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CCOOUUNNCCIILL  CCHHAAMMBBEERRSS  
111177  MMAACCNNEEIILL  SSTTRREEEETT  

  SSAANN  FFEERRNNAANNDDOO,,  CCAA  9911334400  
CALL TO ORDER/ROLL CALL 
 
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 

Mayor Mario F. Hernández  
 
 
PRESENTATION 

 
a) RECOGNITION OF RATTLERS SWIM TEAM OLYMPIC QUALIFIERS 

 
 
APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
 
 
PUBLIC STATEMENTS – WRITTEN/ORAL 

 
There will be a three (3) minute limitation per each member of the audience who wishes to make 
comments in order to provide a full opportunity to every person who desires to address the City 
Council. 

 
 
CONSENT CALENDAR 
 

Items on the Consent Calendar are considered routine and may be disposed of by a single motion 
to adopt staff recommendation.  If the City Council wishes to discuss any item, it should first be 
removed from the Consent Calendar. 
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1) APPROVAL OF MINUTES OF: 
 

a) JANUARY 17, 2012 – REGULAR MEETING 

b) FEBRUARY 6, 2012 – REGULAR MEETING 
 

2)  APPROVAL OF WARRANT REGISTER NO 12‐022 
 

3)  APPROVAL OF USED CAR DEALERSHIP PERMIT: iDRIVEX AUTO LLC (610 ILEX STREET) 
 

Recommend that the City Council approve iDriveX Auto LLC for a Business License Permit 

to conduct business as a used car dealership at 610 Ilex Street. 
   

 

NEW BUSINESS 
 

4)  RESOLUTIONS  AUTHORIZING  ACQUISITION  OF  SUPPLEMENTAL  COMMUNITY 

DEVELOPMENT  BLOCK  GRANT  (CDBG)  FUNDS  FROM  THE  CITIES OF  AVALON  AND  EL 

SEGUNDO 
 

    Recommend that the City Council: 
 

a. Adopt a Resolution authorizing the appropriation of $79,279.75 from the General 
Fund  to  acquire  an  additional  $112,375  in  unexpended  CDBG  funds  at  a 
discounted  rate  from  the  City  of  Avalon  ($50,650)  and  the  City  of  El  Segundo 
($61,725); and, 

 

b. Adopt Resolutions authorizing  the City Administrator  to execute agreements  for 
the City of San Fernando to acquire supplemental CDBG funding allocations from 
the City of Avalon and the City of El Segundo, respectively at discount rates, using 
resources from the General Fund. 

 

5)  SOLID WASTE CONSULTING SERVICES 
 

Recommend that the City Council: 
 

a. Direct  staff  to prepare a Request  For Proposals  (RFP)  for    consulting  services  to 
assist staff in the procurement of solid waste and recyclables collection services;  

 

b. Direct staff to work with the City Attorney to develop an agreement to extend the 
current  contract  with  Crown  Disposal  to  provide  solid  waste  and  recyclables 
collection services for a period not greater than four months beyond the current 
agreement termination date of October 30, 2012; and 

 

c. Authorize the City Administrator to execute the agreement.  

 

02/21/2012 CC Meeting Agenda Page 2 of 105



SAN FERNANDO CITY COUNCIL 
AGENDA – Tuesday, FEBRUARY 21, 2012 
Page 3 

 

6)  LAS PALMAS PARK OUTDOOR FITNESS AREA  

 

Recommend that the City Council: 

 
a. Authorize  the  City  Administrator  to  execute  the  Right  of  Entry  Permit,  License  and 

Agreement between  the City  and  Trust  of  Public  Land  (TPL)  for  purchase  of  exercise 
equipment; and 

 
b. Adopt a Resolution approving an allocation of Quimby Funds for construction of the Las 

Palmas Park Outdoor Fitness Area in an amount not to exceed $6,838. 
 

 

CITY COUNCIL ITEMS 
 

7)  TERMINATION OF CITY ADMINISTRATOR’S EMPLOYMENT AGREEMENT 
 

  This item is placed on the agenda by Councilmember Sylvia Ballin. 
 

8)  DIRECT STAFF TO COORDINATE INVESTIGATION WITH METROPOLITAN WATER DISTRICT 

(MWD) REGARDING POTENTIAL MISUSE OF PUBLIC/UTILITY FUNDS REGARDING RECENT 

MWD WATER INSPECTION TOUR BY COUNCILMEMBER SYLVIA BALLIN 
 

  This item is placed on the agenda by Mayor Mario F. Hernández. 
 

 

STANDING COMMITTEE UPDATES 
 

No. 1  Budget, Personnel and Finance (BPF) 
    Chair Mario F. Hernández  
 
No. 2  Housing, Community & Economic Development and Parking (HCEP) 
    Chair Maribel De La Torre 
 
No. 3  Natural Resources, Infrastructure, Water, Energy and Waste  
    Management (NRIW) 
    Chair Sylvia Ballin 
 
No. 4  Public Safety, Veteran Affairs, Technology and Transportation (PVTT) 
  Chair Antonio Lopez 
 
No. 5  Education, Parks, Arts, Health and Aging (EPAH) 

  Chair Brenda Esqueda 
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GENERAL COUNCIL COMMENTS 
 
 
 

STAFF COMMUNICATION 
 
 
Closed session 
 

A)  PUBLIC EMPLOYEE PERFORMANCE EVALUATION  
  G.C. 54957 
 

  Title:  City Administrator 
 

B)  PUBLIC EMPLOYEE DISCIPLINE/DISMISSAL/RELEASE  
  G.C. 54957 
 

  (Two Positions) 
 

C)  CONFERENCE WITH LEGAL COUNSEL ‐ EXISTING LITIGATION  
  G.C. 54956.9(a) 
 

  Name of Case:  Armando Patino v. City of San Fernando 
  WCAB Case No.:  VNO 0534961 
  Claim No.:    20060004SFE 

 
 

ADJOURNMENT 
 

I hereby certify under penalty of perjury under the laws of the State of California that the foregoing 
agenda was posted on the City Hall bulletin board not less than 72 hours prior to the meeting. 

 
 
 

Elena G. Chávez, City Clerk 
Signed and Posted:  February 17, 2012 (2:00 p.m.) 

 

Agendas and complete Agenda Packets (including staff reports and exhibits related to each item) are posted on the City’s  
Internet Web site (www.sfcity.org).  These are also available for public reviewing prior to a meeting in the City Clerk’s Office. 

 

Any public writings distributed by the City Council to at least a majority of the Councilmembers regarding any item on this regular 
meeting agenda will also be made available at the City Clerk’s Office at City Hall located at 117 Macneil Street, San Fernando, CA, 
91340 during normal business hours.  In addition, the City may also post such documents on the City’s Web Site at www.sfcity.org. 

 

In accordance with the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990, if you require a disability­related  
modification/accommodation to attend or participate in this meeting, including auxiliary aids or services  

please call the City Clerk’s Office at (818) 898­1204 at least 48 hours prior to the meeting. 
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SAN FERNANDO CITY COUNCIL 
MINUTES 

 
JANUARY 17, 2012 – 6:00 P.M. 

REGULAR MEETING 
 

City Hall Council Chambers 
117 Macneil Street 

San Fernando, CA  91340 
 
 
CALL TO ORDER/ROLL CALL 
 
Mayor Mario F. Hernández called the meeting to order at 6:20 p.m.      
 
Present: 
   

Council: Mayor Mario F. Hernández, Mayor Pro Tem Brenda Esqueda, 
Councilmembers Sylvia Ballin, Maribel De La Torre, and Antonio Lopez  

 
Staff: City Administrator Al Hernández, City Attorney Michael Estrada, and 

City Clerk Elena G. Chávez 
 
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE  
 
Mayor Hernández 
 
 
APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
 
Motion by Councilmember De La Torre, seconded by Councilmember Ballin, to approve the 
agenda.  By consensus, the motion carried. 
 
 
PUBLIC STATEMENTS – WRITTEN/ORAL 
 
Mike Majers (resident and business owner) said that businesses refused to donate toward the 
City’s Centennial because of what’s going on, there is a high vacancy rate in the City, the 
Redevelopment Agency is losing money, and the pool is a joke.  He said City Council should 
take notice and do the right thing. 
 
Dee Akemon (resident) said that the City Council majority was asked to step down, she is 
embarrassed by questions asked wherever she goes, at one time or another has voted for each 
Councilmember, and would like to see them voluntarily step down and not spend money on a 
recall election. 
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Jesse Avila (resident) in response to his question regarding the proposed water and sewer rate 
increases; he was referred to the City Clerk and the Public Works Director. 
 
Linda Jauron (resident) reported that a list of demands had been presented to City Council and a 
recall committee has been formed.  She said there has been a lack of focus by certain 
Councilmembers (decisions have been questionable) and urged the City Council majority to save 
the City from further embarrassment and resign. 
 
Jose Diaz stated that he had been falsely arrested by Officer Marshall Mack and that he (Officer 
Mack) is yet to be disciplined.  He said that information he and his supporters mailed to San 
Fernando Police officers was stolen and he’s requesting a third-party independent investigation 
regarding the matter (he provided Mayor Hernández a packet of information). 
 
Carolina Perez (resident) said it has been shameful that San Fernando is everywhere in the 
media, she has volunteered for San Fernando schools and parks, and if there is a recall, she will 
be working even harder. 
 
Patty Lopez (resident) said that Councilmember De La Torre has brought shame to the City and 
it was time for her to go while she still has some dignity. 
 
Julian Ruelas (resident) said that his coworkers think San Fernando is a joke and no one in the 
real estate world will look at our City.  He said that people need to change and do the right thing 
so that the City can move forward. 
 
Samuel Beltran said that he visited his nephew in Seattle, Washington, who asked him if it was 
true what is going on in San Fernando.  He asked that certain Councilmembers to do the right 
thing and step down with pride and dignity. 
 
Antonio Adame (resident) talked about a recent incident regarding problems with neighbors in 
which Mayor Pro Tem Esqueda and Police Sgt. Alvaro Castellon assisted his family.  He said 
that people need to wake up (the recall is a joke), not worry about gossip; instead worry about 
the corruption at the Police Department. 
 
Florita Hernández said that San Fernando Police officers arrested and beat up her son (he was 
unarmed and not on drugs). 
 
Ray Esparza, Santa Rosa Baseball League, said it is difficult to run a league without a snack bar, 
and would like more information regarding options (said that he is aware this item is on the 
agenda for discussion). 
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CONSENT CALENDAR 
 
Councilmember De La Torre removed Item No. 3, and Councilmember Ballin removed Item No. 
1 (November 21, 2011 minutes) for further discussion. 
 
Motion by Councilmember De La Torre, seconded by Councilmember Ballin, to approve the 
remaining Consent Calendar Items:   
 
2) APPROVAL OF WARRANT REGISTER NO’S 11-122, 12-011, AND 12-012 
 
4) RESOLUTION PURSUANT TO ASSEMBLY BILL 936 CONCERNING 

FORGIVENESS OF LOANS, ADVANCES, OR OTHER INDEBTEDNESS 
 
By consensus, the motion carried. 
 
