response to Mr. Haupt’s concern, City Manager Saeki reported that there were attorneys 

scheduled to participate in the Closed Session and, in the interest of saving the City money, this 

item was scheduled first. 

 

 

CONSENT CALENDAR 

 

Motion by Councilmember Fajardo, seconded by Mayor Pro Tem Gonzales, to approve the 

Consent Calendar Items:   

 

1) REQUEST TO APPROVE MINUTES OF APRIL 7, 2014 – REGULAR MEETING 

 

2) REQUEST TO APPROVE WARRANT REGISTER NO 14-042 
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3) NOTICE OF COMPLETION FOR LOPEZ ADOBE ANCILLARY BUILDING AND 

LANDSCAPING PROJECT 

 

4) ADOPTION OF ORDINANCE NO. 1632 ADDING ARTICLE VI (STANDARD 

SPECIFICATION FOR PUBLIC WORKS CONSTRUCTION) TO CHAPTER 74 

(STREETS SIDEWALKS AND OTHER PLACES) OF SAN FERNANDO CITY 

CODE, ADOPTING THE 2012 EDITION OF THE STANDARD SPECIFICATIONS 

FOR PUBLIC WORKS CONSTRUCTION (GREENBOOK) 

 

5) CONSIDERATION OF CO-SPONSORSHIP OF HELP-PORTRAIT SAN FERNANDO 

2014 

 

6) CONSIDERATION TO APPROVE A CONTRACT EXTENSION FOR 

PROFESSIONAL AUDITING SERVICES WITH VAN LANT & FANKHANEL, LLP  

 

7) CONSIDERATION OF CO-SPONSORSHIP OF THE SAN FERNANDO BIKEWAY 

CLEAN-UP EVENT  

 

By consensus, the motion carried. 

 

 

ADMINISTRATIVE REPORTS 

 

8) CONSIDERATION TO APPROVE PARTNERSHIP WITH KADIMA 

CONSERVATORY OF MUSIC  

 

This item was removed under “Approval of Agenda”. 

 

9) CONSIDERATION TO REMOVE PARKING METERS IN THE PUBLIC PARKING 

LOT BEHIND CITY HALL  

 

Interim Public Works Director Marlene Miyoshi presented the staff report and replied to 

questions from Councilmembers. 

 

Discussion ensued amongst Council and staff regarding re-using the parking meters, utilizing 

parking Lot 6N for businesses and looking into parking payment options, a two-hour parking 

limit and enforcement (to ensure availability for the small businesses).  In response, City 

Manager Saeki staff will report back with alternatives. 

 

Motion by Councilmember Avila, seconded by Mayor Pro Tem Gonzales, to: 

 

a. Approve the removal of the 13 parking meters in the public parking lot behind City 

Hall; and 
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b. Adopt Resolution No. 7596 approving the removal of the 13 parking meters in the 

public parking lot behind City Hall. 

 

By consensus, the motion carried. 

 

10)  RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE EXECUTION OF A MASTER COVENANT AND 

AGREEMENT REGARDING ON-SITE BMP MAINTENANCE RELATING TO THE 

MACLAY RANCH TRACT, LOT PT 71, ARB 9, APN 2509-014-270 AT PROPERTY 

COMMONLY IDENTIFIED AS 12900 DRONFIELD AVENUE, SAN FERNANDO, CA 

 

Interim Public Works Director Miyoshi presented the staff report and reported that this is an 

emergency issue that would help avoid the purchase of water from the Metropolitan Water 

District. 

 

Motion by Councilmember Fajardo, seconded by Mayor Pro Tem Gonzales, to adopt a 

Resolution Authorizing the Execution of a Master Covenant and Agreement Regarding On-Site 

BMP Maintenance Relating to the Maclay Ranch Tract, Lot PT 71, ARN 9, APN 2509-014-270 

at 12900 Dronfield Avenue.  By consensus, the motion carried. 

 

 

COMMITTEE/COMMISSION LIAISON UPDATES 

 

In response to Councilmember Avila’s suggestion that City Commissions provide regular 

updates to the City Council, staff will report back with recommendations.  

 

Councilmember Avila reported that SFVCOG changed managers and will be restructuring and 

he will be report back regarding lobbying for resources. 

 

Councilmember Lopez: 1) gave an update on the Valley Economic Alliance; 2) said that the 

Metro East San Fernando Valley Transit Corridor are making their rounds; 3) invitations for the 

Valley Economic Alliance Valley of the Stars event are forthcoming; and 4) and he will report 

back regarding the Valley Economic Alliance providing assistance to businesses for grant 

writing. 

 

Councilmember Fajardo reported that:  1) Education Commissioners have been requested to 

submit their priorities; 2) he hopes to meet with local schools; and 3) the Tree Commission held 

their meeting and hope to have a recommendation to Council regarding a master tree plan.  

 

Mayor Pro Tem Gonzales reported there was no quorum at the last Independent Cities 

Association meeting (he was scheduled to be elected to the board) and ICA is planning their 

summer seminar (same weekend as the Relay for Life). 

 

Mayor Ballin reported that:  1) Southern California Association of Governments had a workshop 

and the topic was how do we get our people back to work right away (labor unions were present 

and talked about an apprenticeship program); and 2) suggested that each Councilmember provide 
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an activity report to be included in the City Manager report (she distributed samples to her 

colleagues.) 

 

 

GENERAL COUNCIL COMMENTS 

 

Councilmember Avila requested that the meeting adjourn in memory of Angel Perez and Los 

Angeles Police Officer Christopher Cortijo.   

 

Mayor Ballin said she would like to add an item to the next agenda pertaining to a request from 

Assemblymember Raul Bocanegra’s office to support AB 1839 (a film tax credit). 

 

Councilmember Fajardo said he wanted to extend gratitude to public employees and invited all to 

visit the new businesses in town (i.e., juicery, old-fashioned hamburger restaurant, and 

barbershop). 

 

Mayor Pro Tem Gonzales reminded everyone of the Bikeway Cleanup Event on May 3.  

 

Mayor Ballin also requested that the meeting adjourn in memory of Paul Manuel Ortiz. 

 

 

STAFF COMMUNICATION 

 

Community Development Director Fred Ramirez reminded everyone of the upcoming May 26 

events (i.e., dog vaccination clinic and e-waste).   

 

Recreation and Community Services Operations Manager Ismael Aguila also announced 

upcoming events (i.e., Relay for Life, Cinco de Mayo, and El Centro de Amistad Mental Health 

Day). 

 

Interim Public Works Director Miyoshi gave an update regarding the opening of the new park on 

Eighth Street (Mountains Conservation Authority will be sending out invites). 

 

 

ADJOURNMENT (8:01 P.M.) 
 

By consensus, the meeting was adjourned.  

 

 

 

 

 

I do hereby certify that the foregoing is a true and 

correct copy of the minutes of April 21, 2014, meeting as 

approved by the San Fernando City Council. 

 

____________________________ 

Elena G. Chávez 

City Clerk 
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FINANCE DEPARTMENT 
 

 

MEMORANDUM 
 

 

 

TO:  Sylvia Ballin and Councilmembers 

 

FROM: Rafaela T. King, Interim Finance Director/Deputy Finance Director 

 

DATE: May 5, 2014 

 

SUBJECT: Warrant Register 

 

 

 

RECOMMENDATION: 

 

It is recommended that the City Council adopt a Resolution (Attachment “A”) approving the 

Warrant Register. 

 

 

BACKGROUND: 

 

For each City Council meeting the Finance Department prepares a Warrant Register for Council 

approval.  The Register includes all recommended payments for the City. Checks, other than 

handwritten checks, generally are not released until after the Council approves the Register.  The 

exceptions are for early releases to avoid penalties and interest, excessive delays and in all other 

circumstances favorable to the City to do so.  Handwritten checks are those payments required to 

be issued between Council meetings such as insurance premiums and tax deposits.  Staff reviews 

requests for expenditures for budgetary approval and then prepares a Warrant Register for 

Council approval and or ratification.  Items such as payroll withholding tax deposits do not 

require budget approval. 

 

The Deputy Finance Director hereby certifies that all requests for expenditures have been signed 

by the department head, or designee, receiving the merchandise or services thereby stating that 

the items or services have been received and that the resulting expenditure is appropriate.  The 

Deputy Finance Director hereby certifies that each warrant has been reviewed for completeness 

and that sufficient funds are available for payment of the warrant register. 

 

 

ATTACHMENT: 

 

A.  Warrant Register Resolution 
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RESOLUTION NO.  14-051 

 

 

RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 

SAN FERNANDO ALLOWING AND APPROVING FOR 

PAYMENT DEMANDS PRESENTED ON DEMAND/ 

WARRANT REGISTER NO.  13-051 

 

 

THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF SAN FERNANDO DOES HEREBY 

RESOLVE, FIND, DETERMINE AND ORDER AS FOLLOWS: 

 

1.  That the demands (EXHIBIT “A”) as presented, having been duly audited, for 

completeness, are hereby allowed and approved for payment in the amounts as shown to 

designated payees and charged to the appropriate funds as indicated. 

 

2.  That the City Clerk shall certify to the adoption of this Resolution and deliver it to the 

City Treasurer. 

 

PASSED, APPROVED, AND ADOPTED this 5
th

 day of May, 2014. 

 

  

                 

Sylvia Ballin, Mayor       

ATTEST: 

 

 

 

      

Elena G. Chávez, City Clerk 

 

 

STATE OF CALIFORNIA  ) 

COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES ) ss 

CITY OF SAN FERNANDO ) 

 

I HEREBY CERTIFY that the foregoing Resolution was approved and adopted at a 

regular meeting of the City Council held on the 5
th

 day of May, 2014, by the following vote to 

wit: 

 

AYES: 

 

NOES: 

 

ABSENT: 

 

 

      

Elena G. Chávez, City Clerk 

ATTACHMENT “A” 
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RECREATION AND COMMUNITY SERVICES DEPARTMENT 
 

 

MEMORANDUM 
 

 

TO:  Mayor Sylvia Ballin and Councilmembers 

 

FROM: Brian Saeki, City Manager 

  By: Ismael Aguila, Recreation and Community Services Department 

 

DATE: May 5, 2014 

 

SUBJECT: Consideration to Accept Supplemental Funds for the Elderly Nutrition Program 

for Fiscal Year (FY) 2013-2014 

 

 

RECOMMENDATION: 

 

It is recommended that the City Council: 

 

a. Approve to accept the Supplemental Funds for the Elderly Nutrition Program for FY 2013-

2014, not to exceed amount of $2,898; and 

 

b. Adopt Resolution No. 7599 (Attachment “A”) amending FY 2013-2014 budget to allow for 

an increase of $2,898 in Revenues and Expenditures in Grant Fund (Fund 10). 

 

 

BACKGROUND:   

 

1. On March, 29, 2012, the Los Angeles County Department of Community and Senior 

Services recommended a maximum annual allocation of $84,877 for the Elderly Nutrition 

Program operated from Las Palmas Park, with the contract term to be from July 1, 2012 

through June 30, 2016. 

 

2. On May 22, 2012, the County of Los Angeles Board of Supervisors approved the execution 

of the contract for the provision of Elderly Nutrition Program services for a four-year term. 

 

3. On September 5, 2012, staff issued a Request for Proposals (RFP) to provide catering and 

meal services for the Elderly Nutrition Program under the authority of the City of San 

Fernando.   

 

4. On October 15, 2012, the City Council approved a contract award (Attachment “B” - 

Contract No. 1688) with Morrison Management Specialists (MMS) not to exceed $84,877 

per fiscal year, to provide nutritious meals for the Elderly Nutrition Program operated from 

Las Palmas Park.   
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5. On March 13, 2014, the Los Angeles County Department of Community and Senior 

Services informed the City that there was additional Elderly Nutrition Program funding 

available for FY 2013-2014.  The methodology of additional needs was identified from the 

over-service and the wait list that each service provider reported in Los Angeles County’s 

Get Care system. The amount allotted to the City of San Fernando for congregate meals (C-

1) is $2,898; these funds are to be used for meals only.  The assigned contract analyst to the 

City of San Fernando, Wanda Ulloa, will contact staff regarding contract amendments for 

these funds.   

 

6. On April 1, 2014, the Contracting Services Branch of the Los Angeles County Department 

of Community and Senior Services issued the 2013-2014 Allocation Chart for Nutrition 

Program Supplemental Funding amounts for Baseline Services. According to the chart, the 

City of San Fernando was allotted $2,898 for additional C-1 congregate meals.   

 

 

ANALYSIS: 

 

Federally-Funded Elderly Nutrition Programs 

 

The Elderly Nutrition Program is administered under the guidelines of the Federal Older 

Americans Act (OAA) which funds two nutrition programs designed to provide meals for older 

persons; a congregate meal program and a home-delivered meal program. There is no income 

restriction for recipients, but service providers must target persons most in need.  Funding 

limitations restrict the number of persons who can receive meals.  

(1)  The Congregate Meals Program serves meals in a group setting at Las Palmas Park and 

meals are often coordinated with other social services such as transportation, educational 

presentations, health screenings, wellness programs and recreation. The annual funding 

allocation for the program meals at Las Palmas Park is $46,803. 

(2)  The Home-Delivered Meals Program assists people who are homebound and is designed to 

help the frail elderly maintain independence and avoid social isolation. The annual funding 

allocation for the program operating from Las Palmas Park is $37,074.  In addition, there is an 

annual funding allocation of $1,000 for Telephone Reassurance which provides regular contact 

and safety checks by trained staff to reassure and support older individuals who are homebound.   

 

Supplemental Funds 

 

Each year, the Los Angeles County Department of Community and Senior Services issues 

supplemental funds to awardees to assist with the purchasing of additional elderly meals, if 

funding permits. According to the 2013-2014 Nutrition Supplemental Allocations for Baseline 

Services (Attachment “C”), the City of San Fernando was allotted $2,898 for additional C-1 

congregate meals.  These funds are to be used for meals only and must be used by June 30, 2014.  

The fund balance cannot be carried over to the following fiscal year.  
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Morrison Management Specialists (MMS) 

  

Morrison Management Specialists is the catering company contracted by the City as the meal 

provider for the Elderly Nutrition Program.  Under the Contract No. 1688 (Attachment “B”), 

MMS can exceed  the maximum amount of $84,877 per year for services (with City Council 

approval) in the event that the City receives supplemental funding from program meal donations 

and/or private donations, in accordance to the United States Administration on Aging Nutrition 

Service Incentive Program. 

 

 

BUDGET IMPACT: 

 

There will be no budget impact to the FY 2013-2014 General Fund.  The expenses for the 

Elderly Nutrition Program have been budgeted in the Grant Fund (Fund 010-422-3750-4260). 

 

 

CONCLUSION: 

  

The City currently facilitates and assists in providing well-balanced meals to seniors in and 

around San Fernando.  With the approval to accept the Supplemental Funds for the Elderly 

Nutrition Program for FY 2013-2014 and approval of the attached Resolution amending FY 

2013-2014 budget to allow for an increase of $2,898 in revenues and expenditures in Grant Fund 

(Fund 10), seniors will receive additional meals in the congregate meal program.  This program 

has increased in attendance and use over the past few years and provides a stable foundation for 

nutrition and services to a population which is at high risk for health-related issues.   