Items Removed for Further Discussion: 
 
1) APPROVAL OF MINUTES OF: 

 
a) NOVEMBER 21, 2011 – REGULAR MEETING 
b) DECEMBER 5, 2011 – REGULAR MEETING 
c) DECEMBER 19, 2011 – SPECIAL MEETING 

 
Councilmember Ballin asked for an update regarding a comment in the November 21, 2011 
minutes by Mayor Hernández.  Police Lt. Eley said that he did not receive the information from 
Mayor Hernández (regarding a complaint about parking citations) but he did remind his rank and 
file of the “do’s and don’ts”. 
 
In response to Councilmember Ballin’s question, Mayor Hernández said he would provide her 
the information regarding the person that made the complaint. 
 
Motion by Councilmember Ballin, seconded by Mayor Pro Tem Esqueda, to approve Consent 
Calendar Item No. 1.  By consensus, the motion carried. 
 
3) RESOLUTION ADOPTING PROCEDURES IN CONNECTION WITH PROPOSED 

INCREASES TO UTILITY SERVICE CHARGES 
 
Councilmember De La Torre provided contact information for the City Clerk’s office and Public 
Works Director Ron Ruiz briefly explained the procedure regarding the proposed increases.  
 
Motion by Councilmember De La Torre, seconded by Councilmember Ballin, to adopt a 
Resolution adopting procedures in connection with proposed increases to utility service charges.  
By consensus, the motion carried. 
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NEW BUSINESS 
         
5) J. P. MORGAN CHASE BANK, N. A. BANKING LOAN PROPOSAL TO 

REFINANCE THE NITRATE REMOVAL SYSTEM LOAN 
 
City Administrator Hernández presented the staff report and responded to questions from 
Councilmembers. 

 
Motion by Councilmember De la Torre, seconded by Councilmember Ballin, to: 

 
a) Authorize the City Administrator and City Attorney to negotiate with J. P. Morgan 

Chase Bank, N. A. (Chase) to determine the terms of a financing arrangement to 
refinance the Envirogen Technologies, Inc. lease for the Nitrate Removal System; and  

 
b) Direct the City Administrator to schedule final approval of the financing arrangement 

with Chase for a future City Council meeting. 
 
By consensus, the motion carried. 
 
6) MID YEAR PROGRESS REPORT ON CITY PRIORITIES 
 
City Administrator Hernández presented the staff report. 
 
Motion by Councilmember De La Torre, seconded by Councilmember Ballin, to receive and file 
the Mid Year Progress Report on the Fiscal Year (FY) 2011-12 Priorities.  By consensus, the 
motion carried. 

 
 

CONTINUED BUSINESS 
 
7) UPDATE ON AB X1 26 AND AB X1 27 AND CALIFORNIA SUPREME COURT 

OPINION 
 
City Administrator Hernández presented the staff report. 

 
Motion by Councilmember De La Torre, seconded by Councilmember Lopez, to receive and file 
the update on AB X1 26 and AB X1 27.  By consensus, the motion carried. 
 
8) CONCESSION STANDS UPDATE 
 
Recreation and Community Services Operations Manager Ismael Aguila presented the staff 
report and responded to questions from Councilmembers. 
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Discussion ensued regarding the leagues’ budgets, revenues vs. costs, retrofitting the snack bars 
(bring them up to code) and making certain that health code requirements are met.  It was 
suggested that staff continue to work with the leagues and, whenever necessary, place this item 
back on the agenda.  
 
Motion by Councilmember De La Torre, seconded by Councilmember Lopez, to receive and file 
the update.  By consensus the motion carried. 
 
 
CITY COUNCIL ITEMS 
 
8) DISSOLVE STANDING COMMITTEES 
 
Discussion ensued regarding ad hoc committees versus standing committees. 
 
Motion by Mayor Hernández, seconded by Councilmember Lopez, to table this until the next 
meeting (staff to provide the pros and cons).  By consensus, the motion carried. 
 
 
STANDING COMMITTEE UPDATES 
 
 No. 1 Budget, Personnel and Finance (BPF) 
 
Mayor Hernández – no updates. 
 

No. 2  Housing, Community & Economic Development and Parking (HCEP) 
 
Councilmember De La Torre – City Planner Fred Ramirez gave updates regarding the Lopez-
Villegas house, Sustainable Communities Initiative and Planning Grant process, and the smoking 
ban ordinance.   
 
 No. 3  Natural Resources, Infrastructure, Water, Energy and Waste Management (NRIW) 
 
Councilmember Ballin – Public Works Director Ruiz gave an update regarding the refuse 
procurement process (approximately four months behind).  Councilmember De La Torre 
suggested the need to proceed with a consultant (by consensus, this item would be agendized for 
the next meeting). 
 

No. 4 Public Safety, Veteran Affairs, Technology and Transportation (PVTT) 
 

Councilmember Lopez – Public Works Director Ruiz said the committee talked about replacing 
bus shelters (grant funds only cover specific bus shelters that relate to the trolleys) and structured 
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fees for advertising in the trolleys.  PVTT members requested to change their meeting date to the 
third Thursday of the month. 
 

No. 5 Education, Parks, Arts, Health and Aging (EPAH) 
 

Mayor Pro Tem Esqueda – reported there will be an upcoming meeting will be to discuss Skate 
Plaza and Snack Bars. 

 
 

GENERAL COUNCIL COMMENTS 
 

Councilmember Lopez:  1) thanked residents; 2) said we have a great community that has lots to 
offer; 2) said he, too, has suffered in his profession due to things happening in the City; and 3) 
said it’s time to set aside personal issues, be respectful of each other, and move forward.  
 
Councilmember Ballin read a prepared statement expressing various concerns including Mayor 
Hernández’ comments and actions during the meeting of November 21, 2011.  She said that if 
the City Council does not publicly take a position, they are complicit.  She believes that the City 
Council must take proactive steps to begin the process of healing and restoring the public’s 
confidence in its leadership. 
 
Motion by Councilmember Ballin, seconded by Councilmember Lopez, to censure Mayor 
Hernández for his conduct during the meeting of November 21, 2011. 
 
In response to Councilmember Ballin’s question, City Atty. Estrada agreed that the Mayor Pro 
Tem should run this portion of the meeting (since this motion pertains to the Mayor). 
 
City Atty. Estrada requested a recess to look into whether this special motion was in order. 
 
Councilmember Ballin continued to read her statement. 
 
Motion by Councilmember Ballin, seconded by Councilmember Lopez, to relieve Mayor 
Hernandez from his duties as presiding officer of the City Council. 
 
Motion by Councilmember Ballin to nominate Councilmember Lopez to serve as Mayor of San 
Fernando.  The motion was not seconded. 
 
City Atty. Estrada reported that the last two motions must be agendized (the safest answer would 
be to agendize all three of the motions at the next City Council meeting).  Again, he requested a 
brief recess to look into Roberts Rules of Order. 
 
Motion by Councilmember De La Torre to agendize all three items on the next meeting agenda 
(no recess).  The motion was not seconded. 
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RECESS (8:07 P.M.) 
 
 
RECONVENE (8:16 P.M.) 
 
City Atty. Estrada reported that his colleagues advised him that the person being censured is 
entitled to due process.  Therefore, he concluded that the matter can not be considered tonight; it 
would need to be noticed at a subsequent City Council meeting.   
 
Councilmember Ballin requested that her three motions be agendized for the next meeting. 
 
Mayor Pro Tem Esqueda turned the meeting over to Mayor Hernández. 
 
Mayor Pro Tem Esqueda (addressing the community and residents) said we have had stormy 
days but the rain can’t last forever and she wants to move this community forward instead of 
divided. 
 
Mayor Hernández said that Councilmember Ballin is making false accusations and broad 
assumptions and wants to set the record straight.  He has done a great job as Mayor and wants to 
make a motion to censure Councilmember Ballin’s comments (to be agendized for the next 
agenda).   
 
 
STAFF COMMUNICATIONS 
 
None. 
 
 
RECESS TO CLOSED SESSION (8:23 P.M.) 
 
By consensus, Councilmembers recessed to the following Closed Session, thereafter to adjourn. 
 
Mayor Pro Tem Esqueda and Councilmember Ballin did not attend the Closed Session. 
 
A) PUBLIC EMPLOYEE PERFORMANCE EVALUATION  
 G.C. 54957 
 

Title: City Administrator 
 
No reportable action. 
 
 

I do hereby certify that the foregoing is a true and 
correct copy of the minutes of January 17, 2012 meeting 
as approved by the San Fernando City Council. 
 
____________________________ 
Elena G. Chávez 
City Clerk 
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SAN FERNANDO CITY COUNCIL 
MINUTES 

 
FEBRUARY 6, 2012 – 6:00 P.M. 

REGULAR MEETING 
 

City Hall Council Chambers 
117 Macneil Street 

San Fernando, CA  91340 
 
 
CALL TO ORDER/ROLL CALL 
 
Mayor Mario F. Hernández called the meeting to order at 6:10 p.m.      
 
Present: 
   

Council: Mayor Mario F. Hernández, Mayor Pro Tem Brenda Esqueda, 
Councilmembers Sylvia Ballin, Maribel De La Torre, and Antonio Lopez  

 
Staff: City Administrator Al Hernández, City Attorney Michael Estrada, and 

City Clerk Elena G. Chávez 
 
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE  
 
Mayor Hernández 
 
 
PRESENTATIONS 
 
a) ECE FIRST 5 LA HIGH SCHOOL RECRUITMENT PROGRAM  - Cancelled 
 
The following presentation was made: 
 
b) AIR QUALITY UPDATES WITH EMPHASIS ON AIR QUALITY MANAGEMENT 

DISTRICT (AQMD) FUNDING PROGRAMS – MICHAEL CACCIOTTI, AQMD BOARD 
MEMBER 

 
 
APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
 
Motion by Councilmember De La Torre, seconded by Councilmember Lopez, to approve the 
agenda.  By consensus, the motion carried. 
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PUBLIC STATEMENTS – WRITTEN/ORAL 
 
Francine Jorgenson (resident) said she was protesting the water and sewer rate increases, asked 
that City Council do the “right thing” regarding Police Chief Tony Ruelas, said it seems fitting 
that Mayor Hernández step down, and she thanked Councilmember Ballin for adding Item No.s 
12 and 13 to the agenda. 
 
Renato Lira (resident) said it was time for Councilmember De La Torre (and Mayor Hernández) 
to resign and not have taxpayers pay for a recall. 
 
John Lawler, Principal at Cesar Chávez Learning Academies (Valley Regional High School No. 
5), talked about Item No. 7 regarding Facility Use and Transportation Agreement and asked for 
City Council support. 
 
Mike Majers (resident and business owner) said he read the recall response statements, he is sure 
that each Councilmember has had tickets taken care of, said that bringing back Police Chief 
Tony Ruelas to remove Police Lt. Jeff Eley was ridiculous, and he’s appalled by what’s going 
on. 
 
Dee Akemon (resident) read responses to recall petitions and said that she is not part of any 
special interest group.  She is a resident and homeowner and is embarrassed by what’s going on.  
She does not wish (Councilmembers) any ill, she said to just be dignified and step down. 
 
Yvonne Gomez (resident) said she lives across from San Fernando Elementary School and is 
concerned about the children’s safety (parents are being careless when dropping them off).  
 
Ron Hernández (resident and business owner) said he was not here to judge, but was here on 
behalf Jeff Eley (he loves this City and job and goes above and beyond to protect residents) and 
asked City Council to reconsider his situation. 
 
Jesse Avila (resident) said they attempted to serve recall papers and Councilmembers sent their 
children to pick up their automobiles, City Council brought back a disgraced Police Chief to do a 
deed and open up the City to more liability, they are not following Roberts Rules of Order, and 
have put residents in a position where they will be paying for a long time.   
 
Linda Jauron (resident) said that she is disappointed in the City Council majority, this is not a 
game or a joke, the recall petition paperwork will be filed tomorrow morning, and the whole City 
will be placed under a great deal of scrutiny.  She asked them to do what is right and resign. 
 
Irwin Rosenberg (San Fernando Police Officers’ Association (SFPOA) President) said that 
Councilmembers (in their responses to the recall) chose to attack members of the Police 
Department instead of taking responsibility for behavior, lack of leadership and the hostile 
environment they’ve created.  He said that when he met with Mayor Pro Tem Esqueda in 
November, they asked her to provide information related to police corruption and misconduct 
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and she provided none.  He said that it was the Police Department and the POA that had to go to 
the Sheriff’s Department and the District Attorney’s office to demand an investigation.  
 
Louie Lopez (resident) talked about pool costs, said the police sex scandal should have been 
handled, is against water rate increases, and applauded Councilmember Ballin to have the 
wisdom and fortitude to ask the Mayor to step down. 
 
Patty Lopez (resident) said she can’t believe that (certain) Councilmembers are still here, she 
doesn’t have anything against them (just wants them to do what’s right), distributed information 
regarding ethics training, and said that if they continue, the fight will be long and costly. 
 
Roberta Jansen (resident) said that Mayor Hernández is no different than any other man or 
woman in this building and asked who invited the news media to begin with?  She said that lots 
of people (Councilmembers) throughout the years have been accused of being partial, and we 
need to get on with business. 
 
Norma Virgen said she was here because she has police fears, has many stories, and next time 
will bring a lot of people to the meeting. 
 
Christine Provencio (resident) said that residents are concerned about what’s going on in their 
neighborhoods (people have been robbed) and wants to see what we can do to get neighborhood 
watch groups going. 
 
Maria Mireles (resident) said they were in the process of collecting signatures to protest water 
rate increases and asked for more time to gather them. 
 
Female speaker (did not state name) said that her son died in Pacoima, meetings should be 
conducted in a way to focus on the good of what’s happening in the City, time is wasting, and we 
need to look after the future of the kids. 
 
Carolina Perez said they don’t care about City Council’s personal lives but it does interfere with 
the City, and she said that Councilmembers should be familiar with the Brown Act and Roberts 
Rules of Order. 
 
Julian Ruelas (resident) said that this all started with the police and fire contract issues.  It is not 
politically motivated, it’s about citizens being tired of having to watch over City Council’s every 
move.  He said it’s not right that we have to spend money on a recall that doesn’t have to happen 
if they (Councilmembers) would just to what’s right. 
 
Iris Ruelas-Villegas (resident) said she would like Hernández, De La Torre, and Esqueda to 
resign and save the City time and money.  She was very upset that Police Lt. Jeff Eley was 
placed on administrative leave, and said she appreciated that Police Department members 
attended her mother’s funeral services.  She also spoke against the proposed water and sewer 
rates. 
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Paul Luna (resident) said that Councilmembers have shamed themselves, their families, and 
children, and the only way to repay their families is to step down. 
 
Charlotte Lukezich (resident) spoke against the proposed water and sewer rate increases, San 
Fernando is a beautiful City and it’s a shame that all of this is happening. 
 
Samuel Beltran (resident) said he’s backing up Acting Police Chief Robert Parks 100% and 
(directing his comments to Councilmember De La Torre) stated she doesn’t have any shame or 
respect for the people here.  
 
Gustavo Franco (resident) would like to keep the Police Department as it is and said all three 
(Hernández, De La Torre, and Esqueda) need to go. 
 
Alvaro Castellon (San Fernando Police Sergeant) said that Councilmembers Ballin and Lopez 
are hypocrites because they both had major roles in bringing back Police Chief Ruelas, and said 
that he is every family’s personal watch dog (not just Mayor Pro Tem Esqueda’s).   
 
Benita Rivera (resident) said, speaking on behalf of the seniors, it not right that water rates keep 
going up and it’s not right that they are paying for City Council’s disgraces. 
 
Female speaker (did not state name) said it was shameful that certain Councilmembers do not 
show respect for the speakers, are cutting them off, and she said that residents will continue 
fighting to get the three (Councilmembers) out. 
 
Diana Lopez said that she is enraged, people have voted for Councilmembers to be up here, and 
the leaders have abused and betrayed the trust of their followers. 
 
Gilbert Gomez talked about the swimming pool, said that the City Council does not visit the 
seniors (only when they need a vote), and said if he were them (Council) he would resign, and he 
believes that Robert Parks should be the Police Chief. 
 
Ernie Hernández (business owner) said it’s embarrassing that people are throwing stones at each 
other, let the Police Department handle their own business, and he said that he is here to show 
support for Police Lt. Jeff Eley.   
 
Felipa Gribaldo (resident) said that when Hernández and De La Torre were campaigning, they 
asked for her support.  She has become disillusioned (San Fernando is worse) and she talked 
about the water rate increases (water, food and rent – everything’s going up). 
 
Gil Madrid (resident) said that everyone asks him what’s going on in the City and it’s 
embarrassing.  He said that water rates are unfair and he asked if the increases will improve the 
infrastructure and the quality of the water?  He wished the City Council better luck in conducting 
themselves because the world is watching. 
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David Hernández (Valley Village) said he has a heavy heart regarding what’s going on, this 
community is worth saving, he is pledging his support, and announced he is running for 
Congress for the brand new district. 
 
 
CONSENT CALENDAR 
 
Councilmember Ballin removed Item No. 1 for further discussion. 
 
Motion by Councilmember De La Torre, seconded by Councilmember Lopez, to approve 
remaining Consent Calendar Items:   
 
2) APPROVAL OF WARRANT REGISTER NO 12-021 
 
3) FINANCIAL STATEMENTS – NOVEMBER AND DECEMBER 2011 
 
4) ANNUAL INVESTMENT POLICY 
 
5) RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING CITY TREASURER AND DEPUTY CITY 

TREASURER TO INVEST SURPLUS FUNDS 
 
Items Removed for Further Discussion: 
 
1) APPROVAL OF MINUTES OF JANUARY 17, 2012 – REGULAR MEETING 
 
Councilmember Ballin requested a correction to the minutes regarding noted motions pertaining 
to relieving Mayor Hernández from his duties as presiding officer of the City Council, and 
nominating Councilmember Lopez to serve as Mayor. 
 
Motion by Councilmember De La Torre, seconded by Councilmember Ballin, to table the 
minutes until the City Clerk reviews the audio.  By consensus, the motion carried. 
 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
 
6) APPROVAL OF NEW TROLLEY ROUTE 
 
Public Works Director Ron Ruiz presented the staff report and responded to questions from 
Councilmembers. 
 
Motion by Councilmember De La Torre, seconded by Councilmember Lopez, to approve the 
new Trolley Route.  By consensus, the motion carried. 
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7) APPROVAL OF FACILITY USE AND TRANSPORTATION AGREEMENT, 

INCLUDING FEE DEFERRAL, WITH VALLEY REGIONAL HIGH SCHOOL NO. 5 
 
Recreation and Community Services Operations Manager Ismael Aguila presented the staff 
report.  He and City Atty. Estrada responded to questions from Councilmembers. 
 
Motion by Councilmember De La Torre, seconded by Councilmember Ballin, to approve a 
Facility Use and Transportation Agreement (the revised version distributed at the meeting which 
includes changes regarding insurance and termination cause) which would: 
 

a. Authorize the swim team from Valley Regional High School No. 5 to use the San 
Fernando Regional Pool Facility for swim practices; 

 
b. Provide for the City to authorize First Transit to make available a trolley to transport 

the swim team from Valley Regional High School No. 5 to the San Fernando 
Regional Pool Facility; and 

 
c. Defer payment of the fees for use of the San Fernando Regional Pool Facility and 

allow them to be credited to the City and applied to charges that will be incurred by 
the City in a pending reciprocal-use agreement. 

 
The motion carried with the following vote: 
 
 AYES:  Hernández, Esqueda, Ballin, De La Torre, Lopez – 5 
 NOES:  None 
 ABSENT: None 
 
8) CALIFORNIA SUSTAINABLE COMMUNITIES PLANNING GRANT 

APPLICATION 
 
City Planner Fred Ramirez presented the staff report and responded to questions from 
Councilmembers. 
 
Motion by Councilmember De La Torre, seconded by Councilmember Ballin, to adopt a 
Resolution supporting the City’s application to the State of California Strategic Growth 
Council’s Sustainable Communities Planning Grant and Incentive Program for a grant to 
complete a comprehensive General Plan and Zoning Code update.  By consensus, the motion 
carried. 
 
 
CONTINUED BUSINESS 
 
9) DISSOLVING STANDING COMMITTEES – PROS/CONS 
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City Administrator Hernández presented the staff report. 
 
Discussion ensued and staff responded to questions from Councilmembers. 
 
Motion by Councilmember De La Torre, seconded by Mayor Pro Tem Esqueda, to dissolve the 
Standing Committees.  The motion failed with the following vote: 
 

AYES:  De La Torre, Esqueda – 2 
NOES:  Hernández, Ballin, Lopez – 3 
ABSENT: None 

 
Motion by Councilmember Lopez to approve the following: 
 

a. Staff Liaison to post special meeting agendas 48 hours in advance; and 
 
b. Remove the current staff liaison (PVTT Standing Committee) and appoint Public 

Works Director Ron Ruiz as the liaison. 
 
Councilmember De La Torre requested an amendment to continue conducting Standing 
Committee meetings as currently scheduled. 
 
Councilmember Lopez accepted the amendment.  The motion (and amendment) was seconded 
by Councilmember Ballin and carried with the following vote: 
 
 AYES:  Lopez, Ballin, De La Torre, Hernández – 4 

NOES:  Esqueda – 1 
ABSENT: None 

 
 
PUBLIC HEARING 
 
10)  PUBLIC HEARING TO INCREASE WATER RATE 
  
Mayor Hernández announced that this was the time and place for the Public Hearing. 
 
City Clerk Chávez reported that the notice of the hearing was given as required by law. 
 
Public Works Director Ruiz gave the staff report. 
 
Mayor Hernández called for public testimony for interested persons to testify for, or against, the 
proposed water rate increase. 
 
The following individuals spoke against the proposed water rate increase: 
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Kenny Majers 
Francine Jorgenson 
Martin Cisneros 
Paul Luna 
Charlotte Lukezich 
Julian Ruelas 
Female speaker (did not state name) 
Patty Lopez 
Tom Ross (business owner) 
Trini Godoy 
Jesse Avila 
Gil Madrid 
Eusenia Flores 
Al Covarrubias  
Scott (did not state last name) 
Irma Del Rio 
Mike Majers  
Kevin Beaulieu 
Danitza Pantoja 
Richard Arroyo 
 
The following individual was neither in favor nor against: 
 
Mike Yumani (business owner) inquired about water rates for businesses and said the City needs 
to use its selling points to keep (and bring in) businesses. 
 