 

 

ATTACHMENTS: 

 

A. Resolution No. 7599 

B. Contract No. 1688 

C. 2013-14 Nutrition Supplemental Allocations for Baseline Services 
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ATTACHMENT “A” 

RESOLUTION NO. 7599 

 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 

SAN FERNANDO AMENDING THE BUDGET FOR THE FISCAL 

YEAR 2013-14 ADOPTED ON JULY 1, 2013 

 

 

 WHEREAS, the City Council has received and considered the proposed adjustment to 

the budget for Fiscal Year 2013-2014, commencing July 1, 2013, and ending June 30, 2014; and  

 

WHEREAS, the City Council has determined that it is necessary to increase the 

expenditures in Grant Fund 10 by $2,898 for Fiscal Year 2014 City budget; and 

 

WHEREAS, the City Council has determined that it is necessary to increase the revenues 

in Grant Fund 10 by $2,898 for Fiscal Year 2014 City budget; and 

 

WHEREAS, an annual budget for the City of San Fernando for the Fiscal Year 

beginning July 1, 2013 and ending June 30, 2014, a copy of which is on file in the City Clerk’s 

Office, has been adopted on July 1, 2013. 

 

NOW THEREFORE, THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF SAN 

FERNANDO, DOES HEREBY RESOLVE, FIND, DETERMINE AND ORDER AS 

FOLLOWS:  

 

Section 1.   The following adjustment to be made to the City Budget: 

 

Grant Fund 010-422-3750-4260 

(Acceptance of Supplemental Funds for Elderly Nutrition Program for FY 2013-2014) 

Increase in Expenditures:    $2,898 

Increase in Revenues:    $2,898 

 

 

PASSED, APPROVED, AND ADOPTED this 5
th

 day of May, 2014. 

 

 

 

 

                                      _____________________________ 

                                                   Sylvia Ballin, Mayor 

 

ATTEST: 

 

 

_______________________________ 

Elena G. Chávez, City Clerk 
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STATE OF CALIFORNIA  ) 

COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES ) ss 

CITY OF SAN FERNANDO ) 

 

 

I HEREBY CERTIFY that the foregoing Resolution was approved and adopted at a 

regular meeting of the City Council held on the 5
th

 day of May, 2014, by the following vote to 

wit: 

 

AYES:   

 

NOES:   

 

ABSENT:  

 

 

 

______________________________ 

Elena G. Chávez, City Clerk 
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IIIC-1 IIIC-2 TOTAL

1 CITY OF AZUSA 31,598                    50                           31,648                    

2 CITY OF CLAREMONT 3,679                      -                         3,679                      

3 CITY OF EL MONTE 14,752                    -                         14,752                    

4 CITY OF GARDENA 1,695                      57,321                    59,016                    

5 CITY OF INGLEWOOD 8,062                      8,062                      

6 CITY OF SAN FERNANDO 2,898                      2,898                      

7 HUMAN SERVICES ASSOCIATION 86,682                    30,756                    117,438                  

8 JEWISH FAMILY SERVICES OF LOS ANGELES 2,825                      13,189                    16,014                    

9 SANTA CLARITA VALLEY COMMITTEE ON AGING, 
CORP. 13,856                    56,362                    70,218                    

10 SOUTHEAST AREA SOCIAL SERVICES FUNDING 
AUTHORITY 7,337                      7,337                      

11 STEELWORKERS OLDTIMERS FOUNDATION 66,526                    66,526                    

12 YMCA OF METROPOLITAN LOS ANGELES 6,133                      7,948                      14,081                    

13 SAN GABRIEL VALLEY YWCA 36,294                    21,900                    58,194                    

14 YWCA/ANTELOPE VALLEY 46,428                    46,428                    

200,412                  315,879                  516,291                  

15 CONSULTANT NUTRITIONAL SERVICES 18,120 14,748 32,868

16 FOOD AND NUTRITION MANAGEMENT SERVICES 5,040 14,580 19,620

GRAND TOTAL 223,572                  345,207                  568,779

County of Los Angeles Community and Senior Services

2013-14 Nutrition Program

Supplemental Funding for Baseline Services

Meal Providers

Total Nutrition Meal Providers

DASS and ENHANCE

3/28/2014

ATTACHMENT "C"
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COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT 
 

 

MEMORANDUM 
 

 

TO:  Mayor Sylvia Ballin and Councilmembers 

 

FROM: Brian Saeki, City Manager 

By: Fred Ramirez, Community Development Director 

   

DATE: May 5, 2014 

 

SUBJECT: Consideration to Adopt a Resolution and Approve a Cooperation Agreement 

between Los Angeles County and the City 

 

 

RECOMMENDATION: 

 

It is recommended that the City Council  adopt Resolution No. 7600 (Attachment "A") 

approving City of San Fernando’s ongoing participation in the Los Angeles Urban County 

Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) Program and authorize the Mayor, or her 

designee to sign the Cooperation Agreement (Attachment “B” – Contract No. 1744) with the 

County of Los Angeles. 

 

 

BACKGROUND: 

 

1. In 1974, the CDBG Program was enacted through the Housing and Community Development 

Act of 1974. The CDBG Program is a Federally funded component of the United States 

Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD). The CDBG Program was 

established to provide communities with resources to address a wide range of unique 

community development needs, including but not limited to: addressing slum and blighted 

conditions; assisting or benefiting low- and moderate-income families; or to meet the needs 

of special-population groups, such as the disabled or senior citizens. The City of San 

Fernando receives an annual allocation of Federal CDBG funding from the United States 

Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD) through its participation in the Los 

Angeles Urban County CDBG Program administered by the Los Angeles County 

Community Development Commission (LACDC). CDBG funds can only be used for eligible 

community development projects meeting national program goals, which include assisting 

the low and moderate income residents of the community.   

 

2. On March 19, 2014, the City received Grants Management Unit (GMU) Bulletin No. 14-

0007 (Attachment "C") from the LACDC requiring the City to update their agreement with 

the County of Los Angeles by April 23, 2014.  
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3. On April 21, 2014, Community Development Director Fred Ramirez made contact with 

LACDC-CDBG Program Supervisor Hermilinda Rendon requesting an extension in order to 

schedule City Council consideration for approval of the Cooperation Agreement and 

associated Resolution. Ms. Rendon was able to grant an extension to mid-May of 2014 to 

allow for City Council review and approval of the Cooperation Agreement and associated 

Resolution. 

 
 

ANALYSIS: 
 

Per the 2010 United States Census, the City of San Fernando has a population of 26,345. 

(Source: http://quickfacts.census.gov/qfd/states/06/0666140.html.) Therefore, since the City of 

San Fernando population is less than 50,000, the City receives its annual CDBG funding through 

the LACDC. Historically, in order to receive funds through the CDBG Program, the City has 

been required to enter into a Cooperation Agreement with the LACDC. The City currently has an 

agreement and is participating in the CDBG Program. Recently, the Department of Housing and 

Urban Development (HUD) changed the requirement for these types of Cooperation Agreements 

and is requiring LACDC to update all of its agreements with participating cities like the City of 

San Fernando. 

 

In order to approve the new Cooperation Agreement (Attachment “B”), the City Council must 

first adopt a Resolution (Attachment “A”) approving ongoing participation in the CDBG 

Program as administered through LACDC. A copy of the signed Resolution and four copies of 

the Cooperation Agreement with the Mayor’s signature will be forwarded to LACDC for final 

execution of the Agreement, which occurs once said Agreement is signed by the LACDC’s 

Executive Director.   

 

The City’s ongoing participation in the CDBG Program will allow the City to continue to receive 

annual allocation of CDBG Program funds in the amount of $231,768 for Fiscal Year (FY) 2014-

2015 to assist with partial repayment of the Los Angeles County Section 108 Loan obtained in 

2004 by the City as a portion of the project funding for the San Fernando Regional Pool Facility 

construction. The allocation amount of $231,768 in CDBG funds leaves a remaining balance of 

$116,819 that must be budgeted by the City for FY 2014-2015 to provide the Section 108 Loan 

total repayment amount of $348,587. The existing Section 108 Loan repayment has three more 

fiscal years of repayments, which is set to conclude during FY 2016-2017, with a final payment 

due in August of 2016.   

  

By participating in the County's CDBG Program, the City automatically participates in the 

County HOME Investment Partnerships Program and the Assisted Housing Programs. Neither of 

these two programs requires City staff support nor funding; the City simply provides information 

to interested residents regarding these County programs. Furthermore, ongoing City participation 

in the CDBG Program may provide future CDBG Program funds for gap funding of affordable 

housing projects, assistance to low-income residents in rehabilitating homes, subsidizing City 

recreation programs for low-income residents, and to possibly make improvements to public 

facilities in order to improve disabled access to said facilities. 
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BUDGET IMPACT: 

 

City Council adoption of Resolution No. 7600 will allow the City to continue to participate and 

receive future funding allocations from the LACDC as part of the ongoing CDBG Program.  

Approval of the Resolution and Cooperation Agreement will not impact the General Fund above 

and beyond our currently budgeted gap funding to ensure continued repayment of the City’s 

existing Section 108 Loan.  

 

 

CONCLUSION: 

 

City staff is recommending that the City Council adopt Resolution No. 7600 approving the 

City’s ongoing participation in the CDBG Program and authorize the Mayor, or her designee to 

sign the Cooperation Agreement with County of Los Angeles.  

 

 

ATTACHMENTS: 

 

A. Resolution No. 7600 

B. Contract No. 1744 

C. GMU Bulletin No. 14-0007 
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RESOLUTION NO. 7600 

 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 

SAN FERNANDO APPROVING PARTICIPATION IN THE LOS 

ANGELES URBAN COUNTY COMMUNITY  DEVELOPMENT 

BLOCK GRANT PROGRAM BY AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR, 

OR HIS/HER DESIGNEE, TO SIGN A COOPERATION 

AGREEMENT WITH THE COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES 

 

WHEREAS, the City of San Fernando desires to continue its participation in the Los 

Angeles Urban County Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) Program for the 

qualification period beginning July 1, 2015; and  

 

WHEREAS, the City of San Fernando City Council authorizes the execution of a 

Cooperation Agreement with the County of Los Angeles in order to receive said CDBG funds; 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF SAN 

FERNANDO DOES HEREBY RESOLVE, FIND, DETERMINE, AND ORDER AS 

FOLLOWS: 

 

 SECTION 1:  The City Council adopts and approves the County of Los Angeles 

Participating City Cooperation Agreement between the City of San Fernando and the County of 

Los Angeles (City Contract No. 1744) for the time period of July 1, 2015 through June 30, 2018 

and self-renewing thereafter.  

   

 SECTION 2:  The City Council authorizes the Mayor or her designee to execute any and 

all documents necessary for participation in the Los Angeles Urban County CDBG Program on 

behalf of the City of San Fernando. 

 

PASSED, APPROVED, AND ADOPTED this 5
th

 day of May, 2014. 

 

  

 

                 

Sylvia Ballin, Mayor       

ATTEST: 

 

 

 

      

Elena G. Chávez, City Clerk 
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STATE OF CALIFORNIA  ) 

COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES ) ss 

CITY OF SAN FERNANDO ) 

 

I HEREBY CERTIFY that the foregoing Resolution was approved and adopted at a 

regular meeting of the City Council held on the 5
th

 day of May, 2014, by the following vote to 

wit: 

 

AYES:  

 

NOES:  

 

ABSENT:  
 

 

      

Elena G. Chávez, City Clerk 
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CONTRACT NO. 1744 

 

 
- 1 - 

 

COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES 

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT BLOCK GRANT PROGRAM 

HOME INVESTMENT PARTNERSHIPS PROGRAMS 

  

PARTICIPATING CITY 

COOPERATION AGREEMENT 

 

 

This Agreement is being entered into on this _____ day of May 2014, to be effective on 

the 1
st
 day of July 2015, by and between the City of San Fernando, hereinafter referred to as 

“City,” and the County of Los Angeles, by and through the Executive Director of the 

Community Development Commission of the County, hereinafter referred to as “County” and 

shall remain in effect for the three-year qualification period through the 30
th

 day of June 2018.  

After this date, this Agreement provides for automatic renewal of participation in successive 

three-year qualification periods, unless the County or the City provides written notice it elects 

not to participate in a new qualification period. 

 

WITNESSETH THAT: 

 

WHEREAS, in 1974, the U.S. Congress enacted and the President signed a law entitled, 

the Housing and Community Development Act of 1974, as amended, herein called the "Act;" 

and  

 

WHEREAS, County and City desire to cooperate to undertake, or assist in undertaking, 

community development, community renewal of lower income housing assistance activities, 

specifically urban renewal and publicly assisted housing, including, but not limited to, the 

improvement or development of housing for persons of low- to moderate-incomes, and other 

community or urban renewal activities authorized by the Act, the Cranston-Gonzalez National 

Affordable Housing Act (NAHA), and the U.S. Housing Act of 1937, as amended;  

 

WHEREAS, the Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) Program, the HOME 

Investment Partnerships (HOME) Program, and the Emergency Solutions Grant (ESG) Program 

are required to have an approved comprehensive housing strategy as authorized under NAHA;  

 

WHEREAS, the County has requested of the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban 

Development, hereinafter referred to as "HUD," that the County be designated as an "Urban 

County;"  

 

WHEREAS, the City desires to participate with the County in said program;  

 

WHEREAS, as the Urban County designee, the County will take responsibility and 

assume all obligations of an applicant under federal statues, including:  the analysis of needs, the 

setting of objectives, the development of community development and housing assistance plans, 

the consolidated plan, and the assurances of certifications;  
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WHEREAS, the terms and provisions of this Agreement are fully authorized under State 

and local law, and this Agreement provides full legal authority for the County, by and through its 

agents and instrumentalities including the Housing Authority of the County of Los Angeles and 

the Community Development Commission of the County of Los Angeles, herein referred as 

"County," to undertake, or assist in undertaking, essential community development and housing 

assistance activities, specifically urban renewal and publicly assisted housing; and 

 

WHEREAS, by executing this Agreement, the parties hereby give notice of the intention 

to participate in the Urban County CDBG Program.  

 

NOW, THEREFORE, the parties agree as follows: 

 

1. The City hereby authorizes the County to perform, or cause to be performed, 

those acts necessary or appropriate to implement the community development and 

housing assistance activities, specifically urban renewal and publicly assisted 

housing, including, but not limited to, improvement or development of housing 

for persons of low- to moderate-income, and other community or urban renewal 

activities authorized under the Act specified for the City in the County's 

Consolidated Plan which will be funded from annual CDBG and applicable 

HOME Programs from Federal annual appropriations and from any program 

income generated from the expenditure of such funds.  County shall have final 

authority and responsibility for selecting projects and annually filing its Final 

Housing and Community Development Plan with HUD. 

 

In the event this Agreement extends into succeeding fiscal years and funds have 

not been appropriated, this Agreement will automatically terminate as of June 30 

of the then current fiscal year.  The County will endeavor to notify the City in 

writing within ten (10) days of receipt of non-appropriation notice.   

 

2. This Agreement covers the following formula funding programs administered by 

HUD where the County is awarded and accepts funding directly from HUD:  The 

CDBG Entitlement Program and the HOME Program.  

 

3. In executing this Agreement, the City understands that it shall not be eligible to 

apply for grants under the Small Cites or State CDBG Programs for 

appropriations for fiscal years during the period in which the City is participating 

in the Urban County CDBG entitlement program; and further, the City shall not 

be eligible to participate in the HOME and ESG programs except through the 

Urban County. 

 

4. The City may participate in a HOME Program only through the County.  Thus, 

even if the County does not receive a HOME formula allocation, the City cannot 

form a HOME consortium with other local governments. 

 

5. The term of this Agreement shall commence on July 1, 2015, the beginning date 

of this new Urban County Qualification Period, which will end on June 30, 2018.  