During the (above) public testimony, Mayor Pro Tem Esqueda left the meeting. 
 
There being no further comments, Mayor Hernández closed the public comment portion of the 
hearing. 
 
Staff responded to various questions/concerns from residents and Councilmembers. 
 
The City Clerk announced that the City had not received a majority of protests. 
 
Discussion ensued regarding extending the hearing date and scheduling a town hall meeting,  
 
Motion by Councilmember Lopez to continue the Public Hearing to the second meeting in 
March.  In the interim (prior to March 19th), staff to conduct a town hall meeting and send out a 
new notice informing residents of the new public hearing date, the town hall meeting, and 
include a sample protest ballot in the mailer. 
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Mayor Hernández re-opened the Public Hearing and announced it was continued to the second 
meeting in March (i.e., March 19, 2012). 
 
Councilmember De La Torre requested an amendment to approve $8,000 for the cost of putting 
together the mailer (i.e., notice regarding new public hearing date, ballot, and town hall meeting 
announcement). 
 
Councilmember Lopez accepted the amendment.  The motion (and amendment) was seconded 
by Councilmember Ballin.  By consensus, the motion carried. 
 
  
11) PUBLIC HEARING TO INCREASE SEWER RATE 
 
Motion by Mayor Hernandez, seconded by Councilmember De La Torre, to continue the item to 
coincide with the continuance of the proposed water rate increase.  By consensus, the motion 
carried. 
 
 
CITY COUNCIL ITEMS 
 
12) MOTION TO CENSURE MAYOR HERNÁNDEZ FOR CONDUCT DURING THE 

MEETING OF NOVEMBER 21, 2011 
 
In response to Councilmember Ballin’s question, City Atty. Estrada suggested that (in the 
absence of the Mayor Pro Tem) the Councilmember with most seniority (Councilmember De La 
Torre) take over this portion of the meeting. 
 
Councilmember Ballin read from her statement of January 17, 2012, in which she expresses 
various concerns including Mayor Hernández’ comments and actions during the meeting of 
November 21, 2011.  She said that if the City Council does not publicly take a position, they are 
complicit.  She believes that the City Council must take proactive steps to begin the process of 
healing and restoring the public’s confidence in its leadership. 
 
Motion by Councilmember Ballin, seconded by Councilmember Lopez, to censure Mayor 
Hernández for his conduct during the meeting of November 21, 2011. 
 
Mayor Hernández responded to Councilmember Ballin’s comments by stating that: 
 

 He separated from estranged wife in June 2011 (a press release was issued at that 
time) and he felt it was important to make this new relationship public because The 
Sun was trying to make it an issue; 
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 Councilmember Ballin’s attempt to censure him is purely personal and her judgment 
is tainted as a result of infidelities that exist between her and her husband; and 

 
 He talked about the process regarding censuring an elected official and if 

Councilmember Ballin proceeds, she will be moving to violate his civil rights.   
 
In response to Councilmember Ballin’s question whether the motion to censure Mayor 
Hernández violates his civil rights; City Atty. Estrada stated that he does not believe that it does. 
 
Motion by Councilmember Ballin, seconded by Councilmember Lopez, to censure Mayor 
Hernández for his conduct at the meeting of November 21, 2011.  The motion failed with the 
following vote: 
 
 AYES:  Ballin, Lopez – 2 
 NOES:  Hernández, De La Torre – 2 
 ABSENT:  Esqueda – 1 
 
13) REMOVE COUNCILMEMBER HERNÁNDEZ AS MAYOR AND ELECT 

COUNCILMEMBER LOPEZ AS MAYOR 
 
Councilmember Ballin read her top five reasons why Mayor Hernández should be removed: 1) in 
September 2011, he made a motion to bring back Police Lt. Tony Ruelas and promote him to 
Police Chief (even though the City was in litigation as a result of Ruelas’ actions; 2) on 
November 21, 2011, he publicly disrespected a business owner in the Council Chambers (our 
business community should trust they are welcome to the meetings without the threat of being 
publicly disrespected by the Mayor or Councilmembers);  3) Mayor Hernandez was a proponent 
to bringing into the City a private fire/life safety company (which did not have a proven track 
record);  4) he did not fulfill his responsibility to complete negotiations with the POA (instead he 
delegated this responsibility to Councilmember De La Torre); and 5) he brought negative 
national attention to our City which continues to impact the residents, business owners, City 
employees, stake holders and prospective business owners. 
 
Motion by Councilmember Ballin, seconded by Councilmember Lopez, to relieve Mayor 
Hernández from his duties as presiding officer of this Council. 
 
In response to Councilmember Ballin’s comments, Mayor Hernández said his vote is only one of 
five (regarding negotiating an independent fire company) and he was the only “No” vote on 
bringing back and promoting Ruelas. 
 
 The motion failed with the following vote: 
 
 AYES:  Ballin, Lopez – 2 
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 NOES:  Hernández, De La Torre – 2 
 ABSENT:  Esqueda – 1 
 
In response to Councilmember Ballin’s question, City Atty. Estrada stated that Mayor Hernández 
was allowed to vote on this issue. 
 
14) MOTION TO CENSURE COUNCILMEMBER BALLIN 
 
Mayor Hernández said that his motion to censure Councilmember Ballin was based on two 
issues. 
 
The first, is the continued negative attention by Councilmember Ballin being drawn to his 
personal life and insinuating that he is no longer able to continue as capacity as Mayor.  He said 
that since this was only personal, and for the benefit of special interest groups, he withdraws his 
claim. 
 
However, the second issue (of which he will proceed and request an investigation) is that he feels 
it was inappropriate, and a misuse of public/utility funds, for Councilmember Ballin to host an 
all expense paid family vacation to Hoover Dam (under the under the guise of a Metropolitan 
Water District inspection trip).  He would like to direct staff to communicate with the 
Metropolitan Water District to initiate an investigation as to whether public/utility funds were 
used for this trip.  He requested to agendize this for the next meeting. 
 
No action taken on Item No. 14. 
 
15) TERMINATION OF CITY ADMINISTRATOR’S EMPLOYMENT AGREEMENT 
 
Councilmember Ballin said she would like to postpone this item until all five Councilmembers 
are present. 
 
 
STANDING COMMITTEE UPDATES 
 
 No. 1 Budget, Personnel and Finance (BPF) 
 
Mayor Hernández – no updates. 
 
 No. 2 Housing, Community & Economic Development and Parking (HCEP) 
 
Councilmember De La Torre – no updates.   
 
 No. 3  Natural Resources, Infrastructure, Water, Energy and Waste Management (NRIW) 
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Councilmember Ballin – no updates. 
 
 No. 4 Public Safety, Veteran Affairs, Technology and Transportation (PVTT) 
 
Councilmember Lopez – no updates. 
 
 No. 5 Education, Parks, Arts, Health and Aging (EPAH) 
 
Mayor Pro Tem Esqueda (absent) – Recreation & Community Services Operations Manger 
Ismael Aguila reported they discussed concessions stand update, the marketing banner campaign 
(to help offset impact fees for the little leagues), and they talked about the Skate Plaza. 
 
 
GENERAL COUNCIL COMMENTS 
 
Councilmember De La Torre: 1) she is very disappointed in some members of community (they 
don’t have their facts straight); 2) regarding statements made by the media (her children have 
hired an attorney; 3) she doesn’t appreciate being disrespected at the podium; 4) the recall effort 
is about Councilmembers that have said “enough is enough” and 5) she is here to do a job and 
will continue to work for the residents of this community. 
 
Councilmember Lopez said it’s been a long night and he thanked audience members. 
 
Councilmember Ballin stated (in response to Police Sgt. Castellon’s comments) that when she 
first became a Councilmember, Mayor Pro Tem Esqueda invited her to meet with (then) Police 
Lt. Tony Ruelas at Police Sgt. Castellon’s home.  She had an open mind, saw this as an 
opportunity to understand the organization, and believed several Councilmembers who said that 
he (Ruelas) was what the Police Department wanted.  She later realized it was wrong, and she 
said it was the Mayor who made the motion to bring him (Ruelas) back. 
 
As far as Mayor Hernández’ comments about her personal life, Councilmember Ballin said she 
has nothing to hide and would be happy to share it with anyone outside (not at the dais) if they 
wanted to hear about it.  
 
Mayor Hernández said that that was Councilmember Ballin’s personal version of history.  He 
said that by the time Ruelas’ agreement had been negotiated (four Councilmembers had voted to 
bring him back), he only motioned to execute the agreement that the four (Councilmembers) had 
already initiated.   
 
Councilmember Ballin said to refer to the minutes of September 19, 2011 that were attached to 
today’s agenda.  
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STAFF COMMUNICATIONS 
 
None. 
 
 
RECESS TO CLOSED SESSION (12:12 P.M.) 
 
By consensus, Councilmembers recessed to the following Closed Session, thereafter to adjourn. 
 
A) PUBLIC EMPLOYEE PERFORMANCE EVALUATION 

G.C. 54957 
 
Title: City Administrator 
 
This item was not discussed. 
 
B) PUBLIC EMPLOYEE DISCIPLINE/DISMISSAL/RELEASE 

G.C. 54957 
 

(Two Positions) 
This item was not discussed. 
 
 
C) CONFERENCE WITH LEGAL COUNSEL – EXISTING LITIGATION 

G.C. 54956.9(a) 
 
Name of Case: Barajas v. City of San Fernando, et al 
Case No.: BC 459915   
 
The City Council, by a vote of 3-0 (Esqueda, Ballin were absent), re-approved a proposed 
settlement of this lawsuit. 
 
 

I do hereby certify that the foregoing is a true and 
correct copy of the minutes of February 6, 2012 meeting 
as approved by the San Fernando City Council. 
 
____________________________ 
Elena G. Chávez 
City Clerk 
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FINANCE DEPARTMENT 
 
 

MEMORANDUM 
 

 
 

TO:  Mayor Mario F Hernández and Councilmembers 
 
FROM: Al Hernández, City Administrator/Deputy Finance Director 
 
DATE: February 21, 2012   
 
SUBJECT: Warrant Register 
 
 
 
RECOMMENDATION: 
 
It is recommended that the City Council approve the attached Warrant Register. 
 
 
BACKGROUND: 
 
For each City Council meeting the Finance Department prepares a Warrant Register for Council 
approval.  The Register includes all recommended payments for the City and the Successor 
Agency to the San Fernando Redevelopment Agency.  The Agency warrants are also reflected on 
the Agency Consent Calendar to reimburse the City for expenses included on the City’s Register.  
Checks, other than handwritten checks, generally are not released until after the Council 
approves the Register.  The exceptions are for early releases to avoid penalties and interest, 
excessive delays and in all other circumstances favorable to the City to do so.  Handwritten 
checks are those payments required to be issued between Council meetings such as insurance 
premiums and tax deposits.  Staff reviews requests for expenditures for budgetary approval and 
then prepares a Warrant Register for Council approval and or ratification.  Items such as payroll 
withholding tax deposits do not require budget approval. 
 
The Deputy Finance Director hereby certifies that all requests for expenditures have been signed 
by the department head, or designee, receiving the merchandise or services thereby stating that 
the items or services have been received and that the resulting expenditure is appropriate.  The 
Deputy Finance Director hereby certifies that each warrant has been reviewed for completeness 
and that sufficient funds are available for payment of the warrant register. 
 
 
ATTACHMENT: 
 
A.  Warrant Register Resolution 
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RESOLUTION NO.  12-022 
 

 
RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
SAN FERNANDO ALLOWING AND APPROVING FOR 
PAYMENT DEMANDS PRESENTED ON DEMAND/ 
WARRANT REGISTER NO.  12-022 
 

 
THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF SAN FERNANDO DOES HEREBY 
RESOLVE, FIND, DETERMINE AND ORDER AS FOLLOWS: 
 

1.  That the demands (EXHIBIT “A”) as presented, having been duly audited, for 
completeness, are hereby allowed and approved for payment in the amounts as shown to 
designated payees and charged to the appropriate funds as indicated. 
 

2.  That the City Clerk shall certify to the adoption of this Resolution and deliver it to the 
City Treasurer. 
 
PASSED, APPROVED, AND ADOPTED this 21st day of February, 2012. 
 
  
                 

Mario F. Hernández, Mayor       
ATTEST: 
 
 
 
      
Elena G. Chávez, City Clerk 
 
 
STATE OF CALIFORNIA  ) 
COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES ) ss 
CITY OF SAN FERNANDO ) 
 

I HEREBY CERTIFY that the foregoing Resolution was approved and adopted at a 
regular meeting of the City Council held on the 21st day of February, 2012, by the following vote 
to wit: 

 
AYES: 
 
NOES: 
 
ABSENT: 
 
 

      
Elena G. Chávez, City Clerk 

ATTACHMENT “A” 
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FINANCE DEPARTMENT 
 
 

MEMORANDUM 
 

 
 
TO:  Mayor Mario F. Hernandez and Councilmembers 
 
FROM: Al Hernandez, City Administrator   
  By:  Joseph Lillio, Senior Accountant 
 
DATE: February 21, 2012 
 
SUBJECT: Approval of Used Car Dealership Permit: iDriveX Auto LLC (610 Ilex St) 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
RECOMMENDATION: 
 
It is recommended that the City Council approve iDriveX Auto LLC for a Business License 
Permit to conduct business as a used car dealership at 610 Ilex St. 
 
 
BACKGROUND: 
 
1. On February 3, 2012, the owner of iDriveX Auto LLC applied for a Commercial Occupancy 

Permit to operate a used car dealership. The permit was approved by the Community 
Development Department on February 9, 2012. 

 
2. On February 6, 2012, iDriveX Auto LLC applied for and submitted a Business License 

Permit to conduct a used car dealership at 610 Ilex St. 
 
3. On February 7, 2012, the owner of iDriveX Auto LLC was fingerprinted at the Police 

Department. 
 
4. On February 9, 2012, iDriveX Auto LLC applied for and submitted an application for a 

Business License to operate a used car dealership at 610 Ilex St. 
 
5. On February 9, 2012, the Finance Department received the fingerprint report from the   

Department of Justice. The report and the application were submitted to the Police 
Department for approval. 
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ANALYSIS: 
 
1. The San Fernando Municipal Code, Chapter 22 Article III, Business License Permits, 

requires the owners of certain types of businesses in the City, including used car dealerships, 
to obtain a Business License Permit in addition to their regular Business License that must be 
approved by the City Council. 

 
2. The business must file an application in writing with the City Council specifying by street 

and number the place where the business is proposed. Once approved, the permit is valid for 
the remaining portion of the calendar year or by such shorter period of time as may be 
prescribed by any resolution of the City Council. 

 
3. Prior to submission of applications to the City Council, the application for iDriveX Auto 

LLC was reviewed and approved by the Police Department. 
 
4. If the application is approved, it will automatically expire on December 31, 2012. The 

applicant will be required to submit a renewal application as part of the upcoming 2013 
Business License Permit renewal process. 

 
 
CONCLUSION: 
 
Staff concludes that iDriveX Auto LLC meets all the requirements for the Business License 
Permit which will allow it to operate a used car dealership in the City. 
 
 
BUDGET IMPACT: 
 
None. 
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COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT 
 
 

MEMORANDUM 
 
TO:  Mayor Mario F. Hernández and Councilmembers 
 
FROM: Fred Ramirez, City Planner 

By: Rina Lara, Assistant Planner 
   
DATE: February 21, 2012 
 
SUBJECT: Resolutions Authorizing Acquisition of Supplemental Community Development 

Block Grant (CDBG) Funds from the Cities of Avalon and El Segundo 
 
 
 
RECOMMENDATION: 
 
It is recommended that the City Council:  
 
a. Adopt a Resolution (Attachment “A”) to authorize the appropriation of $79,279.75 from the 

General Fund to acquire an additional $112,375 in unexpended Community Development 
Block Grant (CDBG) funds at a discounted rate from the City of Avalon ($50,650) and the 
City of El Segundo ($61,725); and, 

 
b. Adopt Resolutions (Attachment “B” and “C”) authorizing the City Administrator to execute 

agreements for the City of San Fernando to acquire supplemental CDBG funding allocations 
from the City of Avalon  and the City of El Segundo, respectively at discount rates, using 
resources from the General Fund. 

 
 
BACKGROUND: 
  
1. The City of San Fernando is among those cities in Los Angeles County that receives an 

annual allotment of federal CDBG funds through the Los Angeles County Community 
Development Commission (LACDC).   

 
2. Staff is seeking to supplement the City’s receipt of CDBG funds for Fiscal Year (FY) 2012-

13 through a program conducted by the LACDC that allows CDBG funds to be exchanged 
from cities that may have no immediately eligible use for these restricted-use funds to cities 
that do. This program enables a city that can use more than its standard allotment of CDBG 
funds to “purchase” them with unlimited-use General Funds at a discount.  CDBG funds 
typically sell at a discount because of the regulatory burden assumed by the purchaser 
compared to General Funds that have no restrictions on their use.  CDBG funds, per federal 
requirements, may only be used for the benefit of lower income residents of a community.  
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Moreover, cities that do not utilize all of their allocation of CDBG funds within the 
permissible time frame will lose any such allotment entirely. 

 
3. In April 2004, the City Council approved an agreement with the Community Development 

Commission to participate in the Section 108 Loan program for $3 million. The loan 
provided the necessary funds to complete the construction of the San Fernando Regional 
Pool.  Per the Section 108 Loan agreement, the loan would be repaid with a dedicated set-
aside from the City’s upcoming annual CDBG allocations for the next 12 years (or 2016).  

 
4. Due to significant reductions to the Federal Budget, the City’s anticipated allocation from 

LACDC for the upcoming fiscal year (FY 2012-13) is expected to be less than the funds 
necessary to make the required Section 108 Loan repayment.  

 
 

ANALYSIS:  
 
Anticipated Shortfall.  Since 2004, the City’s yearly allocation of CDBG funds has been 
sufficient to meet the required Section 108 Loan payment. However, due to significant cuts to 
the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development’s Community Development Block 
Grant program, the City’s anticipated allocation for FY 2012-13 is expected to be $249,174, 
compared to the previous year’s allocation of $383,040.  
 
Moreover, the required Section 108 Loan payment for FY 2012-13 is expected to be $347,315, 
versus the expected CDBG allocation of $249,174, which results in a payment shortfall of 
$98,141.  In order to reduce the impact to the General Fund, staff recommends approval of 
proposed exchange of funds at discounted rates with the City of Avalon and the City of El 
Segundo.  
 
CDBG Funds Exchange “Market.” The proposed exchange of CDBG funds would be 
advantageous to the City because the exchange of funds would allow the City to meet its Section 
108 Loan annual repayment obligation. It is advantageous to the City of Avalon and the City of 
El Segundo because they would receive unrestricted General Fund money (albeit at a negotiated 
discount) that they can use without being subject to federal use limitations, instead of losing the 
full amount of its CDBG funding because they have no eligible uses. 
 
It should be noted that there is a competitive market for such exchanges among cities in Los 
Angeles County that receive CDBG funds through the LACDC. The proposed exchange rate of 
$.70 of unrestricted funds for one dollar of CDBG funds as negotiated with the City of Avalon 
and $.71 of unrestricted funds for one dollar of CDBG funds as negotiated with the City of El 
Segundo is a competitive “market” rate.   
 
In order to proceed, it is also necessary for the City Councils of both cities to adopt resolutions 
for the proposed exchanges.  The attached draft Resolutions for the City authorizes staff to 
execute a formal agreement with the City of Avalon and the City of El Segundo at the agreed 
upon rates of exchange, and to officially convey this intent to the LACDC. 
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City’s Source of Funds. It is important to note that the funds, $79,279.75, for the City’s 
purchase of such supplemental CDBG must be from unrestricted General Funds. In order to 
complete this purchase, staff is recommending a Budget Resolution that includes an increase in 
expenditures of $79,279.75 in General Fund for purchase of the CDBG funds from: a) the City of 
Avalon negotiated at $.70 of unrestricted funds for one dollar of CDBG Funds ($50,650); and, b) 
the City of El Segundo negotiated at $.71 of unrestricted funds for one dollar of CDBG Funds 
($61,725). 
  
Positive Budget Impact. The proposed Resolutions appropriating General Fund monies to 
purchase supplemental CDBG funds from the cities of Avalon and El Segundo and authorizing 
the City Admistrator to execute funds exchange agreements with the cities of Avalon and El 
Segundo, respectively, would authorize the use of $79,279.75 from the General Fund to purchase 
a combined $112,375 of CDBG funds to be allocated for the FY 2012-13 annual repayment of 
the Section 108 Loan. The exchange of CDBG funds from these cities for unrestricted General 
Funds would result in a budget savings of $18,861.25. Any surplus of CDBG funds shall be 
“carried over” to be used for future Section 108 Loan payments or for the implementation of 
CDBG programs within eligible low and moderate income areas of the community.   
 
 
CONCLUSION: 
 
Adoption of the attached Resolutions will authorize the purchase and use of supplemental CDBG 
funds to meet the City’s required Section 108 Loan payment for FY 2012-13. 
 
 
BUDGET IMPACT: 
 
The attached Budget Resolution will appropriate $79,279.75 from the General Fund (i.e. 
purchase $112,375 in CDBG Funds for $79,279.75 of unrestricted General Fund monies). 
 