After this three (3) year Qualification Period ends, this Agreement will 

automatically renew for another period of three (3) years, unless the City provides 
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written notice at least 60 days prior to the end of the term that it elects not to 

participate in a new qualification period.  A copy of that notice must be sent to the 

HUD Field Office.  Before the end of the first three-year term, the County will 

notify the City in writing of its right not to participate in the Urban County for a 

successive three-year term.  

 

The parties agree to adopt amendments to this Agreement incorporating changes 

necessary to meet the requirements for cooperation agreements set forth in the 

Urban County Qualification Notice by HUD, prior to the subsequent three-year 

extension of the term.  Any amendment to this Agreement shall be submitted to 

HUD as required by the regulations and any failure to adopt required amendments 

will void the automatic renewal of the Agreement for the subsequent three-year 

term.  

 

6. This Agreement shall be effective for the period of time required for the 

expenditure of all CDBG and/or applicable HOME funds allocated to the City 

under this Agreement and appropriations from any program income therefrom and 

for the completion of the funded activities.  The County and City agree that they 

cannot terminate or withdraw from this Agreement while it remains in effect.  

 

The City and the County agree to cooperate to undertake, or assist in undertaking, 

community development, community renewal and lower income housing 

assistance activities, specifically urban renewal and publicly assisted housing, 

including, but not limited to, the improvement or development of housing for 

persons of low- to moderate-incomes, and other community or urban renewal 

activities authorized by the Act. 

 

The City and the County in the performance of this Agreement shall take all 

actions necessary or appropriate to assure compliance with the County's 

certification required by Section 104 (b) of Title I of the Act, as amended, 

including the provisions of the National Environmental Policy Act of 1969, Title 

VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, Title VIII of the Civil Rights Act of 1968, 

Section 109 of Title I of the Act, which incorporates Section 504 of the 

Rehabilitation Act of 1973, the Age Discrimination Act of 1975, affirmatively 

furthering fair housing, Section 3 of the Housing and Urban Development Act of 

1968, the Fair Housing Act, the Act, and all other applicable laws and regulations. 

 

7. The City and County agree that CDBG and HOME funding is prohibited for any 

activities in or in support of any cooperating City that do not affirmatively further 

fair housing within its own jurisdiction or that impede the County's action to 

comply with its fair housing certification. 

 

8. Pursuant to 24 CFR 570.501 (b), the City is subject to all requirements applicable 

to subrecipients, including the requirement of a written agreement as set forth in 

24 CFR 570.503. 

 

9. The City shall report to the County of any income generated by the use of CDBG 

or HOME funds received by the City.  Any such program income must be 
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remitted to the County within 30 days of receipt if applicable.  Such program 

income may be used for eligible activities in accordance with all CDBG and 

HOME requirements as may then apply. 

 

10. The County shall be responsible for monitoring and reporting to HUD on the use 

of any program income; therefore, the City shall be required to maintain 

appropriate record keeping and reporting for this purpose. 

 

11. In the event of grant close-out or termination of this Agreement, any program 

income that is on hand or received subsequent to the close-out or change in status 

shall be paid to the County within 60 days after grant closeout. 

 

12. All program income generated from the disposition or transfer of real property 

acquired or improved by the City, using CDBG and/or HOME funds or program 

income, during the term of this Agreement, shall be subject to all the terms and 

conditions of this Agreement, particularly Sections 6 through 11. 

 

13. Any real property which is acquired or improved by the City during the term of 

this Agreement, in whole or in part, using CDBG and/or HOME funds or program 

income in excess of $25,000, shall be subject to the following standards:   

 

a. The County shall be notified by the City in writing of any modification or 

change in the use or disposition of such real property from that planned at 

the time of the acquisition or improvement.  Such notification shall be 

made prior to the modification, change in use or disposition. 

 

b. If such real property is sold within five (5) years or transferred for a use 

which does not qualify as an eligible activity under CDBG and/or HOME 

regulations, the City shall reimburse to the County an amount equal to the 

pro-rata share of the current fair market value of the property or proceeds 

from the sales.  The pro-rata share shall be calculated by multiplying the 

current market value by the percentage of the purchase price paid with 

CDBG funds or program income. 

 

14. The City shall make available for inspection and audit to County's and HUD’s 

representatives, upon request, at any time during the duration of this Agreement 

and for a period of five (5) years, thereafter, all of its books and records relating to 

CDBG and HOME program activities and income. 

 

15. Following the end of the three-year reimbursable contract period and after 

resolving any financial or programmatic findings, if a City elects to leave the Los 

Angeles County Grant Program, and is not eligible to become an entitlement City, 

the City will be unable to request that its allocation or any remaining balance be 

transferred to the City.  Any remaining balance will be transferred to the funding 

pool of the Supervisorial District in which the City is located. 

 

16. The City has adopted and is enforcing: 
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a. A policy prohibiting the use of excessive force by law enforcement 

agencies within its jurisdiction against any individuals engaged in non-

violent civil rights demonstrations; and 

 

b. A policy of enforcing applicable State and local laws against physically 

barring entrance to or exit from a facility or location which is the subject 

of such non-violent civil rights demonstrations within its jurisdiction. 

 

17. The City shall or shall continue to provide a drug-free workplace by: 

 

a. Publishing a statement notifying employees that the unlawful 

manufacture, distribution, dispensing, possession, or use of a controlled 

substance is prohibited in the City's workplace and specifying the actions 

that will be taken against employees for violation of such prohibition. 

 

b. Establishing an ongoing drug-free awareness program to inform 

employees about: 
 

i The dangers of drug abuse in the workplace; 
 

ii The City's policy of maintaining a drug-free workplace; 

 

iii Any available drug counseling, rehabilitation, and employee 

assistance programs; and 
 

iv The penalties that may be imposed upon employees for drug abuse 

violations occurring in the workplace. 
 

c. Making it a requirement that each employee to be engaged in the 

performance of the grant be given a copy of the statement required by 

paragraph “a” of this Section 17. 
 

d. Notifying the employee in the statement required by paragraph “a” of this 

Section 17 that, as a condition of employment funded by the CDBG and/or 

HOME grant, the employee will: 
 

i Abide by the terms of the statement; and 
 

ii Notify the City in writing of his or her conviction for a violation of a 

criminal drug statute occurring in the workplace no later than five (5) 

calendar days after such conviction. 
 

e. Notifying the County in writing, within ten (10) calendar days after 

receiving notice under subparagraph d(ii) of this Section 17 from an 

employee or otherwise receiving actual notice of any such conviction; and 

the City must provide written notice, including position or title, of any 

City employees convicted of any criminal drug statute to every County 

officer or other designee who processed a CDBG or HOME grant which 
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funded any activity on which the convicted employee was working, unless 

HUD has designated an identification number(s) of each affected grant. 
 

f. Taking one (1) of the following actions, within thirty (30) calendar days of 

receiving notice under subparagraph d(ii) of this Section 17, with respect 

to any employee who is so convicted: 
 

i Taking appropriate personnel action against such an employee, up to 

and including termination, consistent with the requirements of the 

Rehabilitation Act of 1973, as amended; or 
 

ii Requiring such employee to participate satisfactorily in a drug abuse 

assistance or rehabilitation program approved for such purpose by a 

federal, State, local health, law enforcement, or other appropriate 

agency. 
 

g. Making a good faith effort to continue to maintain a drug-free workplace 

through implementation of paragraphs a, b, c, d, e, and f, of this Section 

17. 

 

 IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the Board of Supervisors of the County of Los Angeles has 

caused this Agreement to be subscribed by the Executive Director of the Community 

Development Commission of the County of Los Angeles, and the City has subscribed the same 

through its duly authorized officers, on the day, month, and year first above written 

 

County Counsel Certification 

 

 The office of the County Counsel hereby certifies that the terms and provisions of this 

Agreement are fully authorized under State and local laws, and that the Agreement provides full 

legal authority for the County to undertake or assist in undertaking essential community 

development and housing assistance activities, specifically urban renewal and public assisted 

housing.  

 

 

By:  ___________________________  ______________________ 

 Deputy County Counsel    Date 

 

 

 

COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES    CITY OF SAN FERNANDO  

 

 

By                                                              By          

      SEAN ROGAN, Executive Director   SYLVIA BALLIN, Mayor 

    Community Development Commission 

of the County of Los Angeles    
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ATTEST:           

 

City Clerk 

           

  

 

By            

 ELENA G. CHAVEZ, City Clerk 

 

 

APPROVED AS TO FORM:    APPROVED AS TO FORM: 

 

JOHN F. KRATTLI  

County Counsel 

 

 

 

By            By __________________________ 

      Deputy           RICK OLIVAREZ, City Attorney       
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POLICE DEPARTMENT 
 

 

MEMORANDUM 
 

 

TO:  Mayor Sylvia Ballin and City Councilmembers 

 

FROM: Brian Saeki, City Manager 

 By:  Robert Parks, Acting Police Chief 

  Anthony Vairo, Acting Police Lieutenant 

 
DATE:  May 5, 2014 

 

SUBJECT: Consideration to Purchase Replacement Firearms for Sworn Personnel 

 

 

RECOMMENDATION: 

 

It is recommended that the City Council authorize the purchase of 50 Glock M21 G4 45 caliber 

handguns from Proforce Law Enforcement, for an amount not to exceed $25,677.75.  

  

   

BACKGROUND: 

 

In Fiscal Year 2002-2003, the Police Department purchased firearms for all sworn personnel 

(Glock Models 21 and 22). The issued firearms enable sworn personnel to perform their duties, 

including the protection of life and property. These firearms have improved illuminating gun 

sights atop each firearm, which greatly assists officers with proper aim and target acquisition in 

low lighting situations. However, these sights are outdated and out of warranty. Additionally, 

each month, all sworn personnel are required to maintain firearm proficiency and qualify in the 

Police Department’s firing range. Based on the age, safety requirements, and continual use, the 

current firearms are in need of replacement with the next generation model.  

 

 

ANALYSIS: 

 

The Police Department’s Rangemasters are qualified and credentialed individuals that have 

professionally maintained and serviced the current firearms. Collectively, they have expressed 

their professional opinion to replace the current firearms based on several factors, including 10-

year replacement requirement and safety concerns associated with overall serviceability (i.e., 

metal fatigue and high cost of replacement parts and illuminating gun sights). Consequently, the 

purchase of replacement firearms will keep the Police Department at a high level of weapons 

proficiency, decrease the overall maintenance and repair cost, and minimize liability.     
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The cost to purchase 50 replacement firearms (Glock M21 G4 45 caliber firearms) is $25,677.75 

(Attachment “A”), and may be procured from Proforce Law Enforcement, the sole distributor 

(and sole source) of Glock firearms for the western United States. Funding for this purchase is 

allocated in this fiscal year’s Equipment Maintenance account (001-222-0000-4320).  

 

The process (from purchase to delivery) will take approximately three months.  Once the new 

equipment is received, the City offers a buyback opportunity for sworn personnel who wish to 

keep their firearm.  In accordance with Chapter 2, Article VI, Division 7 of the San Fernando 

City Code, sworn personnel may purchase their current firearms at a depreciated cost.  

Considering the current staffing level, revenues gained from the sales of the current firearms will 

be approximately $9,300 ($300 per firearm), which will be deposited into the General Fund.  

 

Staff anticipates providing the City Council an update regarding disposition of surplus City-

owned property (firearms) within the next few months.  

 

 

BUDGET IMPACT: 

 

The budget impact associated with the purchase of the replacement firearms have already been 

accounted for as part of the Police Department’s Support Services Equipment Maintenance 

Account (001-222-0000-4320) for Fiscal Year 2013-2014. 

 

 

CONCLUSION: 

 

The Police Department has established the need to implement the replacement of the current 

firearms with the new Glock M21 G4 45 caliber weapons and recommends that the City Council 

authorize the purchase of said firearms to ensure the protection of life and property in the City of 

San Fernando. 

 

 

ATTACHMENT: 

 

A.  Proforce Law Enforcement Price Quote 
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COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT 

 

 

MEMORANDUM 
 

 

TO:  Mayor Sylvia Ballin and Councilmembers 

 

FROM: Brian Saeki, City Manager 

By: Fred Ramirez, Community Development Director 

 

DATE: May 5, 2014 

 

SUBJECT: Update Regarding Traffic Modification Request from Vista del Valle Dual 

Language Academy  

 

 

 

RECOMMENDATION: 

 

It is recommended that the City Council receive and file the staff report update regarding the 

City’s response to date (Attachment “A”) to the request from Vista del Valley Dual Language 

Academy (Los Angeles Unified School District) to modify and remove the restricted parking red 

curb on the north side of Eighth Street from Macneil Street to Brand Boulevard, adjacent to the 

school property.   

 

 

BACKGROUND: 

 

1. In December 2005, the Los Angeles Unified School District (LAUSD) issued the Draft 

Environmental Impact Report (EIR) for the construction of a new Valley Region Elementary 

School No. 8 (known as Vista del Valle Dual Language Academy) and requested comments.  

 

2. On January 8, 2006, the City of San Fernando Traffic Engineering Consultant, Tom Brohard, 

issued comments on the Draft EIR, and on January 24, 2006, Daniel Wall, the San Fernando 

City Engineer, sent comments on the Draft EIR.  During the comment period, other officials 

and property owners submitted concerns and comments to the Draft EIR. 

 

3. LAUSD considered the comments and issued a Final EIR in March 2006.  The concerns 

raised by the City of San Fernando were deemed of no consequence and no mitigation 

measures were implemented to address these concerns.  The EIR was adopted by the LAUSD 

Board of Education with overriding considerations.  

 

4. In the Final EIR, Response to Public Comments (pages 8-53) “Based on the limited number 

of potential access points, the location of the charter school in close proximity to the 

proposed project site, and the potential layout of the proposed school, the currently proposed 
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access points for the proposed project and the size the pick-up/drop-off area are considered 

adequate and in compliance with LAUSD Design Guidelines.”  

 

5. In the Final EIR the Executive Summary stated, “The main access (entrance) for the 

proposed project would be located off Bromont Avenue.  The student drop-off and pick-up 

loading and unloading zone for passenger cars and buses would be located off Bromont 

Avenue.  Parking would be provided for faculty and visitors.  Access to the parking area 

would be provided off Bromont Avenue.  Additionally, a pedestrian and emergency access 

gate will be provided off Eighth Street.” 

 

6. A memorandum dated September 7, 2010, noted a meeting with the school principal and 

others discussing use of Eighth Street as a drop-off point.  The memorandum notes that 

school officials were notified that the EIR stated the loading/unloading was to be on Bromont 

Avenue and not on Eighth Street. 

 

7. On September 13, 2010, the school opened. 

 

8. On October 4, 2013, the Principal of Vista del Valle Dual Language Academy submitted a 

letter to the City of San Fernando Traffic and Safety Commission requesting a crossing 

guard, street signs, and red curb (removal). 

 

9. On November 20, 2013, the Transportation and Safety Commission reviewed the request by 

the Principal and after consideration, voted to recommend to the City Council to remove the 

restricted parking red curb on the north side of Eighth Street from Macneil Street to Brand 

Boulevard, subject to the conditions of approval noted in Attachment “B” of this staff report.  

Based on staff analysis, it was estimated that the total cost of proposed changes is 

approximately $67,000.  In addition, the City will incur the ongoing expense to pay for a 

crossing guard at this new entry point to the subject school site, which is currently estimated 

at approximately $12,000 per year. 

 

10. On January 6, 2014, staff presented the Transportation and Safety Commission 

recommendation to the City Council for consideration.  Per the request of Julio Anlau, the 

field representative for LAUSD District 6 Board Member, Monica Ratliff, the item was 

continued to the February 3, 2014, City Council meeting. 

 

11. On April 30, 2014, then Mayor Antonio Lopez and Community Development Director Fred 

Ramirez met with LAUSD District No. 6 Board Member Monica Ratliff and Field Deputies 

Julio Anlau and David Gonzalez to further clarify the City’s concerns regarding removal of 

the red curb and establishment of a temporary pick-up and drop-off zone without conducting 

a traffic analysis and incorporating mitigation measures similar to the Conditions of 

Approval proposed by City staff to the City Council at their upcoming February 3, 2014. The 

meeting between the City and LAUSD was conducted at the request of LAUSD Board 

Member Ratliff. Based on discussion with Board Member Ratliff and her field 

representatives, it was the understanding of the City representatives at the meeting that 

LAUSD would be requesting additional time at the upcoming February 3, 2014 City Council 
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meeting in order to meet with their environmental division to discuss the City’s conditions of 

approval and potential funding sources to meet the City’s requirements.  

 

12. On February 3, 2014, the City Council considered the traffic modification request from Vista 

del Valle Dual Language Academy (LAUSD). As part of the City Council review, City staff 

had initially recommended approval subject to the Conditions of Approval noted as 

“Attachment ‘A’ ” to the February 3, 2014 Staff Report to City Council. As part of the public 

comments, Field Deputy Julio Anlau of LAUSD District No. 6 Board Member Monica 

Ratliff’s Office made a request of the City Council to continue the item to a future meeting in 

order to allow additional time for LAUSD staff to review the request and associated 

Conditions of Approval. Subsequent to discussion, the City Council voted to continue the 

item to a future meeting and also directed City staff to continue to work with LAUSD 

representatives in order to seek a solution that addresses outstanding concerns regarding 

pedestrian and vehicular safety and impacts to the surrounding neighborhood associated with 

the removal of red curb and new proposed pick-up and drop-off location adjacent to the 

school site off of Eighth Street, in the City of San Fernando.  (See Attachment “B”: February 

3, 2014 City Council Staff Report on this issue for further information.) 

 

13. On February 14, 2014, LAUSD Office of Environmental Health and Safety Director John 

Sterritt sent Interim Public Works Director Marlene Miyoshi a letter (Attachments “C” and 

“D”) notifying the City that LAUSD had determined, “that current conditions at the campus 

(i.e., Vista del Valley Language Academy) have created an emergency for pedestrian safety. 

In order to mitigate this condition, we are proposing that the ‘red-curb’ along Eighth Street 

adjacent to the campus be removed and replaced with a limited parking (student pick-up and 

drop-off) zone.” Furthermore, the Mr. Sterritt noted that, “LAUSD will file a Categorical 

Exemption 15270-Emergency Projects…” under the premise that the “exemption may be 

invoked for specific actions necessary to prevent or mitigate an emergency”.  

 

14. On April 15, 2014, Community Development Director Fred Ramirez sent a response letter to 

Mr. Sterritt (Attachment “A”) regarding LAUSD’s request to remove the existing red curb on 

Eighth Street in order to establish a pick-up and drop-off zone location adjacent to the Vista 

del Valle Dual Language Academy.  City staff also requested that a copy of the letter be 

transmitted to all LAUSD Board Members. A copy of the City’s response letter was also 

transmitted by the City to the Principal of Vista Del Valle Language Academy on April 28, 

2014, via U.S. Mail. During this time, City staff continued to await additional feedback from 

LAUSD representatives on possible mitigation measures that would allow for removal of the 

red curb and implementation of a temporary pick-up and drop-off zone while addressing the 

City’s need to ensure student, pedestrians, commuters, and neighboring residents/property 

owners’ safety.   

 

 

ANALYSIS: 

 

The City’s response letter of April 15, 2014, notes a similar concern to LAUSD’s in seeking to 

improve student and pedestrian safety during drop-off and pick-up times during the school week. 
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However, it is the City’s belief that LAUSD has not provided the City with enough information 

to determine whether an emergency exemption under the California Environmental Quality Act 

(CEQA) applies to the proposed removal the red curb from Eighth Street and subsequent use of 

that portion of Eighth Street adjacent to the subject school site as a pick-up and drop-off zone. 

Given the increased traffic on Eighth Street under LAUSD’s proposal, a traffic analysis is 

needed in order to assess potential safety hazards that may be faced by pedestrians and students 

resulting from increased numbers of vehicles using the street and/or using adjacent residential 

driveways to turn around as well as from the lack of traffic control devices that may be necessary 

to mitigate the impact of additional vehicular and pedestrian traffic on Eighth Street. Secondly, it 

is the City’s contention that pursuant to City Code Section 90-486, the City has the discretionary 

right to determine the appropriate location of red curbs, pick-up and drop-off zones, and the 

placement and maintenance of traffic control devices that may be attributed to LAUSD’s 

proposed removal of red-curb and subsequent establishment of a temporary pick-up and drop-off 

zone.  

 

In order for the City to ensure the protection of public health, safety and general welfare of 

students, pedestrians, commuters and the neighboring residents/property owners the City is 

requesting the LAUSD provide the necessary traffic analysis as part of their application for 

request to remove the red curb and establishment of a pick-up and drop-off zone adjacent to the 

school site on Eighth Street. Furthermore, the traffic analysis will assist the City in determining 

what mitigation measures (including those previously considered by the City Council as 

Conditions of Approval at the February 3, 2014 City Council meeting) are necessary in order to 

ensure proper traffic flow and pedestrian safety in the surrounding area. Lastly, it is City staff’s 

assessment that removal of the red-curb and establishment of a pick-up a drop-off zone without 

such traffic analysis would likely present new dangers to pedestrians, commuters, and residents 

in the surrounding area and expose the City to potential liability for injuries and damage to 

property due to the increase traffic and pedestrians on Eighth Street.  (See Attachment “A”: April 

15, 2014 City response letter to LAUSD for additional information.)    

 

 

BUDGET IMPACT: 

 

There is no budget impact associated with the City Council receipt of the staff report update on 

the status of LAUSD’s request to remove the red curb adjacent to Vista del Valley Language 

Academy on Eighth Street.  It is anticipated that any future costs associated with the preparation 

of the traffic analysis, environmental assessment, and mitigation measures that need to be 

implemented as a result of said traffic analysis and associated environmental assessment shall be 

paid by LAUSD as the project applicant.  

 

 

CONCLUSION: 

 

It is recommended the City Council receive and file the staff report update regarding the request 

from Vista del Valley Dual Language Academy (LAUSD) to modify to remove the restricted 

parking red curb on the north side of Eighth Street from Macneil Street to Brand Boulevard, 
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adjacent to the school property.  As noted above, City staff has requested additional information 

from LAUSD related to potential significant adverse environmental impacts associated with the 

traffic impacts attributed to the removal of red curb and implementation of a pick-up and drop-

off zone. In addition, City staff will continue to await additional feedback from LAUSD 

representatives on a possible mitigation measure that would allow for removal of the red curb 

and implementation of a pick-up and drop-off zone on Eighth Street while addressing the City’s 

need to ensure student, pedestrians, commuters, and neighboring residents/property owners 

safety. 

 

 

ATTACHMENTS: 

 

A. City Response Letter to John Sterritt (LAUSD’s OEHS Director) (April 15, 2014) 

B. City Council Staff Report (February 3, 2014) 

C. Letter from John Sterritt to City Interim Public Works Director (February 14, 2014 

D. LAUSD Internal Memorandums (January 31, 2014) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

05/05/2014 CC Meeting Agenda Page 93 of 198



Subject: City Response to Vista Del Valle Dual Language Academy 8th Street Red Curb Removal Request 
Page 1 of 5 

April 15, 2014 
Transmitted via US Mail and E-Mail 

John.sterritt@lausd.net 
john.r.anderson@lausd.net 

brad.smith@lausd.net 

Mr. John Sterritt 
Director, Office of Environmental Health & Safety 
Los Angeles Unified School District 
333 South Beaudry Avenue, 28th Floor 
Los Angeles, California   90017 

Subject: City Response to Vista Del Valle Dual Language Academy 8th Street Red Curb Removal 
Request 

Dear Mr. Sterritt: 

We are in receipt of your letter dated February 14, 2014 in which you explained the Los 
Angeles Unified School District’s (LAUSD) position on the 8th Street red curb issue at the Vista del 
Valle Dual Language Academy (Vista del Valle Academy).  You have specifically explained that 
LAUSD has determined that current conditions at the campus have created an emergency (“imminent 
hazard”) for pedestrian safety.  LAUSD is proposing the removal of the existing red curb and the 
installation of a limited parking zone (i.e. a loading/unloading zone).  Additionally, LAUSD intends to 
file a Categorical Exemption under Article 18 (Statutory Exemptions), section 15269 – Emergency 
Projects of the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) Guidelines in response to the City’s 
CEQA concerns.   

Background 

It is our understanding that LAUSD’s decision to design and subsequently build the school and 
associated pick-up and drop-off access points at said school were deemed to be sufficient to 
accommodate projected demand as determined by the associated transportation and traffic impact 
analysis conducted during the preparation of the DEIR and FEIR.   However, post construction it has 
now been determined by LAUSD that pick-up and drop-off along Bromont Avenue are now inadequate 
to accommodate current demand and as a result created an imminent hazard for pedestrian safety and 
that now LAUSD is proposing an emergency project to install a loading/unloading zone on 8th Street 
and remove the existing red curb in front of the property.  As we previously noted during the public 
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comment period of the DEIR/FEIR and as LAUSD has now come to determine, the main access on 
Bromont Avenue with the currently implemented mitigation measures have proven to be inadequate. 
 

The Principal of Vista del Valle Academy reached out to the City on October 2013 to express 
safety concerns and request the 8th Street red curb removal.  The City did not treat the request lightly 
and did extensive research into the situation on 8th Street and the adjacent streets in both the City of Los 
Angeles and the City of San Fernando.  (It appears the City’s original transportation/traffic and 
pedestrian safety concerns during the EIR review period have come to pass.)   
 
Compliance with CEQA 
 

As the City shall be carrying out this project (removing the red curb and establishing a 
loading/unloading zone), the City is the lead agency of this project under CEQA. 14 C.C.R. § 15051.  
The lead agency is responsible for considering the effects, both individual and collective, of all 
activities involved in a project. Pub. Res. Code § 21002.1.  While LAUSD is free to make its own 
analysis of whether the emergency exemption applies to this project, the City, as the lead agency, must 
make its own determination of its CEQA obligations and any applicable exemptions.  

The City shares your concern for student and pedestrian safety during drop-off and pick-up 
times during the school week.  However, at this time, the LAUSD has not provided the City with 
enough information to determine whether the emergency exemption under CEQA applies to LAUSD’s 
proposal to remove the red curb and use of this section of 8th Street as a pick-up/drop off zone.  Under 
CEQA, an emergency is “a sudden, unexpected occurrence, involving a clear and imminent danger, 
demanding immediate action to prevent or mitigate loss of, or damage to, life, health, property, or 
essential public services.” Pub. Res. Code § 21060.3.  Although there is no requirement that a 
preliminary study be conducted before deciding to use the emergency exemption, there must be 
substantial evidence of each element of this exemption in order for the exemption to be appropriately 
applied. CalBeach Advocates v. City of Solana Beach (2002) 103 CA4th 529.  Substantial evidence 
means enough relevant information and reasonable inferences from the information that a fair argument 
can be made to support a conclusion, even though other conclusions might also be reached.  Id. at 535-
536.  The City has several concerns regarding the application of the emergency exemption to this 
proposed project/use.   
 

“Sudden, Unexpected Occurrence” 
 
First, the City is concerned whether this situation qualifies under CEQA as a “sudden and 

unexpected occurrence” for purposes of the emergency exemption.  In the interoffice memo to your 
office discussing the safety hazard at the school, Brad Smith identifies inadequate space for cars to 
maneuver for pick-up/drop-off around school buses and additional congestion due to the narrowness of 
Bromont Avenue and Brand Street.  As you are aware, during LAUSD’s circulation of the EIR for the 
construction of Valley Region Elementary School #8 (in 2006), the City expressed traffic and 
pedestrian safety concerns and the likelihood of severe congestion on Bromont Avenue with LAUSD’s 
proposed pick-up/drop-off plans, given inadequate loading and unloading areas on site and the 
narrowness of Bromont Avenue and Brand Boulevard at points.  These concerns were ultimately 
deemed to either be of no consequence or mitigated by a combination of the following: the design of 
the on-site pick up and drop off on Bromont Avenue, use of a left turn only for vehicles existing the 
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proposed school along the eastern driveway, and use of the 8th Street gate as pedestrian and emergency 
access gate. Furthermore, it was determined that no additional improvements would be needed to North 
Brand Boulevard in the City of Los Angeles to allow for overflow traffic from the subject site to travel 
north along and Brand Boulevard and exit onto Foothill Boulevard.   

 
The City identified these traffic congestion problems during the planning stages of the school 

site and these problems have come to fruition for the same reasons the City identified back in 2006.  
Therefore, the City does not agree that this situation is a sudden or unexpected occurrence, so as to 
allow for the application of the emergency exemption under CEQA.   
 
 “Clear and Imminent Danger” 
 

Second, the City would like some additional information on how LAUSD has determined that 
there is an “imminent hazard” to pedestrian safety.  While the City appreciates Mr. Smith’s belief that 
there is an imminent hazard to pedestrian safety, his memorandum only opines on the  likely causes of 
such an imminent hazard but it is unclear how he has reached the conclusion that an imminent hazard 
exists.  Has the school conducted any type of study?  Is this determination based upon Mr. Smith’s or 
school staff members’ personal observations? If the City is to declare this project exempt from CEQA 
due to an emergency, the City would like to ensure that all necessary information is documented, 
including identifying the facts comprising the basis of the determination that a clear and imminent 
danger exists. These facts must be sufficient to show there is substantial evidence of an imminent 
danger (“[m]ere uncorroborated opinion or rumor does not constitute substantial evidence.” CalBeach 
Advocates v. City of Solana Beach (2002), 103 Cal.App.4th 529, 536).  
 
 “Demanding Immediate Action to Prevent or Mitigate Loss” 
 

Third, LAUSD has not provided the City with any facts suggesting that immediate action is 
necessary or that the proposed action will prevent or mitigate the consequences of an imminent danger.  
When establishing findings under CEQA, findings that merely recite statutory language without 
applying facts regarding the application to the applicable laws are insufficient as a matter of law.  City 
of Carmel-by-the-Sea v. Board of Supervisors (1977) 71 CA3d 84, 92.  The City has concerns about 
whether LAUSD’s proposed solution will in fact prevent or mitigate the danger LAUSD has identified, 
as LAUSD has provided no facts to substantiate its assertions.  LAUSD requests that the City remove 
the red curb striping on 8th Street to allow the use of 8th Street as a second pick-up/drop off area.  While 
this action may possibly lessen traffic congestion at the primary drop-off/pick-up site and along 
Bromont Avenue, the City has concerns regarding the safety of pedestrians and students on 8th Street if 
LAUSD were to establish a pick-up/drop-off area on 8th Street. This request is not a simple matter of 
applying some grey paint over red curb. There are potential significant adverse environmental 
transportation/traffic and pedestrian safety impacts associated with removal of the red curb and 
allowing that area to become a loading/unloading zone on what is essentially a cul de sac street with no 
alternative outlet.  

 Given the increased traffic to 8th Street under this proposal, pedestrians and students may face 
danger from cars turning around and a possible lack of necessary traffic control devices to 
accommodate the additional volume of cars and pedestrians on 8th Street.  The City requests that 
LAUSD provide documented information regarding the likely consequences to pedestrians of using 8th 
Street as a second pick-up/drop-off location.   If the City is to use an emergency exemption under 
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CEQA, the City needs substantial evidence that LAUSD’s proposed solution will a) likely lessen traffic 
congestion at the primary pick-up/drop-off area and Bromont Street so as to prevent or mitigate 
imminent danger to pedestrians, and b) not present a similar danger to pedestrian safety on 8th Street.  
 