 
ATTACHMENTS: 
 
A. Resolution  Amending the City of  San Fernando Budget for Fiscal Year 2011-2012 
B. Resolution Authorizing Acquisition of Supplemental CDBG Funds from the City of Avalon 
C. Resolution Authorizing Acquisition of Supplemental CDBG Funds from the City of El 

Segundo 
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RESOLUTION NO.__________ 
 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
SAN FERNANDO AMENDING THE BUDGET FOR THE FISCAL 
YEAR 2011-2012 ADOPTED ON JULY 18, 2011 

 
 WHEREAS, the City Council has received and considered the proposed adjustment to 
the budget for Fiscal Year 2011-2012, commencing July 1, 2011, and ending June 30, 2012; and 
 

WHEREAS, the City Council has determined that it is necessary to increase the 
expenditures of the current City budget; and 
 

WHEREAS, an annual budget for the City of San Fernando for the Fiscal Year 
beginning July 1, 2011 and ending June 30, 2012, a copy of which is on file in the City Clerk’s 
Office, has been adopted on July 18, 2011; 
 

NOW, THEREFORE, THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF SAN 
FERNANDO DOES HEREBY RESOLVE, FIND, DETERMINE AND ORDER AS 
FOLLOWS: 
 
Section 1:  The following adjustment in expenditures is made in the named City fund:  
 
1. Appropriate $79,279.75 from General Fund for the purchase of CDBG Funds from; a) 
the City of Avalon negotiated at $.70 of unrestricted funds for one dollar of CDBG Funds 
($50,650); and b) the City of El Segundo negotiated at $.71 of unrestricted funds for one dollar 
of CDBG Funds ($61,725).   
 

PASSED, APPROVED, AND ADOPTED this 21st day of February, 2012. 
 
 
 
                                     _____________________________ 

                                                   Mario F. Hernández, Mayor 
 
ATTEST: 
 
 
 
_________________________ 
Elena G. Chávez, City Clerk 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ATTACHMENT “A” 
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STATE OF CALIFORNIA  ) 
COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES ) SS 
CITY OF SAN FERNANDO ) 
 
 
 

I HEREBY CERTIFY that the foregoing Resolution was approved and adopted at a 
regular meeting of the City Council held on the 21st day of February, 2012, by the following vote 
to wit: 
 
 

AYES: 
 

NOES: 
 

ABSENT:  
 
 
 
_________________________ 
Elena G. Chávez, City Clerk 
 
 
 
 

2 
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RESOLUTION NO.________ 
 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
SAN FERNANDO, CALIFORNIA, APPROVING AN 
AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE CITY OF SAN FERNANDO AND 
THE CITY OF AVALON, CALIFORNIA, REGARDING AN 
EXCHANGE OF GENERAL FUNDS FOR FISCAL YEAR 2012-
2013 COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT BLOCK GRANT (CDBG) 
FUNDS. 

 
 
 WHEREAS, on July 1, 2009, the San Fernando City Council authorized staff to execute 
a three-year Cooperation Agreement with the County of Los Angeles concerning an annual 
allotment of federal CDBG Funds to the City of San Fernando in Fiscal Years 2009-10, 2010-11 
and 2011-12; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the use of CDBG Funds is strictly limited by law; and 
 

WHEREAS, the City of San Fernando desires to augment its CDBG Fund resources by 
exchanging approximately $35,455 of General Fund monies, at a rate of seventy cents ($0.70) of 
General Fund monies per one dollar ($1.00) of CDBG Funds, for $50,650 of the City of 
Avalon’s unallocated allotment of CDBG Funds.  

 
 NOW, THEREFORE, THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF SAN 
FERNANDO DOES HEREBY RESOLVE, FIND, DETERMINE AND ORDER AS 
FOLLOWS: 
 
 SECTION 1.  The above described exchange whereby the City of San Fernando will 
exchange General Fund Monies for CDBG Funds with the City of Avalon at a rate of no more 
than $0.70 on the dollar is hereby approved. 
 

SECTION 2. In accordance with this Resolution, the City of San Fernando will 
exchange approximately $35,455 of its General Fund Monies for approximately $50,650 of 
Avalon City CDBG Funds. 

SECTION 3. The City Administrator is authorized and directed to execute any and all 
documents necessary to complete the acquisition of FY 2012-13 CDBG Funds from the City of 
Avalon on behalf of the City of San Fernando pursuant to the terms described above. 
 

SECTION 4. This resolution shall take effect immediately.  
 

SECTION 5. The City Clerk shall certify to the adoption of this resolution. 
 

PASSED, APPROVED and ADOPTED this 21st day of February, 2012. 
 
 
     _____________________________ 

                                                   Mario F. Hernández, Mayor 

ATTACHMENT “B” 
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ATTEST: 
 
 
_________________________ 
Elena G. Chávez, City Clerk 
 
 
STATE OF CALIFORNIA  ) 
COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES ) SS 
CITY OF SAN FERNANDO ) 
 
 

I HEREBY CERTIFY that the foregoing Resolution was approved and adopted at a 
regular meeting of the City Council held on the 21st day of February, 2012, by the following vote 
to wit: 
 
 

AYES: 
 

NOES: 
 

ABSENT:  
 
 
 
_________________________ 
Elena G. Chávez, City Clerk 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2 
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RESOLUTION NO. _______ 
 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
SAN FERNANDO, CALIFORNIA, APPROVING AN 
AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE CITY OF SAN FERNANDO AND 
THE CITY OF El SEGUNDO, CALIFORNIA, REGARDING AN 
EXCHANGE OF GENERAL FUNDS FOR FISCAL YEAR 2012-
2013 COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT BLOCK GRANT (CDBG) 
FUNDS. 

 
  
 WHEREAS, on July 1, 2009, the San Fernando City Council authorized staff to execute 
a three-year Cooperation Agreement with the County of Los Angeles concerning an annual 
allotment of federal CDBG Funds to the City of San Fernando in Fiscal Years 2009-10, 2010-11 
and 2011-12; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the use of CDBG Funds is strictly limited by law; and 
 

WHEREAS, the City of San Fernando desires to augment its CDBG Fund resources by 
exchanging approximately $43,824.75 of General Fund monies, at a rate of seventy-one cents 
($0.71) of General Fund monies per one dollar ($1.00) of CDBG Funds, for $61,725 of the City 
of El Segundo’s unallocated allotment of CDBG Funds.  

 
 NOW THEREFORE, THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF SAN FERNANDO 
DOES HEREBY RESOLVE, FIND, DETERMINE AND ORDER AS FOLLOWS: 
 

SECTION 1.  The above described exchange whereby the City of San Fernando will 
exchange General Fund Monies for CDBG Funds with the City of El Segundo at a rate of no 
more than $0.71 on the dollar is hereby approved. 
 

SECTION 2. In accordance with this Resolution, the City of San Fernando will 
exchange approximately $48,824.75 of its General Fund Monies for approximately $61,725 of 
the City of El Segundo CDBG Funds.  

SECTION 3. The City Administrator is authorized and directed to execute any and all 
documents necessary to complete the acquisition of FY 2012-13 CDBG Funds from the City of 
El Segundo on behalf of the City of San Fernando pursuant to the terms described above. 
 

SECTION 4. This resolution shall take effect immediately.  
 

SECTION 5. The City Clerk shall certify to the adoption of this resolution. 
 

PASSED, APPROVED and ADOPTED this 21st day of February, 2012. 
 
 
     _____________________________ 

                                                   Mario F. Hernández, Mayor 

ATTACHMENT “C” 
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ATTEST: 
 
 
_________________________ 
Elena G. Chávez, City Clerk 
 
 
STATE OF CALIFORNIA  ) 
COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES ) SS 
CITY OF SAN FERNANDO ) 
 
 

I HEREBY CERTIFY that the foregoing Resolution was approved and adopted at a 
regular meeting of the City Council held on the 21st day of February, 2012, by the following vote 
to wit: 
 
 

AYES: 
 

NOES: 
 

ABSENT:  
 
 
 
_______________________ 
Elena Chávez, City Clerk 
 

2 
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PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT 

 
MEMORANDUM 

 
 
TO:  Mayor Mario F. Hernández and Councilmembers 
 
FROM: Al Hernández, City Administrator 
  By: Ron Ruiz, Public Works Director 
 
DATE: February 21, 2012 
 
SUBJECT: Solid Waste Consulting Services 
 
 
RECOMMENDATION: 
 
It is recommended that the City Council: 
 
a. Direct staff to prepare a Request For Proposals (RFP) for  consulting services to assist staff in 

the procurement of solid waste and recyclables collection services;  
 
b. Direct staff to work with the City Attorney to develop an agreement to extend the current 

contract with Crown Disposal to provide solid waste and recyclables collection services for a 
period not greater than four months beyond the current agreement termination date of 
October 30, 2012; and 

 
c. Authorize the City Administrator to execute the agreement.  

 
 

BACKGROUND: 
 
1. On August 19, 2002, an Agreement with Crown Disposal was executed to provide Solid 

Waste and Recyclable Collection, Processing and Disposal services. 
 
2. On April 12, 2007, per Section 2.5 of the Agreement, Crown Disposal exercised its right to 

extend the term of the Agreement with the City for an additional three years, ending on 
October 30, 2012. 

 
3. On April 28, 2011, at a Budget, Personnel, and Finance (BPF) Standing Committee meeting, 

it was recommended that the procurement process not include a review of the current 
contractor providing refuse services.  

 
4. On December 21, 2011, at a Natural Resources, Infrastructure, Water, Energy and Waste 

(NRIW) Standing Committee meeting, it was recommended that a review of the current 
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refuse service provider be included in the Scope of Services for the RFP for Refuse 
Procurement Consulting Services.  

 
 
ANALYSIS: 
 
Request for Proposals for Refuse Procurement Services Assistance. 
 
The procurement process for solid waste and recyclables collection services is a typically a 12 
month process consisting of time needed for the preparation of an RFP, the analysis of the 
proposals and negotiations with the final candidates before final approval by the City Council. In 
order to help facilitate an objective procurement process and include an analysis of the current 
services being provided by the City’s authorized hauler, and have comparable data on costs for 
solid waste and recyclables collection services, a consultant would be retained to assist staff with 
the procurement process.  
 
An experienced consultant will bring needed insight regarding trends in the solid waste industry 
and provide data on competitive contract pricing. Also, due to other large ongoing Public Works 
projects such as the Nitrate Removal System Project, Utility Rate Increases, the Trolley and Bus 
Shelter Project, the State Grant funded Lighting Project, the renewal of the National Pollutant 
Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) Permit, upcoming capital projects beginning Spring 
2012, and reduced department staffing, consulting assistance is needed to better ensure that the 
process is completed within schedule. 
   
In determining the scope of work for the consultant, staff seeks confirmation by the City Council 
regarding procurement strategies. Recommended strategies include an analysis of the current 
refuse provider to determine if renegotiations should be considered. Staff is recommending that 
the scope of work use Strategy B as described below as the most through approach towards 
securing an optimal contract for the City. 
 
Strategy A-Request for Proposals Only 
 
City begins procurement process with no analysis of the current contract with the current 
contractor.  The Consultant will assist staff with the procurement process and analysis of 
proposals received.  The process can completed within 12 months. 
 
Strategy B-Consider Renegotiation with Existing Contractor and Move to a Competitive Process 
If an Agreement Cannot Be Established by a Specified Date 
 
City procurement process includes an analysis of current solid waste and recyclables collection 
services to determine if current service levels are favorable. If the consultant recommends that a 
renegotiation of the contract will be beneficial for the City, the City Council can direct staff to 
work with the current contractor to develop an agreement to present to the Council. This process 
could be completed within six months. 
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Based on this strategy, the RFP for consulting services will include a cost proposal to conduct an 
analysis of the current refuse contractor and depending on the outcome of the analysis; either 1) 
assist with negotiations with the current solid waste contractor or 2) assist with the procurement 
for a new solid waste contractor.  
 