 
State Law and Municipal Code Requirements 
 

The City has the authority to enact and enforce land use laws under its police power. Devita v. 
County of Napa (1995) 9 C4th 763; California Constitution, article XI, section 7; Scrutton v. County of 
Sacramento (1969) 275 CA2d 412, 418.  The City’s police power includes considering not only the 
welfare of its residents, but also the welfare of citizens in the surrounding region.  Associated Home 
Builders of the Greater Eastbay, Inc. v. City of Livermore (1976) 18 C3d 582, 601.  Furthermore, the 
California Vehicle Code authorizes local regulation of no parking zones, crosswalks, traffic control 
devices, and restrictions on the use of public or private highways.  See Veh. Code § 22507; Veh. Code 
§ 21106; Veh. Code § 21100.1; Veh. Code § 21351; Veh. Code § 21400.  Even assuming this project is 
exempt from CEQA under the emergency exemption, which the City does not believe it is, the City 
requires that all applicants submit information the City deems necessary to make land use 
determinations.  The City has requested that LAUSD conduct environmental and traffic analysis so that 
the City can evaluate the proposed project’s effect on the City’s current land use plan, as well as the 
effect on the public’s health, safety and welfare.  Specifically, the City will still need to review traffic 
analyses in order to determine whether the removal of the red curb zone and the establishment of a 
secondary pick-up/drop-off zone are feasible and what, if any, additional traffic control devices are 
necessary for adequate traffic flow and pedestrian safety.   

 
These traffic analyses are also required under the City’s municipal code. The City has vested the 

City Traffic Engineer with the authority to determine the marking of passenger loading zones and the 
duty to place and maintain traffic control devices. See San Fernando City Code (SFCC) section 90-246 
and section 90-486.  For traffic control devices that are not required by state law or under the SFCC, 
such as in this situation, the City Traffic Engineer may place any additional traffic control devices 
(including but not limited to stop signs, yield/right of way signs, speed restriction signs, and lines 
marking roadways) she/he deems necessary to regulate or guide traffic, but such determination must be 
made on the basis of traffic engineering principles and traffic investigations. (SFFC section 90-486(c).)   

 
At this time, LAUSD has not provided the necessary traffic investigation information and 

analyses in its application to the City for the City Traffic Engineer to determine (a) that it is appropriate 
to remove the red curb zone on 8th Street and (b) what traffic control devices would be necessary for the 
proposed drop-off/pick-up activity to ensure proper traffic flow and pedestrian safety in this area of the 
City.  To remove the red curb and establish an unloading/loading zone on 8th Street without such 
considerations will likely present new dangers to pedestrians and residents, and expose the City to 
liability for injuries and damage to property due to the increase in traffic and pedestrians on 8th Street.  
While the City understands LAUSD’s desire to ensure the safety of its students and other pedestrians 
along Bromont Avenue, the City requires that LAUSD provide the City with all the information the 
City needs to similarly ensure the safety of students, its residents, and other pedestrians on 8th Street. 
 
  The City requests that LAUSD provide a traffic impact analysis to determine possible impacts 
of the proposed project, which may include, but are not limited to: existing traffic load and roadway 
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capacity impacts to the surrounding street system in San Fernando; congestion at intersections; possible 
need for a new pedestrian crosswalk on 8th Street; and lack of cul de sac or alternative turn around area 
for vehicles travelling east along 8th Street toward its terminus adjacent to the Pacoima Wash.   
 
 
 Moving Forward 
 

The City understands LAUSD’s safety concerns but the City cannot agree to the red curb 
removal with no additional traffic analysis and without the implementation of safety measures.  Until 
such time that LAUSD provides the City with the required traffic impact analysis and other information 
the City Traffic Engineer requires to make his determination of necessary traffic control devices, the 
City considers LAUSD’s application for the red curb removal and establishment of an 
unloading/loading zone to be incomplete. 

  
Thank you for your consideration and understanding of the City’s position.  Please note we are 

more than willing to meet with you to discuss alternatives if you feel it would be meaningful.  If there 
are any questions, please do not hesitate to contact Marlene Miyoshi, Interim Public Works Director at 
(818) 898-1237 or myself at (818) 898-7316. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
Federico Ramirez 
Community Development Director 
 
 
cc: San Fernando City Council 
 LAUSD Board of Education: 
  Monica Ratliff 
  Marguerite Poindexter LaMotte 
  Monica Garcia 
  Tamar Galatzan 
  Steve Zimmer 
  Bennett Kayser 
  Dr. Richard Vladovic 
 Greg Garcia, Director, LAUSD Facilities Services Division 
 Brian Saeki, San Fernando City Manager 
 Marlene Miyoshi, San Fernando Interim Public Works Director 
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MEMORANDUM 

TO: Mayor Antonio Lopez and Councilmembers 

FROM: Fred Ramirez, Interim City Manager 
By: Marlene Miyoshi, Interim Public Works Director 

DATE: February 3, 2014 

SUBJECT: Consideration of Traffic Modification Request from Vista del Valle Dual 
Language Academy (Los Angeles Unified School District) 

RECOMMENDATION: 

It is recommended that the City Council approve the recommendation of the Transportation and 
Safety Commission to remove the restricted parking red curb on the north side of Eighth Street 
from Macneil Street to Brand Boulevard, adjacent to the school property, subject to the 
conditions of approval noted in Attachment “A”. 

BACKGROUND: 

1. In December 2005, the Los Angeles Unified School District (LAUSD) issued the Draft
Environmental Impact Report (EIR) for the construction of a new Valley Region Elementary
School No. 8 (known as Vista del Valle Dual Language Academy) and requested comments.

2. On January 8, 2006, the City of San Fernando Traffic Engineering Consultant, Tom Brohard,
issued comments on the Draft EIR, and on January 24, 2006, Daniel Wall, the San Fernando
City Engineer, sent comments on the Draft EIR. During the comment period other officials
and property owners submitted concerns and comments to the Draft EIR.

3. LAUSD considered the comments and issued a Final EIR in March 2006.  The concerns
raised by the City of San Fernando were deemed of no consequence and no mitigation
measures were implemented to address these concerns.  The EIR was adopted by the LAUSD
Board of Education with overriding considerations.

4. In the Final EIR, Response to Public Comments (pages 8-53) “Based on the limited number
of potential access points, the location of the charter school in close proximity to the
proposed project site, and the potential layout of the proposed school, the currently proposed
access points for the proposed project and the size the pick-up/drop-off area are considered
adequate and in compliance with LAUSD Design Guidelines.”
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5. In the Final EIR the Executive Summary stated, “The main access (entrance) for the 
proposed project would be located off Bromont Avenue.  The student drop-off and pick-up 
loading and unloading zone for passenger cars and buses would be located off Bromont 
Avenue.  Parking would be provided for faculty and visitors.  Access to the parking area 
would be provided off Bromont Avenue.  Additionally, a pedestrian and emergency access 
gate will be provided off 8th Street.”

6. A memorandum dated September 7, 2010, noted a meeting with the school principal and 
others discussing use of Eighth Street as a drop off point.  The memorandum notes that 
school officials were notified that the EIR stated the loading/unloading was to be on Bromont 
Avenue and not on Eighth Street. 

7. On September 13, 2010, the school opened. 

8. On October 4, 2013, the Principal of Vista del Valle Dual Language Academy submitted a 
letter to the City of San Fernando Traffic and Safety Commission requesting a crossing 
guard, street signs, and red curb (removal). 

9. On November 20, 2013, the Transportation and Safety Commission reviewed the request by 
the Principal and after consideration, voted to recommend to the City Council to remove the
restricted parking red curb on the north side of Eighth Street from Macneil Street to Brand 
Boulevard, subject to the conditions of approval noted in Attachment “A” of this staff report.  
Based on staff analysis, it was estimated that the total cost of proposed changes is 
approximately $67,000.  In addition, the City will incur the ongoing expense to pay for a 
crossing guard at this new entry point to the subject school site, which is currently estimated 
at approximately $12,000 per year. 

10. On January 6, 2014, staff presented the Transportation and Safety Commission 
recommendation to the City Council for Council consideration.  Per the request of Julio 
Anlau, the field representative for LAUSD District 6 Board Member, Monica Ratliff, the 
item was continued to the February 3, 2014, City Council meeting. 

ANALYSIS: 

A full analysis of the situation and staff report was presented to the City Council on January 6, 
2014 and is attached herein as Attachment “B”.  City staff subsequently transmitted a letter to the 
Principal of Vista del Valle Academy describing the City Council continued consideration of the 
request.  City staff also described the recommended conditions of approval to the Principal via 
the transmitted letter in the event of Council approval.  Additionally, City staff made contact 
with Field Deputy Julio Anlau of LAUSD District No. 6 Board Member Monica Ratliff’s office, 
and was informed of an internal meeting with their environmental division to discuss the City’s 
conditions of approval and potential funding sources to meet the City’s requirements.   
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CONCLUSION: 

It is recommended the City Council approve the recommendation of the Transportation and 
Safety Commission subject to the attached conditions (Attachment “A”).  Furthermore, the City 
Council may consider supporting school officials efforts to pursue Los Angeles City 
infrastructure improvements such as street widening (Bromont Avenue and North Brand 
Boulevard), installation of sidewalks (all City of Los Angeles streets within walking distance 
from the school), and drainage facilities (East terminus of Bromont Avenue) in the area around 
the school.  

BUDGET IMPACT: 

City Council approval of the Transportation and Safety Commission’s recommendation subject 
to the Conditions of Approval noted in Attachment “A”, will not have an impact on the City 
budget because LAUSD would fund the modifications as outlined in an MOU.  However, if City 
Council approval included the City taking responsibility for the required infrastructure upgrades 
then the cost to the City will be approximately $67,000 with on-going costs for a crossing guard 
at $12,000 annually.  It is City staff’s assessment that the EIR would still require amendment by 
the LAUSD Board of Education. 

ATTACHMENTS: 

A. Red Curb Removal Conditions of Approval  
B. January 6, 2014 City Council Staff Report 
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ATTACHMENT “A”

VISTA DEL VALLE DUAL LANGUAGE ACADEMY, SYLMAR, CA 
CITY OF SAN FERNANDO RED CURB REMOVAL -  

CONDITIONS OF APPROVAL 

On February 3, 2014, the San Fernando City Council approved the recommendation of the 
Transportation and Safety Commission to remove the restricted parking red curb on that portion 
on the north side of Eighth Street from Macneil Street to Brand Boulevard (See attached Exhibit 
1) subject to the following Conditions of Approval: 

a. The Los Angeles Unified School Board (LAUSD) to process an Amendment of the 
Final Environmental Impact Report for Valley Region School No. 8, dated March 
2006, to change the main school access on Bromont Avenue to allow alternate access 
on Eighth Street in the City of San Fernando. 

b. Based on an amended and LAUSD School Board approved EIR, LAUSD to enter into 
a Memorandum of Understanding with the City of San Fernando in order for LAUSD 
to pay all costs related to traffic improvements to facilitate additional vehicular 
traffic: 

i. The City of San Fernando to conduct a traffic impact analysis;  

ii. Pursuant to the City of Los Angeles Fire Department standards acquire 
right of way and construct a full turning radius cul de sac at the easterly 
terminus of Eighth Street;  

iii. Provide a slurry seal to Brand Boulevard, Eighth Street to Seventh 
Street; and,  

iv. Install on Macneil Street, Brand Boulevard, Newton Street, and Eighth 
Street, speed humps, school ahead traffic signs, school ahead street 
markings, removal of red curb and installation of loading/unloading 
zone, and install a stop sign and stop bar on Newton Street at Eighth 
Street. 
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PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT

MEMORANDUM 

TO:  Mayor Antonio Lopez and Councilmembers 

FROM: Fred Ramirez, Interim City Manager 
By: Robert T. Dickey, Interim Public Works Director 

DATE: January 6, 2014 

SUBJECT: Consideration of Traffic Modification Request from Vista del Valle Dual 
Language Academy (Los Angeles Unified School District) 

RECOMMENDATION:

It is recommended that the City Council consider the recommendation of the Transportation and 
Safety Commission to remove the restricted parking red curb on that portion on the north side of 
Eighth Street from Macneil Street to Newton Street subject to the conditions of approval noted in 
Attachment “A”.  

BACKGROUND:

1. In December 2005 the Los Angeles Unified School District (LAUSD) issued the Draft 
Environmental Impact Report (EIR) for Valley Region Elementary School No. 8 (known as 
Vista del Valle Dual Language Academy) and requested comments.  

2. On January 8, 2006, the City of San Fernando Traffic Engineering Consultant, Tom Brohard, 
issued comments on the Draft EIR. 

3. On January 24, 2006, Daniel Wall, P.E., City Engineer, sent comments on the Draft EIR. 

4. During the comment period other officials and property owners submitted concerns and 
comments to the Draft EIR. 

5. LAUSD considered the comments and issued a Final EIR in March 2006. Each of the 
concerns raised by the City of San Fernando was deemed of no consequence and no 
mitigation measures were implemented to address these concerns. The EIR was adopted by 
the LAUSD Board of Education with overriding considerations.

6. In the Final EIR, Response to public comments, pages 8-53, “Based on the limited number of 
potential access points, the location of the charter school in close proximity to the proposed 
project site, and the potential layout of the proposed school, the currently proposed access 

ATTACHMENT "B"
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Consideration of Traffic Modification Request from Vista del Valle Dual Language Academy (Los 
Angeles Unified School District) 
Page 2

points for the proposed project and the size the pick-up/drop-off area are considered adequate 
and in compliance with LAUSD Design Guidelines.”  

7. In the Final EIR the Executive Summary stated, “The main access (entrance) for the 
proposed project would be located off Bromont Avenue. The student drop-off and pick-up 
loading and unloading zone for passenger cars and buses would be located off Bromont 
Avenue. Parking would be provided for faculty and visitors. Access to the parking area 
would be provided off Bromont Avenue. Additionally, a pedestrian and emergency access 
gate will be provided off 8th Street.” 

8. On September 13, 2010, the school opened. 

9. A memorandum dated September 7, 2010, noted a meeting with the school principal and 
others discussing use of Eighth Street as a drop off point. The memorandum notes that school 
officials were notified that the EIR stated the loading/unloading was to be on Bromont 
Avenue and not on Eighth Street. 

10. On October 4, 2013, the Principal for Vista del Valley Dual Language Academy submitted a 
letter to the City of San Fernando Traffic and Safety Commission seeking a crossing guard, 
street signs, and red curb (removal). 

11. On November 20, 2013, the Transportation and Safety Commission reviewed the request by 
the Principal of the Vista del Valley Dual Language Academy and subject to discussion 
voted to recommend to the City Council to remove the restricted parking red curb on the 
north side of Eighth Street from Macneil Street to Newton Street, subject to the conditions of 
approval noted in Attachment “A” to this staff report. Based on staff analysis, it was 
estimated that the total cost of construction is approximately $67,000. In addition, the City 
will incur the ongoing expense to pay for a crossing guard at this new entry point to the 
subject school site, which is currently estimated at approximately $12,000 per year 
(Attachment “B”). 

ANALYSIS: 

LAUSD developed a new elementary school, Valley Region Elementary School No. 8 (known as 
Vista del Valle Dual Language Academy), on Bromont Avenue in Sylmar. A portion of the 
school is within the corporate limits of the City of San Fernando. The Draft EIR received 
comments of concern regarding traffic, circulation, and pedestrian access. Each of these concerns 
was addressed in the Final EIR, but not mitigated, and the LAUSD Board of Education adopted 
the Final EIR with overriding considerations.

A bond issue was approved by the voters and funds were raised to develop new schools. LAUSD 
staff and consultants were retained to accelerate new school development. Many school 
development projects experienced similar environmental review disclosing parking, traffic, 
circulation, and infrastructure improvement needs. In some instances, these needs were not 
addressed because of the claim there were insufficient funds or the bond money could not be 
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Angeles Unified School District) 
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used for that purpose. In some cases, LAUSD used school development bond funds to fund street 
improvements including street widening, new curbs, gutters, driveway approaches, and 
sidewalks. The comments regarding possible project environmental impacts that were received in 
the Draft EIR were therefore, not mitigated leaving the resulting project impacts to be addressed 
by teaching staff, parents, students, and City officials. 

The Transportation and Safety Commission noted opportunities to fund infrastructure 
improvements and suggested that LAUSD contact the City of Los Angeles and ask that grant 
applications be made specific to addressing school pedestrian safety (Safe Routes to School) at 
the subject site. There may be other LAUSD funding sources such as school development bond 
funds that could help fund the needed public infrastructure improvements resulting from the 
proposed request. Other issues such as inappropriate operation of a junk business (residential 
zone in Los Angeles), untrimmed trees overhanging the roadway on Bromont Avenue (impedes 
visibility for large vehicles such as SUV’s, trucks, and school busses), and upraised curb, gutter, 
and sidewalk in close proximity to the school site should be reported to the City of Los Angeles 
and corrected.

The City Attorney was asked about potential City liability by allowing a loading/unloading zone 
to replace the restricted red curb (Attachment “C”). The following are excerpts from their 
research: 

The issue presented is whether changing the no parking red curb marking 
located on the north side of 8th Street between Macneil St. and N. Brand Blvd. to 
a green loading and unloading zone would create a “dangerous condition” thereby 
exposing San Fernando to liability for injuries proximately caused by the 
“dangerous condition” of the loading and unloading zone.  California Government 
Code §830(a) defines a dangerous condition as “a condition of property that 
creates a substantial (as distinguished from a minor, trivial or insignificant) risk of 
injury when such property or adjacent property is used with due care in a manner 
in which it is reasonably foreseeable that it will be used.”   

If the curb marking is accompanied with the additional proposed street 
improvements found in the Traffic modification Report to the Traffic and Safety 
Commission dated November 20, 2013, safety to motorists and pedestrians will 
be improved.  Because San Fernando has found that the proposed changes would 
ameliorate traffic issues and promote street safety, it is not reasonably foreseeable 
that changing portions of 8th Street to a loading/unloading zone would increase 
risks to motorists and pedestrians when the loading/unloading zone is used in a 
foreseeable manner.   

The Traffic Modification Request discusses entering into an MOU with 
the LAUSD to amend the EIR to allow for alternate access along 8th Street.  If the 
improvements were part of an MOU, were scrutinized by all relevant parties, and 
were determined to be properly designed to achieve the purpose of providing 
more efficient ingress and egress to the Academy, then the there will be deference 
given to San Fernando’s exercise of discretion.
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The change to pick up and drop off as originally noted in the project description of the Final EIR 
prepared for the elementary school on Bromont Avenue/Eighth Street would have to be amended 
and included as part of a supplemental environmental impact report that focuses on assessing 
project impacts attributed to the new project scope that includes a new drop-off and pick-up 
location off at Eighth Street. This will also require an amendment to the Mitigation Monitoring 
Program adopted when the Final EIR was certified and the Statement of Overriding 
Consideration approved by the LAUSD Board.

The Mitigation Monitoring Program was established to ensure compliance with mitigation 
requirements identified in the Environmental Impact Report for construction or development 
project, and to comply with the adopted State legislation (AB 3180; California Public Resources 
Code Section 21081). Public Resources Code Section 21081.6 requires that public agencies 
"adopt a reporting and monitoring program for the changes to the project which it has adopted or 
made a condition of project approval in order to mitigate or avoid significant effects on the 
environment”.  

CONCLUSION: 

It is recommended the City Council consider the recommendation of the Transportation and 
Safety Commission subject to the attached conditions. The City Council may consider 
supporting school officials efforts to pursue infrastructure improvements such as street widening 
(Bromont Avenue and North Brand Boulevard), installation of sidewalks (all City of Los 
Angeles streets within walking distance from the school), and drainage facilities (East terminus 
of Bromont Avenue) in the area around the school.  

BUDGET IMPACT: 

City Council approval of the Transportation and Safety Commission’s recommendation subject 
to the Conditions of Approval noted in Attachment “A”, will not have an impact on the City 
budget because LAUSD would fund the modifications as outlined in an MOU. However, if City 
Council approval included the City taking responsibility for the required infrastructure upgrades 
then the cost to the City will be approximately $67,000 with on-going costs for a crossing guard 
at $12,000 annually. It is City staff’s assessment that the EIR would still require amendment by 
the LAUSD Board of Education. 

ATTACHMENTS: 

A. Conditions of Approval
B. Transportation and Safety Commission Staff Report and Attachments Dated November 20, 

2013
C. City Attorney Letter Dated December 11, 2013 
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CONDITIONS OF APPROVAL 

On January 6, 2014, the San Fernando City Council approved the recommendation of the 
Transportation and Safety Commission to remove the restricted parking red curb on that portion 
on the north side of Eighth Street from Macneil Street to Newton Street (See attached Exhibit 1) 
subject to the following Conditions of Approval: 

a. The Los Angeles Unified School Board (LAUSD) to process an Amendment of the 
Final Environmental Impact Report for Valley Region School No. 8, dated March 
2006, to change the main school access on Bromont Avenue to allow alternate access 
on Eighth Street in the City of San Fernando. 

b. Based on an amended and LAUSD School Board approved EIR, LAUSD to enter into 
a Memorandum of Understanding with the City of San Fernando in order for LAUSD 
to pay all costs related to traffic improvements to facilitate additional vehicular 
traffic: 

i. The City of San Fernando to conduct a traffic impact analysis;  

ii. Pursuant to the City of Los Angeles Fire Department standards acquire 
right of way and construct a full turning radius cul de sac at the easterly 
terminus of Eighth Street;  

iii. Provide a slurry seal to Brand Boulevard, Eighth Street to Seventh Street; 
and,

iv. Install on Macneil Street, Brand Boulevard, Newton Street, and Eighth 
Street, speed humps, school ahead traffic signs, school ahead street 
markings, removal of red curb and installation of loading/unloading zone, 
and install a stop sign and stop bar on Newton Street at Eighth Street. 
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ATTORNEYS AT LAW 

A PROFESSIONAL CORPORATION 
WWW.OMLAWYERS.COM 

 
1100 S FLOWER ST ∎ SUITE 2200 ∎ LOS ANGELES, CA 90015    

PHONE 213.744.0099 ∎ FAX 213.744.0093 
 

MEMORANDUM               
To:  Memo to File 

From:  Johnny McNulty; Rich Padilla 

Date:  December 11, 2013 

Subject: San Fernando Curb change 

I. Potential Tort Liability  

The issue presented is whether changing the no parking red curb marking located on the north 
side of 8th Street between Macneil St. and N. Brand Blvd. to a green loading and unloading zone would 
create a “dangerous condition” thereby exposing San Fernando to liability for injuries proximately caused 
by the “dangerous condition” of the loading and unloading zone.  A public entity is liable for an injury 
caused by a dangerous condition on its property if: 1) the property was in a dangerous condition at the 
time of injury, 2) the injury was caused by the dangerous condition, 3) the dangerous condition created a 
foreseeable risk of the type of injury caused, and 4) negligent act of an employee of the public entity 
created the dangerous condition or the public entity had prior knowledge/notice of the dangerous 
condition but failed to take reasonable remedial measures or place adequate warnings.  See Cal. Govt 
Code §835.   

A “dangerous condition” is defined as “a condition of property that creates a substantial (as 
distinguished from a minor, trivial or insignificant) risk of injury when such property or adjacent property 
is used with due care in a manner in which it is reasonably foreseeable that it will be used.”  Cal. Gov’t 
Code §830(a).  Applied to our circumstances, altering the no parking red curb to a green 
loading/unloading zone would be deemed a dangerous condition only if such alteration would create a 
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substantial risk of injury to persons, i.e. motorists and pedestrians, using the affected roadway and 
sidewalk with due care as a loading and unloading zone.  Put another way, would altering the curb to a 
loading/unloading zone create a substantial risk above that already present for motorists and pedestrians 
when motorists and pedestrians use the loading/unloading zone in a reasonable and foreseeable manner?  
The case of Cerna v. City of Oakland (2008) 161 Cal.App.4th 1340 is instructive. 

In Cerna, a motorist struck a crowd of 6 pedestrians crossing an intersection while walking 
towards a school, killing one child and injuring the other 5 people.  The intersection had a marked cross-
walk and street signs indicating a pedestrian crossing.  For purposes of public immunity the court noted 
that a dangerous condition exists when the public property is physically damaged or the physical 
characteristics of its design, location, features, or relationship to its surroundings endangers users.  A 
public entity may be liable for a dangerous condition even when a third party’s negligent or illegal act is
the direct cause of the injury so long as the dangerous condition had some causal relationship to the third 
party’s action resulting in the injury. See Cerna at 1348; Bonanno v. Central Contra Costa Transit 
Authority (2003) 30 Cal.App.4th 139, 148-149 (“Public liability lies under [Government Code] section 
835 only when a feature of the public property has ‘increased or intensified’ the danger to users from third 
party conduct.”). The Cerna court held that the intersection was not a dangerous condition despite 
plaintiffs’ arguments that additional signage and street markings, traffic signals, crossing guards should 
have been present for a cross-walk near a school zone.  On the contrary, the court found that any of the 
additional risks to pedestrians because of how Oakland marked the intersection were of a minor, trivial, or 
insignificant nature in view of the surrounding circumstances that no reasonable person would conclude 
that the condition of the intersection created a substantial risk of injury.   

The ruling in Cerna stands for the proposition that when a city uses its discretion to place traffic 
control signs and measures on public thoroughfares, the city does not expose itself to liability for creating 
a dangerous condition so long as the application of such discretion does not create conditions that would 
create a substantial (as distinguished from a minor, trivial or insignificant) risk of injury when the 
property is used with due care in a manner in which it is reasonably foreseeable that it will be used.   

Once a public entity, such as the City of San Fernando, exercises its discretion by altering the 
curb zoning on a public thoroughfare, it will expose itself to tort liability only if the alteration creates a 
dangerous condition, as described above.  Under the facts presented, it does not appear that changing the 
red zone on 8th Street to a green loading/unloading zone would create a dangerous condition.  By making 
this change, San Fernando may expect that there would be more vehicular and foot traffic along that 
stretch of 8th Street.  It would create an additional pick-up and drop-off location for parents of children at 
the Vista Del Valle Dual Language Academy.  However, it is our understanding that children are already 
dropped off on 8th Street to the south of the Academy.  By changing the curb zoning and making other 
improvements noted in Robert Dickey’s Traffic Modification Request dated November 20, 2013, San 
Fernando may very well enhance the safety of the 8th Street drop off locations.  Speed humps, stop signs, 
turn around locations, and more appropriate curb zoning would ensure that all drivers have clear notice of 
permitted vehicular operations in the area.  If these improvements, as currently described, increased the 
pre-existing risk of injury to motorists or pedestrians, the increased risk would likely be minor, trivial or 
insignificant such that no reasonable person would conclude that the condition created a substantial risk 
of injury. Additionally, cases support a public entity’s use of discretion in determining which safety 
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precautions to take in regulating the flow of pedestrian and vehicular traffic.  See Mixon v. State (2012) 
207 Cal.App.4th 124.   

The only feasible way that San Fernando would face liability here is via a third party cause injury, 
specifically, if a motorist hit a pedestrian.  Under the standards set forth in Cerna and Bonanno, the 
condition of alerting the curb from red zone to green zone would have to “intensify” or “increase” the 
danger posed by third parties.  This appears to be unlikely given the safety oriented changes being 
promoted along with the curb zoning change.   

It must be noted here that San Fernando, like all other public entities, is entitled to all defenses in 
a tort suit.  Thus, San Fernando would be entitled to the defenses of comparative negligence, third party 
negligence, and assumption of risk for any injuries that may have been alleged to relate to the curb being 
a dangerous condition.  Additionally, San Fernando would have the additional statutory defense of 
reasonableness in the design and placement of the loading/unloading zone.  See Cal. Govt Code §835.4(a) 
(“A public entity is not liable under subdivision (a) of Section 835 for injury caused by a condition of its 
property if the public entity establishes that the act or omission that created the condition was reasonable. 
The reasonableness of the act or omission that created the condition shall be determined by weighing the 
probability and gravity of potential injury to persons and property foreseeably exposed to the risk of 
injury against the practicability and cost of taking alternative action that would not create the risk of 
injury or of protecting against the risk of injury.”)

A related area of law is that of “design immunity” for public entities.  Design immunity is 
codified in §830.6 of the Government Code.  In pertinent part, it immunizes public entities from injuries 
caused by improvements to public lands so long as the improvement was approved in advance by the 
entity’s governing body and such approval was reasonable under the circumstances.  See Cal. Govt Code 
§830.6; Cornette v. Dept. of Trans. (2001) 26 Cal.4th 63, 69 (“The rationale for design immunity is to 
prevent a jury from second-guessing the decision of a public entity by reviewing the identical questions of 
risk that had previously been considered by the government officers who adopted or approved the plan or 
design. To permit reexamination in tort litigation of particular discretionary decisions where reasonable 
men may differ as to how the discretion should be exercised would create too great a danger of impolitic 
interference with the freedom of decision-making by those public officials in whom the function of 
making such decisions has been vested”); Hampton v. County of San Diego (2013) 218 Cal.App.4th 286. 

The Traffic Modification Request discusses entering into an MOU with the LAUSD to amend the 
EIS to allow for alternate access along 8th Street.  If the improvements were part of an MOU, were 
scrutinized by all relevant parties, and were determined to be properly designed to achieve the purpose of 
providing more efficient ingress and egress to the Academy, then the there will be deference given to San 
Fernando’s exercise of discretion.   

II. Potential Nuisance Liability  

 There is a small potential that private property owners in the vicinity of the improvement might 
complain and bring a nuisance lawsuit.  The nuisance would be associated with an increase in vehicular 
and pedestrian traffic, increased noise, and other related issues.  Because affected properties are already 
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affected by school related traffic and were subjected to the noise of the prior school construction, it is 
highly doubtful that the improvements will increase the likelihood of a nuisance action from local propery 
owners.  Additionally, if it is found that the the improvements would likely improve the flow of traffic, 
such a finding would be a strong defense in any nuisance suit brought by a private owner.  The 
improvements would  

 San Fernando would be entitled to all statutory immunities, and importantly, California Civil 
Code §3482 provides that “nothing which is done or maintained the under express authority of a statute 
can be deemed a nuisance.  See Mikkelsen v. State (1976) 59 Cal.App.3d 621 (design immunity defense 
held to apply in a nuisance action.).  Pursuant to Vehicle Code §21458 San Fernando is entitled to place 
the appropriate curb markings on streets under its jurisdiction, thus it has immunity from nuisance suits 
premised on San Fernando’s selection of curb markings.  
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Los Angeles Unified School District 
Office of Environmental Health and Safety 

333 South Beaudry Avenue, 28th Floor, Los Angeles, CA  90017  Telephone (213) 241-3199  Fax (213) 241-6816 

The Office of Environmental Health and Safety is dedicated to providing a safe and healthy environment 
for the students and employees of the Los Angeles Unified School District. 