Standing Committee Recommendations 
 
The BPF and NRIW Standing Committees have both discussed this matter with slightly different 
approaches towards the procurement process.  The BPF Standing Committee has recommended 
that staff develop an RFP for a competitive process which will allow the current hauler and 
others to submit proposals to provide solid waste collection services and no analysis of the 
services being provided by the current contractor.  Choosing a different approach, the NRIW 
Standing Committee has recommended that the RFP for consulting services include pricing for 
analysis of the services currently being provided by the current refuse contractor.  
 
Extension of Current Contract with Refuse Contractor 
 
As described above, the procurement process for refuse services typically takes 12 months to 
complete. Based on the termination date with the current contractor, there is approximately nine 
months remaining for the completion of the procurement process for refuse services. Staff 
believes that the procurement process cannot be completed in nine months; this is especially true 
if the process includes an RFP. Given that 12 months are no longer available staff is 
recommending that the current contractor be allowed to provide services for an additional four 
months through February 2013. 

 
Terms for Extension of Services 

 
An agreement or amendment will be prepared by the City Attorney and staff. Deal points for the 
extension of services will include the following: 
 

• Extension of agreement shall not exceed four months beyond the current termination 
date.   

 
• There will be no budget impact to the City, since the contractor shall agree to adhere to 

the current fee schedule. The current contractor has already provided verbal confirmation 
that there will be no need to revise the contract fee schedule. 

 
• All other terms of the extension for services shall be in conformance with the current 

agreement. 
 
Timeline 
 
If the City Council approves the recommendations provided in this report, the following 
estimated timeline would be implemented.  
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DATE PROCURE CONSULTANT 
February 2012 Publish RFP for Consulting Services 
March 2012 RFPs due 
April 2012 Award of contract for consulting services and confirm procurement 

strategy 
 
 

TIMELINE FOR PROCUREMENT STRATEGY A 
DATE RENEW CURRENT CONTRACT 
May 2012 Consultant reviews existing documents, identify key city issues and needs, rate 

the current provider, meet with contractor  
July 2012 Consultant presents an analysis of the pros and cons of a competitive process 

vs. negotiations with the existing contractor. 
Aug-Oct 
2012 

Negotiations with current contractor 

Nov 2012 City Council consideration  of renegotiated contract 
 
 

TIMELINE FOR PROCUREMENT STRATEGY B 
DATE SELECT NEW CONTRACTOR 
May 2102 Consultant reviews existing documents, identify key city issues and 

needs, rate the current provider, meet with contractor 
June 2012 Develop Scope of Work and prepare Draft RFP. Publish RFP 
July 2012 Publish RFP 
Aug 2012 Proposals Due 
Sept-Oct 2012 Proposal Review 
Nov 2012 City Council consideration  of contract 
Dec-Jan 2012/13 Contractor Transition 

 
 
CONCLUSION: 
 
If the City Council approves the staff recommendations there will be sufficient time to plan for 
and procure for refuse services by the end of February 2012. The extension of services by the 
current contractor will give staff more time to work on this project and still attend to other Public 
Works projects.   
 
The use of consulting services will better ensure that the City has information regarding current 
pricing and the latest trends in the refuse industry for use during the procurement process.  Staff 
will prepare an RFP for these services which allows for flexibility to later award a contract for 
consulting services based on a final procurement strategy as determined by the City Council. 
 
 
BUDGET IMPACT: 
 
None. 
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RECREATION AND COMMUNITY SERVICES DEPARTMENT 
 

 
MEMORANDUM 

 
 
TO:  Mayor Mario F. Hernández and Councilmembers 
 
FROM: Al Hernández, City Administrator 
  By: Ismael Aguila, Recreation and Community Services Operations Manager 
 
DATE: February 21, 2012 
 
SUBJECT: Las Palmas Park Outdoor Fitness Area 
 
 
RECOMMENDATION: 
 
It is recommended that the City Council: 
 
a. Authorize the City Administrator to execute the Right of Entry Permit, License and 

Agreement between the City and Trust of Public Land (TPL) for purchase of exercise 
equipment (Attachment “A”); and 
 

b. Adopt a Resolution (Attachment “B”) approving an allocation of Quimby Funds for 
construction of the Las Palmas Park Outdoor Fitness Area in an amount not to exceed 
$6,838. 

 
 
BACKGROUND: 
 
1. On April 22, 2011, Recreation and Community Services (RCS) staff met with representatives 

from the TPL to discuss opportunities to fund Fitness Zones (nine piece outdoor gym) for 
parks located within the City. 
 

2. On June 12, 2011, TPL offered the City 50% funding for two outdoor Fitness Zones for Las 
Palmas and Pioneer Parks. 

 
3. On June 22, 2011, the RCS Department accepted a proposal from TPL for one Fitness Zone 

at Las Palmas Park pending the City securing a 50% match. 
 

4. In October 2011, the Public Works (PW) Director notified the RCS Operations Manager of 
previously secured funding from a California Block Grant that could be used for the 
acquisition, development, or rehabilitation of parks for the amount of $44,162. The grant 
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required the City to match 3/7th of the total project, thus the total amount of the project had to 
total a minimum of $63,089.  

 
5. In November 2011, RCS staff met with PW staff to discuss additional projects that could be 

used with the grant funds. 
 

6. On November 22, 2011, TPL met with Senior Citizen Members of Las Palmas Park to assess 
their exercise equipment needs.  

 
7. In December 2011, RCS and PW staff agreed to create an outdoor fitness area at Las Palmas 

Park that would benefit children, adults, and senior citizens of the City. 
 

8. On January 24, 2012, the RCS Department submitted a project application to the Roberti-
Z’berg-Harris Urban Space and Recreation Grant Program (RHZ) for permission to move 
forward on the upgrades to the Las Palmas Park Outdoor Fitness Area. 

 
9. On February 10, 2012, RCS staff received notice from the RHZ that the Las Palmas Park 

Outdoor Fitness Area had been approved. 
 
 
ANALYSIS: 
 
The Trust for Public Land 
TPL is a national nonprofit organization that conserves land for people to enjoy as parks, 
gardens, historic sites, rural lands, and other natural places. Over the years, their work has 
expanded to include projects from the inner city to the wilderness, and their broad experience has 
made them a national leader and innovator in city park creation, state and local conservation 
funding, and the use of GIS for conservation planning. TPL helps communities plan for growth, 
raise funds, acquire land, and renovate parks and playgrounds, and conducts conservation 
research. TPL accomplishes its mission by working in partnership with government agencies, 
local land trusts, and other nonprofits. Since 1972, TPL has completed more than 4,250 park and 
conservation projects in communities nationwide, including the Virgin Islands and Puerto Rico. 
 
Fitness Zones 
Fitness Zones are easy-to-use outdoor gyms designed to promote general health and introduce a 
new set of healthy activities to the park experience while creating a supportive, accessible, and 
social environment for getting fit. Installed in existing parks, the equipment is designed to be 
durable, vandal resistant, and appropriate for teenagers and adults of all fitness levels. TPL's 
Fitness Zones Program reflects their commitment to parks and open space in urban Los Angeles. 
 
Parks and Health: Fighting the Obesity Epidemic  
Extensive research shows that access to parks is essential for sustaining both healthy people and 
healthy communities. Combating the nation's growing obesity problem, however, requires more 
than greater access alone. Studies consistently show that easy access to equipment and facilities 
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increases frequency and intensity of exercise, and people are more likely to exercise when in 
groups or social environments.  
 
Las Palmas Park Outdoor Fitness Area 
The outdoor fitness area at Las Palmas Park is designed to provide children and parents access to 
exercise within close proximity of each other. The proposed project will consist of the 
installation of playground flooring, playground drainage, and outdoor fitness equipment. The 
proposed outdoor fitness area and associated improvements will occupy an approximately 2,400 
square-foot area on the northeast side of the Senior Center building. 
 
Upgrade Items and Costs 

Item Costs (Includes material and labor) 
 
Outdoor Exercise Equipment (9 piece set) 

 
$53,000 

• 4-person leg press 
• Single elliptical cross trainer 
• 2-person lateral pull-down 
• 2-person sit-up incline benches 
• 2-person vertical press 
• Single cross-country ski 
• 4-person pendulum, abs and dip station 
• 2-person chest press 
• Level horizontal bars 
• Decomposed granite flooring and 

edging 
• Installation 

 
Playground Flooring 

• Installation of ½’’ resilient color wear 
layer 

• Installation of 1” interior cushioning 
layer 

• Removal of 12” perimeter edging 
 
Drainage for Playground Flooring 

• Installation of Channel Drains 75 linear 
feet 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

$21,000 
 
 
 
 
 
 

$5,000 

 
TOTAL 

 
$79,000 
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Source of Funds 

Fund Amount % of Total 
Trust of Public Land $28,000 35% 
California Block Grant $44,162 56% 
Quimby Funds (City) $6,838 9% 
TOTAL $79,000 100% 
 
 
CONCLUSION: 
 
It is recommended that the City Council approve the Right of Entry Permit, License and 
Agreement between the City and TPL for purchase of exercise equipment. Staff is also 
recommending that the Las Palmas Park Outdoor Fitness Area be funded with Quimby Funds not 
to exceed $6,838. 
 
 
BUDGET IMPACT: 
 
The Resolution provided with this report is to amend the City budget to include an allocation 
from Fund 19 (Quimby Act Funds), and amend Fund 10 (Grant Fund) for an increase in revenue 
and expenditures for this project.   
 
There will be no budget impact to the General Fund for the Fiscal Year 2011-12. 
 
 
ATTACHMENTS: 
 
A. Right of Entry Permit, License and Agreement 
B. Resolution  
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 RIGHT OF ENTRY PERMIT, LICENSE AND  
AGREEMENT FOR PURCHASE OF EXERCISE EQUIPMENT 

Las Palmas Park 
 

(TRUST FOR PUBLIC LAND – FITNESS ZONES) 
 
 
Licensee: 
The Trust for Public Land 
Tori Kjer, Program Manager 
The Los Angeles River Center 
570 West Avenue 26, Suite 300 
Los Angeles, CA  90065 
Office 323-223-0441 Ext. 11  
Fax     323-223-2978 
 

City: 
The City of San Fernando 
Ismael Aguila, Recreation & Community 
Services Operations Manager 
208 Park Avenue 
San Fernando, CA 91340 
Office 818-898-7381

 
RECITALS 

 
This Right of Entry Permit, License and Agreement for Purchase of Exercise Equipment 
("Agreement" or “Entry Permit”) is made and entered into between The Trust for Public 
Land ("TPL" or “Licensee”) and the City of San Fernando (“City”) as of February 21, 
2012, with respect to the following facts: 
 
A. The City operates and maintains real property consisting of one (1) City park 
more commonly known as Las Palmas Park (“Park”.)   

 
B. TPL is a national non-profit land conservation organization that has as one 

of its initiatives the “Parks for People” program to assist local communities to build new 
parks in their neighborhoods; one part of the Parks for People program is providing 
exercise equipment (“Equipment”) to create “Fitness Zones” in local parks for the use of 
area residents. 