February 14, 2014 

Ms. Marlene Miyoshi 
Interim Public Works Director 
CITY OF SAN FERNANDO 
117 Macneil Street 
San Fernando, CA 91340  

SUBJECT:   Traffic and Pedestrian Safety Conditions at Vista Del Valle Dual Language Academy 

Dear Ms. Miyoshi:

Thank you for taking the time to discuss issues related to traffic and pedestrian safety on Wednesday, 
February 12, 2014 at the referenced Los Angeles Unified School District (LAUSD) campus.  We 
appreciate your willingness to consider actions necessary to mitigate issues that we have determined to be 
an imminent hazard. 

Specifically, as discussed, we have made the determination (see attached Memorandum) that current 
conditions at the campus have created an emergency for pedestrian safety. In order to mitigate this 
condition, we are proposing that the “red-curb” along 8th Street adjacent to the campus be removed and 
replaced with a limited parking zone. LAUSD is looking for the City’s expeditious consideration and 
support for this proposed measure. 

In support of this determination and the proposed measure, our California Environmental Quality Act 
(CEQA) Advisor recommended that, in compliance with CEQA, LAUSD will file a Categorical 
Exemption 15270 – Emergency Projects. This exemption may be invoked for “specific actions necessary 
to prevent or mitigate an emergency” (see attached Memorandum). 

Thank you, again, for your consideration and your immediate attention to this matter. 

Sincerely, 

John Sterritt 
OEHS Director

c: Antonio Lopez, Mayor, City of San Fernando 
Monica Ratliff, Member, Board of Education 
Fred Ramirez, Interim City Manager, City of San Fernando 
Greg Garcia, Director, Facilities Services Division , LAUSD 
Julio Anleu, Field Representative, Board District 6 
Krisztina Tokes, Facilities Services Division , LAUSD 
Amanda Rios, Facilities Services Division , LAUSD 
Pat Schanen, Office of Environmental Health and Safety, LAUSD 
Anthony Espinoza, Office of Environmental Health and Safety, LAUSD 

JOHN E. DEASY, Ph.D. 
Superintendent of Schools ENRIQUE G. BOULL’T

Chief Operating Officer 

JOHN STERRITT 
Director, Environmental Health and Safety 

tetettetetttettttettetttteetttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttt rrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrr ittttttttttttttt
DiDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDD rector

Digitally signed by John Sterritt 
DN: cn=John Sterritt, o=LAUSD, ou=OEHS, 
email=john.sterritt@lausd.net, c=US 
Date: 2014.02.14 15:42:25 -08'00'
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PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT 
 

 

MEMORANDUM 
 

 

TO:  Mayor Sylvia Ballin and Councilmembers 

 

FROM: Brian Saeki, City Manager 

  By:  Marlene Miyoshi, Interim Public Works Director 

   Ken Jones, Administrative Analyst 

 

DATE: May 5, 2014 

 

SUBJECT: Consideration to Amend the Contract with TECS Environmental Compliance 

Services, Inc. for Municipal National Pollution Discharge Elimination System 

(NPDES) Compliance Assistance 

 

 

RECOMMENDATION: 

 

It is recommended that the City Council: 

 

a. Amend Contract No. 1689 with TECS Environmental Compliance Services, Inc. (TECS 

Environmental), for NPDES Compliance Assistance, including: 

 

i. Extend the Contract from November 19, 2014 to June 30, 2015;  

 

ii. Approving the scope of services for Fiscal Years 2013-2014 and 2014-2015; and 

 

iii. Approving a not-to-exceed budget of $41,750 (for FY 2013-2014) and $60,530 (for FY 

2014-2015); and 

 

b. Authorize the City Manager to execute Contract No. 1689(a) (Attachment “A”). 

 

 

BACKGROUND: 

 

1. In 1987, the United States Congress amended the 1972 Clean Water Act, requiring the 

United States Environmental Protection Agency (USEPA) to create NPDES requirements for 

storm water discharges. 

 

2. In 1990, the USEPA developed the NPDES Storm Water Program requiring permits for 

Municipal Separate Storm Sewer Systems (MS4) located in counties with populations of 

100,000 or more. 
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3. Since 1996, the California Regional Water Quality Control Board Los Angeles Region 

(Regional Board) has adopted, revised, and updated the MS4 Permit requirements for the 

County of Los Angeles and the incorporated cities (with the exception of the City of Long 

Beach). 

 

4. In 2012, the MS4 Permit was expanded to address all aspects of municipal functions in 

operations and land development.  This required a watershed approach to the management of 

total maximum daily loads (TMDL) of bacteria, trash, lead, copper, etc, and stricter 

limitations for non-storm water discharges. 

 

5. In June 2012, the Public Works Department issued a Request for Proposals (RFP) for 

NPDES Compliance Services and subsequently received two proposals in response to an 

RFP.  The RFP however, did not include the preparation of the City’s new watershed 

management plan.  On November 19, 2012, the City entered into a Professional Services 

Agreement with TECS Environmental for the RFP services. 

 

6. In December 2013, the City Council approved participation in the Upper Los Angeles River 

Enhanced Watershed Management Plan (EWMP) and joined the City of Los Angeles and 17 

other public agencies in said EWMP.  City Council also approved EWMP consulting services 

to be provided by Willdan Engineering. 

 

 

ANALYSIS: 

 

The current contract with TECS Environmental is for a two-year period (i.e., November 19, 2012 

to November 19, 2014).  This 24-month contract term however covers three fiscal years (i.e., 

2012-2013, 2013-2014, and 2014-2015).  Additionally, while the contract term is 24 months, the 

agreement only included a scope of services and budget for the first fiscal year.  Nevertheless, 

TECS Environmental continued to provide compliance services this fiscal year as they did in FY 

2012-2013. 

 

At this time, staff is seeking to clarify: 1) the term of the contract; 2) the scope of services for the 

second and third years of services; and 3) the corresponding contract budgets for those years.   

 

Staff believes aligning the current contract with the City’s fiscal year (i.e., July 1 to June 30) will 

allow for more accurate monitoring of services performed and payments made.  Staff is 

proposing to extend the TECS Environmental contract term to June 30, 2015, which will 

coincide with the completion of the EWMP.  It is staff’s intent to combine all NPDES related 

services at that time into one RFP and one professional services contract going forward. 

 

Fiscal Year 2013-2014 

 

TECS Environmental has provided a detailed scope of work and budget for each fiscal year in 

question. The current fiscal year services are the same scope of work as the previous year of 
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services, and is provided at a cost of $41,750.  The small increase from the previous year’s cost 

of $39,000 is due to attendance at a State Water Resources Control Board public hearing in 

Sacramento.  Meeting attendance outside of the metropolitan area will not be included in FY 

2014-2015 services.   

 

Fiscal Year 2014-2015 

 

The FY 2014-2015 scope of services is an expanded scope and an increase in the budget to a not-

to-exceed amount of $60,530.  The scope of services can be broken down into two components: 

1) continuing compliance services; and 2) inspection of commercial and industrial businesses 

subject to NPDES regulations.  The industrial and commercial inspections are mandated in the 

current MS4 permit and the City has not as yet conducted the inspections. One round of 

inspections must be conducted within two years of the order (i.e., by December 2014).   

 

Under current permit (Order No. R4-2012-0175 / NPDES Permit No. CAS004001), each 

Permittee (the City) shall inspect all commercial facilities to confirm that storm water and non-

storm water Best Management Practices (BMPs) are being effectively implemented in 

compliance with municipal ordinances. Each Permittee must inspect all industrial facilities to 

confirm that each establishment has: 

 

 A current Waste Discharge Identification (WDID) number for coverage under the 

Industrial General Permit, and that a Storm Water Pollution Prevention Plan (SWPPP) is 

available on-site, or 

 

 Applied for, and has received a current No Exposure Certification for the facility; and  

 

 Effectively implemented BMPs in compliance with municipal ordinances. 

 

The final year of services will be provided at a cost of $60,530 (includes $26,405 for the 

inspection service described above). All services will be paid using a combination of General 

Fund, Gas Tax funds, and Sewer Enterprise Fund. 

 

 

BUDGET IMPACT: 

 

The current fiscal year budget did include appropriations for this fiscal year’s services so there 

will be no impact on the General Fund. Next fiscal year’s services has been included in the 

Public Works proposed FY 2014-2015 budget.  It is staff’s intent to seek City Council approval 

of a new FY 2014-2015 industrial and commercial business fee for NPDES compliance 

inspections to cover the City’s cost of inspections. 
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CONCLUSION: 

 

Staff recommends the continuation of TECS Environmental services to meet the NPDES MS4 

Permit requirements.  However, the current contract is unclear and to clarify and continue 

services, staff is recommending: 1) the extension of the term of the contract; 2) approval of the 

scope of services for the second and third fiscal years of services; and 3) approval of the 

corresponding contract budgets for those years.   

 

 

ATTACHMENT: 

 

A. Contract No. 1689(a) 
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ATTACHMENT “A” 

CONTRACT NO. 1689(a) 

 

 

 

 

FIRST AMENDMENT TO THE PROFESSIONAL SERVICES AGREEMENT 

(CONTRACT NO. 1689) FOR MUNICIPAL NATIONAL POLLUTION 

ELLIMINATION SYSTEM COMPLIANCE ASSISTANCE SERVICES 

 

 

THIS FIRST AMENDMENT (“Amendment”) to that certain November 19, 2012 “Agreement 

for Professional Services” (Contract No. 1689) executed by and between the City of San 

Fernando, a municipal corporation (“CITY”) and TECS Environmental, Inc., a California 

corporation (“CONSULTANT”) is made and entered into this __________ day of 

__________________ 2014.  For purposes of this Amendment, the capitalized term “Parties” 

shall be a collective reference to both CITY and CONSULSTANT and the capitalized term 

“Party” may refer to either CITY or CONSULSTANT interchangeably.   

 

RECITALS 

 

WHEREAS, the CITY and CONSULTANT have entered into that certain Agreement for 

NPDES Compliance Assistance Services dated November 19, 2012 (the “Master Agreement”); 

and 

WHEREAS, the term of the Master Agreement was initially set at twenty-four (24) 

months which will expire on November 19, 2014; 

 

WHEREAS, the engagement memorialized as a 24-month engagement under the Master 

Agreement was originally contemplated to be an engagement spanning three CITY fiscal years 

and including a broader scope of services than was memorialized in the Master Agreement  (The 

Master Agreement, including all of its attached exhibits are attached and incorporated into this 

Amendment as Exhibit B);   

 

WHEREAS, the Parties desire to amend the Master Agreement to extend the term of 

service to June 30, 2015, establish the broader scope of services that was originally contemplated 

prior to the execution of the Master Agreement and establish a budget that contemplates a three 

fiscal year engagement commencing with the 2012-2013 CITY fiscal year and ending with the 

close of the 2014-2015 CITY fiscal year.  

 

 

NOW THEREFORE, in consideration of mutual covenants and conditions herein 

contained, CITY and CONSULTANT hereby mutually agree as follows: 

 

1. Section 1. (DEFINITIONS), subsections A. and D. of the Master Agreement are hereby 

amended as follows: 

 

A. “Scope of Services”:  Such professional services as set forth in Exhibit A and Exhibit A – 

Revised attached hereto and incorporated herein by this reference.  Exhibit A-Revised is 
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composed of the following two documents:  (i) that certain document entitled “TECS 

Environmental Proposal to Provide Municipal NPDES Compliance Assistance to the City 

of San Fernando – Fiscal Year 2013-2014” (hereinafter, “Work Scope 13-14”; and (ii) 

that certain document entitled “TECS Environmental Proposal to Provided Municipal 

NPDES Compliance Assistance to the City of San Fernando – Fiscal Year 2014-2015” 

(hereinafter, “Work Scope 14-15”).  For purposes of this Agreement, the term “Work 

Scope 12-13” shall mean and refer to the scope of work/services attached as Exhibit A.     

 

D. “Expiration Date”:  June 30, 2015 

 

2. Section 7. (COMPENSATION), subsection A. of the Master Agreement is hereby amended 

in its entirety as follows: 

 

A. CITY agrees to compensate CONSULTANT for services provided under this Agreement 

and CONSULTANT agrees to accept in full satisfaction for such services, a sum not to 

exceed THIRTY-NINE THOUSAND DOLLARS ($39,000) for all services and tasks 

performed under Work Scope 12-13 during CITY fiscal year 2012-2013; a sum not to 

exceed FORTY-ONE THOUSAND SEVEN HUNDRED FIFTY DOLLARS ($41,750) 

for all services and tasks performed under Work Scope 13-14 during CITY fiscal year 

2013-2014; and a sum not to exceed SIXTY THOUSAND THREE HUNDRED FIFTY 

DOLLARS ($60,350) for all services and tasks performed under Work Scope 14-15 

during CITY fiscal year 2014-2015.  Work performed and services provided by 

CONSULTANT to date under Work Scope 12-13; Work Scope 13-14; and/or Work 

Scope 14-15 shall be budgeted and paid for against the appropriate fiscal year budget 

corresponding to specific work scope in question and under no circumstances shall 

CONSULTANT perform work or incur costs that would cause CONSULTANT to 

exceed the three not-to-exceed budgets set forth above unless such additional 

expenditures have been expressly approved by the City Council and memorialized in the 

form a written amendment executed by the Parties.  In so far as CITY has already paid 

for work invoiced to it, such payment shall be debited against the appropriate budget 

indicated above.  For purposes of this Agreement, Work Scope 12-13, Work Scope 13-14 

and Work Scope 14-15 may be referred to collectively by the term “Work Scopes”.  City, 

at times, reserves the right to reassign the work, services and tasks contemplated under 

the Work Scopes to any employee of the City or any third-party vendor in CITY’s sole 

and absolute discretion.  Except to the extent CONSULTANT has actually performed and 

rendered any of the works, services or tasks contemplated under the Work Scopes, 

CONSULTANT shall not be entitled to all or any part of the budgeted sums identified 

above.  

 

3. Section 18. (Termination of Agreement) of the Master Agreement is hereby amended in its 

entirety as follows: 

A. Termination for Convenience:  CITY may, by written notice to CONSULTANT, 

immediately terminate this Agreement at any time and without cause by giving written 

notice to CONSULTANT of such termination, and specifying the effective date of such 

termination.  Upon termination, CONSULTANT shall be compensated only for all such 
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work, services and tasks which have been adequately rendered to CITY up to the 

effective date of the termination, and CONSULTANT shall be entitled to no further 

compensation.  CONSULSTANT may not terminate this Agreement except for breach of 

this Agreement.  If this Agreement is terminated as provided herein, CITY may require 

CONSULTANT to provide all finished or unfinished Documents and Data, as defined in 

Section 30 below, and other information of any kind prepared by CONSULTANT in 

connection with the performance of the work services and tasks set forth in the Work 

Scopes.  CONSULTANT shall be required to provide such documents and other 

information within fifteen (15) calendar days of the request.   
 

B. Termination for Cause:  In the event either Party fails to perform, or adhere to, any 

applicable duty, obligation or standard of conduct set forth under this Agreement (or fails 

to perform or adhere to any such duty, obligation or standard of conduct at the time, place 

or manner set forth in this Agreement), an event of default (hereinafter, “Event of 

Default”) shall have occurred.  Except as otherwise provided in this Agreement, if an 

Event of Default remains uncured by the defaulting Party for a period in excess of 

fourteen (14) calendar days from the date upon which the non-defaulting Party issues 

notice of default (hereinafter, a “Default Notice”) to the defaulting Party, then the default 

shall constitute a breach of this Agreement.  If a Party is in breach of this Agreement, the 

non-breaching Party may pursue any and all remedies available to it at law or in equity.  

If CONSULTANT is in breach (whether or not such breach is caused by CONSULTANT 

or CONSULTANT’s officials, officers, employees, agents, contractors, subcontractors or 

subconsultants, CITY may, in its sole and absolute discretion (and without obligation), 

terminate this Agreement upon the issuance of five (5) calendar days prior written notice 

of termination on the grounds of breach (a “Breach-Termination Notice”).  CITY’s 

ability to terminate this Agreement as provided in this Section shall be in addition to any 

other remedies CITY may have at law or in equity in the event of breach and shall not be 

in lieu of such other remedies. 
 

C. Scope of Waiver:  No waiver of any default or breach under this Agreement shall 

constitute a waiver of any other default or breach, whether of the same or other covenant, 

warranty, agreement, term, condition, duty or requirement contained in this Agreement.  

No waiver, benefit, privilege, or service voluntarily given or performed by a Party shall 

give the other Party any contractual rights by custom, estoppel, or otherwise.  
 

D. Suspension:  CITY, in its sole and absolute discretion, reserves the right to suspend 

CONSULTANT’s performance under this Agreement at any time and for any reason or 

for no reason at all, including during any cure period for an Event of Default or upon the 

issuance of a Breach-Termination Notice described above.  
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4.   Section 20. (NOTICES) of the Master Agreement is hereby amended as follows: 

 

If to CITY: 

 

Attn: Public Works Director 

City of San Fernando 

117 Macneil Street 

San Fernando, California  91340 

Telephone:  (818) 898-1223 

Facsimile:  (818) 361-6728 

 

 With courtesy copy to: 

 

 Attn:  City Manager 

City of San Fernando 

117 Macneil Street 

San Fernando, California 91340 

Telephone:  (818) 898-1201 

Facsimile:  (818) 361-7631 

 

5. Except as otherwise set forth in this Amendment, the Master Agreement shall remain 

binding, controlling and in full force and effect.  This Amendment, inclusive all Attachments 

to the Amendment and together with the Master Agreement shall constitute the entire, 

complete, final, and exclusive expression of the Parties with respect to the matters addressed 

in both documents. 

 

6. The provisions of this Amendment shall be deemed a part of the Master Agreement.  Except 

as otherwise provided under this Amendment, the Master Agreement and all provisions 

contained therein shall remain binding and enforceable.  In the event of any conflict or 

inconsistency between the provisions of this Amendment and the provisions of the Master 

Agreement, the provisions of this Amendment shall govern and control, but only in so far as 

such provisions conflict with the provisions of the Master Agreement. 

 

7. This Amendment shall be executed in three counterparts, with one such fully executed 

counterpart returned to CONSULTANT following execution. 

 

 

[SIGNATURE PAGE FOLLOWS] 
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IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the parties have executed this Amendment as of the date first 

written above. 

 

 

CITY OF SAN FERNANDO          TECS Environmental Compliance  

Services, Inc. 

 

 

 

______________________________        By: _____________________________ 

Brian Saeki      Ray Tahir 

City Manager      Principal 

 

 

 

ATTEST:      

       

       

______________________________ 

Elena G. Chávez     

City Clerk      

 

 

 

APPROVED AS TO FORM: 

 

 

 

______________________________ 

Rick R. Olivarez 

City Attorney 
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ADMINISTRATION DEPARTMENT 
 

 

MEMORANDUM 
 

 

TO:  Mayor Sylvia Ballin and Councilmembers 

 

FROM: Brian Saeki, City Manager 

 

DATE: May 5, 2014 

 

SUBJECT: Consideration of Use of the Community Investment Fund – Recycling Revenue 

Sharing Fund to Offset Costs Related to the Upcoming 5K Relay Race 

 

 

RECOMMENDATION: 

 

It is recommended that the City Council approve the expenditure of $2,000 from the Community 

Investment Fund – Recycling Revenue Sharing Fund to help offset costs related to the 5K Relay 

Race on October 4, 2014.  

 

 

BACKGROUND: 
 

1. On December 6, 2013, the City Council awarded a Franchise Agreement (Contract No. 1731) 

to Consolidated Disposal Service, LLC for Residential and Commercial Refuse, Recyclable 

Materials, and Organic Waste Collection Services.  The Franchise Agreement includes a 

provision whereby the contractor will return proceeds (from the sale of recyclable materials) 

to the City to be placed in an annual community investment fund.  

 

2. On March 3, 2014, the City Council approved the City of San Fernando Health Campaign 

and 5K Relay Race.  The approval included: authorizing the Interim City Manager to allocate 

City staff to begin implementation plans, and to execute both a Letter of Agreement with W2 

Promotions (to provide production services for the 5K Relay Race) and a Memorandum of 

Understanding with Valley Care Community Consortium (to provide fiscal sponsorship for 

the Health Campaign). 

 

 

ANALYSIS: 

 

Per the Franchise Agreement, Article 14, Public Outreach Services (refer to Attachment “A”, 

Exhibit 6 – Public Education Plan):  

 

“The Contractor proposes to establish a recycling revenue share program with the City where 

Contractor will return $10,000 annually from the proceeds from the sale of recyclable materials 
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to the City towards an annual community investment fund.  On an annual basis Contractor 

proposes that each City Councilmember will select an annual event, program and/or City 

organization to provide $2,000 (or alternatively the entire Council allocate the funding all at 

once annually.)  Programs may include any of the aforementioned City Sponsored Events, 

Community Involvement activities or new programs established in the City.  The goal of the 

program is to encourage recycling from all sectors and provide a stable source of monetary 

contributions to support San Fernando to thrive and become a more prosperous and sustainable 

City.” 

 

Mayor Pro Tem Robert Gonzales has requested to allocate his share of the fund (i.e., $2,000) 

towards the upcoming 5K Relay Race on October 4, 2014.  The 5K Relay Race is one of several 

events pertaining to the Healthy San Fernando Campaign which will run July 1, 2014 through 

June 30, 2015. 

 

 

BUDGET IMPACT: 
 

There is no financial impact to the City’s General Fund.   The $2,000 will be allocated from the 

Community Investment Fund – Recycling Revenue Sharing fund. 

 

 

CONCLUSION: 

 

Staff recommends that the City Council approve a $2,000 expenditure from the Community 

Investment Fund – Recycling Revenue Sharing fund to help offset costs related to the City’s 

upcoming 5K Relay Race to be held on October 4, 2014. 

 

 

ATTACHMENT: 
 

A. Exhibit 6 – Public Education Plan (i.e., Page 118 of 198 of Contract No. 1731) 
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CITY COUNCIL 
 

 

MEMORANDUM 
 

 

TO:      City Councilmembers 

 

FROM:    Mayor Sylvia Ballin 

  Mayor Pro Tem Robert C. Gonzales 

 

DATE: May 5, 2014 

 

SUBJECT: Consideration to Adopt a Resolution to Support Film Tax Credit (AB 1839) 

______________________________________________________________________________   

 

RECOMMENDATION: 

 

We have placed this on the agenda for City Council discussion and consideration. 

 

 

BACKGROUND: 

 

On April 16, 2014, we both received a request from Assemblymember Raul Bocanegra’s office 

that the City Council adopt a Resolution (Attachment “A”) to support AB 1839.  This bill would 

extend the film and television tax credit program and curve runaway production in California.  

 

 

ATTACHMENT: 

 

A. Resolution No. 7598 
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A RESOLUTION OF THE COUNCIL CITY OF THE CITY OF 

SAN FERNANDO, CALIFORNIA, IN SUPPORT OF AB 1839 

(BOCANEGRA-GATTO) WHICH INCLUDES AN EXTENSION OF 

THE CALIFORNIA STATE FILM TAX CREDIT PROGRAM 

THROUGH THE 2021 FISCAL YEAR AND ENSURES THAT 

MORE PRODUCTIONS AND MORE TYPES OF PRODUCTIONS 

ARE ABLE TO REMAIN IN CALIFORNIA 

 

WHEREAS, Los Angeles County has long been considered the entertainment capital of 

the world, home to studios, post-production facilities, a myriad of outdoor locations and the most 

talented and well-trained creative and technical workers in the field; and 

 

WHEREAS, since the late 1990s, many countries and 44 states have created film and 

television production incentives to draw film and television production activity away from 

California, including a $430 million incentive program in New York and a $229 million 

incentive program in Louisiana, and handing out more than $1.5 billion in film and television tax 

incentives in 2012; and 

 

WHEREAS, according to the Los Angeles Economic Development Center (LAEDC), 

the Entertainment Industry employs directly more than 118,000 people, down from 132,000 in 

2004, which shows the dramatic impact of the loss of film and television production on the local 

economy and the tens of thousands of families and individuals directly and indirectly employed 

by the industry who have lost their jobs as a result; and 

 

WHEREAS, in recent years, an increased number of television productions have also 

been able to take advantage of these incentives, resulting in a loss of television pilots and one-

hour television drama series to other states, notably New York; and 

 

WHEREAS, since the State legislature passed legislation to establish the California Film 

Tax Credit Program, film production has actually increased in the State, reversing four years of 

decline, and is estimated to have saved or created as many as 51,000 jobs; and 

 

WHEREAS, although helpful, the current State tax credit is not adequate to ensure that 

California competes for film and television production and more must be done to retain and 

attract new entertainment industry jobs to the region, nor does it provide long-term certainty to 

the entertainment industry that California is serious about retaining this industry; and 

 

WHEREAS, AB 1839 (Bocanegra-Gatto) would significantly expand the State's Tax 

Credit Program to include incentives for one-hour television series, allow film productions with 

larger budgets to qualify, and extend the program through 2021, among other incentives 

designed to ensure that film and television productions remain in California. 

 

 

ATTACHMENT “A” 
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 NOW, THEREFORE, THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF SAN 

FERNANDO DOES HEREBY RESOLVE, FIND, DETERMINE AND ORDER AS 

FOLLOWS: 

 

Section 1. With the adoption of this Resolution, the City of San Fernando is hereby 

recorded in SUPPORT of AB 1839 (Bocanegra-Gatto) which includes an extension of the 

California State Film Tax Credit Program through the 2021 fiscal year and ensures that more 

productions and more types of productions are able to remain in California. 

 

Section 2. This resolution shall be effective immediately upon adoption. 

 

PASSED, APPROVED, AND ADOPTED this 5
th

 day of May, 2014. 

 

  

                 

Sylvia Ballin, Mayor       

ATTEST: 

 

 

 

      

Elena G. Chávez, City Clerk 

 

 

STATE OF CALIFORNIA  ) 

COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES ) ss 

CITY OF SAN FERNANDO ) 

 

I HEREBY CERTIFY that the foregoing Resolution was approved and adopted at a 

regular meeting of the City Council held on the 5
th

 day of May, 2014, by the following vote to 

wit: 

 

AYES:  

 

NOES:  

 

ABSENT:  
 

 

      

Elena G. Chávez, City Clerk 
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CITY COUNCIL 
 

 

MEMORANDUM 
 

 

TO:  City Councilmembers 

 

FROM: Mayor Sylvia Ballin 

 

DATE: May 5, 2014 

 

SUBJECT: Consideration to Ratify City Council Liaison Assignments for 2014-2015 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

RECOMMENDATION: 

 

I have placed this item on the agenda for City Council review and consideration. 

 

 

BACKGROUND/ANALYSIS: 

 

Each year, the City Council reorganizes which involves, in part, new (or re-appointed) liaison 

assignments to various commissions and organizations.  Pursuant to Section 11.2 of the City 

Council Procedures Manual, the Mayor, with the consent of the majority of the City Council, 

may appoint liaisons to these committees (Attachment “A”).  

 

 

CONCLUSION: 

 

Approval of the City Council Liaison Assignments will allow the City of San Fernando to have 

consistent and appropriate representation in various governmental associations of which the City 

is a participating member (Detailed Description List – Attachment “B”). 

 

 

ATTACHMENTS: 

 

A. City Council Liaison Assignments for 2014-2015 

B. City Council Liaison Assignments – Detailed Description 
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CITY COUNCIL LIAISON ASSIGNMENTS 2014-2015 
 

 AGENCY/COMMITTEE MEET  APPOINTEE/S 

 

 
San Fernando Downtown Mall Merchants 

Association 

Mornings 

(as needed) 

 

 

Alt: 

 

Jesse H. Avila 

Joel Fajardo 

     

* City Selection Committee (L.A. County) Night 
 

Alt: 

Sylvia Ballin 

Robert C. Gonzales 

     

 Valley Economic Alliance Day 
 

Alt: 

Antonio Lopez 

Sylvia Ballin 

     

*** California High-Speed Rail Authority  
Vary 

(as needed) 

Lead: 

 

 

Antonio Lopez 

Robert C. Gonzales 

 

     

 Independent Cities Association (ICA) Night  
Robert C. Gonzales 

Jesse Avila 

     

** Independent Cities Risk Mgmt. (ICRMA) Day Alt: 
Sylvia Ballin                                   

Brian Saeki 

     

** Independent Cities Finance Authority (ICFA) Day  
Sylvia Ballin 

Rafaela King 

     

 League of California Cities 
1

st
 Thursday 

Evening 
 

Antonio Lopez 

Joel Fajardo 

     

 
San Fernando Valley Council of Governments 

(SFVCOG) 
TBD 

 

Alt: 

Jesse Avila 

Sylvia Ballin 

     

 
So. California Association of Governments 

(SCAG) 
1

st
 Thursday 

Morning 

 

Alt: 

Sylvia Ballin 

Jesse Avila 

     

 
Metropolitan Water District (MWD) of Southern 

California 
Day  Sylvia Ballin 

     

 
L.A. County Metropolitan Transportation Authority 

(MTA) East San Fernando Valley Transit Corridor 
Vary 

(as needed) 

 

Alt: 

Antonio Lopez 

Robert C. Gonzales 

     

 
 

MTA  San Fernando Valley Service Council 

1
st
 Wednesday 

Night 
 Antonio Lopez 

     

**** Greater L.A. County Vector Control District 
2

nd
 Thursday 

Evening 
 Nina Herrera 

 

 

ATTACHMENT  “A” 
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CITY COUNCIL LIAISON ASSIGNMENTS 2014-2015 
 

 
COMMISSION/COMMITTEE MEET  APPOINTEE/S 

     

 Cultural Arts Commission Recruitment on hold per City Council action on April 6, 2009 

  

***** Disaster Council 
Quarterly 

(Feb, May, Aug, Nov) 

Mornings 

Chair:  Sylvia Ballin 

Vice-Chair:  Jesse H. Avila 

   

 Education Commission 

Quarterly 

(Feb, May, Aug, Nov) 

6:00 p.m. 

 

Joel Fajardo 

     

 Parks, Wellness, and Recreation 
2

nd
 Tuesday 

6:30 p.m. 

 
Robert Gonzales 

     

 Planning and Preservation 
1

st
 Tuesday 

7:00 p.m. 

 
Antonio Lopez 

     

 Transportation & Safety 
3

rd
 Wednesday 

7:00 p.m. 

 
Jesse Avila 

     

 
Tree Commission 

Quarterly 

(as needed) 

 
Joel Fajardo 

 

* Must be Mayor 

** Adoption of a new Resolution (forthcoming) is required when Boardmembers are added/changed 

*** Ad Hoc formed on October 21, 2013 

**** Two Years – through January 2015 (City Council action January 2013) 

***** Per City Code (Must be the Mayor and a Councilmember appointed by the Mayor) 
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