 
C. This Agreement contains the terms under which TPL and City have 

agreed to have TPL procure Fitness Zone equipment for the Park, including (i) a Right 
of Entry Permit and License for TPL, TPL’s contractor and their agents and employees 
to enter the Park, if necessary, to deliver the equipment; (ii) TPL’s purchase of the 
Equipment; and (iii) assignment by TPL of the Equipment warranties to City and City’s 
assumption of ownership and responsibility for the Equipment.   

 
 

D.  The Equipment that TPL shall procure is identified in Exhibit “A” 
(Greenfield Sport Parks Equipment List); Equipment specifications are contained in 
Exhibit “B” (Greenfield Sport Parks Equipment Specifications); and the form for TPL’s 
assignment of the Equipment warranties and City’s assumption of ownership and 
responsibility for the Equipment is contained in Exhibit "C" (“Form of Assignment of 
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Equipment Warranty”), all of said Exhibits being attached to this Agreement and 
incorporated herein.  

 
E. TPL shall be reimbursed by City for its expenses in purchasing the 

Equipment.  
 

NOW, THEREFORE, for good and valuable consideration, the parties mutually agree as 
follows: 
 
1. GRANT OF LICENSE:  Licensee, its employees, contractors and agents, after 

execution of this Agreement by the City’s City Administrator is hereby granted a 
license and permit to access the Park depicted as needed for the purpose of 
delivering the Equipment to City in accordance with the terms of this Agreement. 

 
2. TERM:  This Agreement shall become effective upon full execution and delivery 

hereof by the parties (“Effective Date”).  This Agreement shall expire on the date 
upon which the City takes possession of the Equipment and TPL assigns all 
warranties for the Equipment to the City, as described in Section 4 below.  In no 
event, however, shall the term of this Agreement extend beyond one (1) year, 
unless mutually agreed upon in writing by the parties.  Any notice hereunder to 
Licensee may be given by delivering the same to Licensee’s Program Manager 
personally or by mailing the same addressed to Licensee at the address herein 
given for notices.   

 
3. PAYMENTS.  TPL shall contract for and be fully responsible for all payments to 

its contractors for the cost of acquisition and delivery of the Equipment to the 
location where City wishes to take possession of the Equipment, as specified by 
City.  Upon mutual execution by the parties of the Assignment of Equipment 
Warranty described in Section 4, TPL shall seek reimbursement from City based 
upon presentation of acceptable evidence of its expenses. 

 
4. INDEMNIFICATION.  During the term of this Agreement until issuance by the 

City of the Acceptance Letter pursuant to Section 5 of this Agreement, TPL shall 
indemnify, defend and hold harmless the City, its elected and appointed officers, 
employees and agents (collectively, City Indemnified Parties] from and against 
any and all liability, including but not limited to demands, claims, actions, fees, 
costs and expenses (including attorneys’ and expert witness’ fees) arising from 
or connected with TPL’s acts or omissions arising from or related to this 
Agreement, except and to the extent that such liability or claim arises from the 
sole negligence or willful misconduct of City, as determined by final arbitration or 
court decision or by the agreement of the parties, in which instance, the City shall 
defend, indemnify and save harmless TPL, its officers, agents and employees to 
the extent of such sole negligence or willful misconduct. The terms of this 
paragraph shall survive the termination or expiration of this Agreement. 
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5. ACCEPTANCE BY CITY AND ASSIGNMENT OF EQUIPMENT WARRANTY.  
Upon delivery of the Equipment to City, and City’s acceptance thereof, TPL shall 
assign any and all warranties it receives from the manufacturer of the Equipment 
to City.  In addition to any certificates of warranties provided by the Equipment 
manufacturer to TPL, TPL shall provide City with copies of invoices from its 
acquisition of the Equipment in order for City to make claims under the terms of 
the warranties.  HERE, WORK IN THE CONCEPT OF AN ACCEPTANCE 
LETTER.  SEE SECTION 8 OF THE PRIOR DRAFT TPL AGREEMENT, WHICH 
WAS ALSO ATTACHED TO YOUR EMAIL. 

   
6. NOTICES:  Notices desired or required by this Agreement or by any law now or 

hereinafter in effect are deemed given when sent by U.S. Postal Service Certified 
Mail or by a reliable over-night courier with postage or charges prepaid as 
follows: 

 
To TPL: Ms. Tori Kjer, Program Manager  

The Trust for Public Land 
Los Angeles River Center 
570 West Avenue 26, Suite 300 
Los Angeles, CA  90065 

 
or such other place in California as may hereinafter be designated in writing by TPL.   

 
To City: Al Hernandez, City Administrator 

  City of San Fernando 
  117 Macneil Street 
  San Fernando, CA 91340 

 
or such other place in California as may hereinafter be designated in writing by City.   
 
7. INDEPENDENT STATUS:  This Agreement is by and between City and TPL. It is 

not intended and shall not be construed to create the relationship of agent, 
servant, employee, partnership, joint venture or association as between City and 
TPL.  

 
8. EMPLOYEES:  All references to “TPL” herein are deemed to include the 

employees, agents, prime contractor and subcontractors of any tier, and anyone 
else required under written contract with the TPL to access the Park. 

 
9. LIMITATIONS:  It is expressly understood that in permitting the right to use the 

Park, City is conveying no estate or interest in real property to Licensee, and that 
the right to use is only a nonexclusive, revocable and unassignable permission 
for Licensee to use the Park to deliver the Equipment, if so directed by City, in 
accordance with the terms and conditions of this Agreement.  Should Licensee 
attempt to assign or transfer its rights under this Entry Permit in whole or part all 
rights hereunder shall immediately terminate. 
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10. AMENDMENTS:  No amendment of this Agreement will be binding unless in 

writing and signed by the parties.  
 
11. MAINTENANCE.  Following delivery and acceptance of the Equipment, City will 

be responsible for the maintenance, removal or replacement of the Fitness Zone 
and the Equipment, and neither TPL nor its agents or contractors shall have any 
responsibility therefore, except as may be otherwise provided by any warranties 
provided by TPL’s contractors applicable to the Equipment pursuant to Section 4, 
above. 

  
19. ASSIGNMENT:  This Agreement is personal to TPL, and in the event TPL shall 

attempt to assign or transfer the same in whole or part all rights hereunder shall 
immediately terminate. 

 
20. ENTIRE AGREEMENT. This Agreement (including the Exhibits hereto, which 

are incorporated herein by reference) contains the entire understanding between 
the parties as of the date of this Agreement, and all prior written or oral 
negotiations, discussions, understandings and agreements are merged herein. 

 
21. AUTHORIZED SIGNATURES.  The parties will have this Agreement executed 

by representatives authorized to execute, amend, and enforce this Agreement.  
 

 
TPL: 
 
THE TRUST FOR PUBLIC LAND 
 
 
By:      ________________ 
     _____________, Counsel 
 
 
Who hereby personally covenants, guarantees and warrants that he/she has the power 
and authority to obligate TPL to the terms and conditions in this Agreement.   
 
This Agreement has been executed on behalf of the City of San Fernando by the City 
Council of the City of San Fernando on the 21st day of February, 2012.  Upon approval, 
a fully executed Agreement bearing original signatures will be mailed to TPL. 
 
CITY:       
        
 
By:                                                       ___                                                         
 Title:  City Administrator         
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APPROVED AS TO FORM:    
    
                  
By:                                                      __                                            
 Title: City Attorney 
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Exhibits: 
 
Exhibit “A” – Greenfield Sport Parks Equipment List 
Exhibit “B” – Greenfield Sport Parks Equipment Specifications 
Exhibit “C” – Form of Assignment of Equipment Warranty (“Acceptance Letter”) 
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Greenfields Outdoor Fitness Equipment 

Technical Specifications 

 

Our products are built to last 

Our outdoor fitness equipment is protected from rust, corrosion and chipping, it 
retains its strength for years without any need for lubrication, winterizing or 
regular maintenance. Our equipment is manufactured according to the following 
specifications:  

1. All equipment is constructed of SAE 1020 High Carbon Steel. 
2. The joints' welding is at least 2/5-1/2 inch thick. 
3. The bearings are made of cast steel with cast steel rollers, and do not require 
re-lubrication. 
4. All seats and stepping platforms are made of 2 layers of hand-shaped 
fiberglass. 
5. After fabrication and welding, all parts are cold galvanized for rust protection. 
6. All metal parts receive two layers (120-400 microns) of DuPont Powder Coat. 
7. An additional layer of polyurethane UV3 (450 microns) is applied to all metal 
parts for ultraviolet protection. 

Installation 

Our equipment is made from heavy steel pipes and is subject to heavy forces 
and torques when in use.  Extra care must be taken to ensure that the equipment 
is securely installed so that it can be safely enjoyed for years to come. 

There are two methods of installation for our equipment: 

1) Permanent installation in which the equipment post extensions are placed in 
concrete footings 

2) Surface mount installation with posts bolted to concrete 

We strongly recommend that the equipment be installed using concrete footings. 
We recommend hiring a licensed installation company to ensure that the 
equipment is installed correctly and according to our specifications. Full 
installation instructions and equipment specifications will be provided on request. 

Color 

EXHIBIT "B"
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Our equipment is available in two color combinations: green and tan or red, black 
and yellow. 

The green and tan color combination blends into the park environment best. 

The red, black and yellow combination is very attractive and stands out from a 
distance. 

Warranty 

In light of the quality of our products and the manufacturing process, we are 
proud to offer a 15 year limited warranty--one of the best warranties in our 
industry. For detailed information on our warranty, please see our catalog. 

Safety 

Safety is of the utmost importance to everyone.  Our exclusive durable outdoor 
fitness equipment follows the highest safety standards, is built-to-last and 
requires virtually no maintenance. Greenfields Outdoor Fitness' equipment can 
be used by anyone aged 14 years and up  with minimal concern of injury. 

The California Playground Regulations only apply to play equipment designed for 
children under the age of 12.  Exercise equipment designed for use by people 
over the age of 12 is specifically excluded from these requirements. 

We recommend that our exercise equipment be installed at a location which is 
separated from children's play areas.  In addition, this location and the installed 
equipment should be identified with proper signage and labels as intended for 
use by people over the age of 14.  Each installed unit comes with a safefy label 
and with a user guide label.  In addition, we also offer large signage to identify 
the entire location. 
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EXHIBIT “C” 
 
Assignment of Equipment Warranty 
 

 
 

Date 
 
 
Ms. Tori Kjer, Program Manager  
The Trust for Public Land 
Los Angeles River Center 
570 West Avenue 26, Suite 300 
Los Angeles, CA  90065 
 

RE: ASSIGNMENT OF WARRANTIES; LAS PALMAS PARK  
 
Dear Ms. Kjer: 
 
Pursuant to the provisions of Section 4 of that Right of Entry Permit, License and  
Agreement for Purchase of Exercise Equipment [PARK] (“Agreement”) between the 
City of San Fernando (“City”) and The Trust for Public Land (“TPL”) dated 
___________, City hereby accepts delivery of the Fitness Zone Equipment as of the 
date of this letter.   

 
By counter-signature of TPL’s authorized representative, below, TPL hereby 

assigns all warranties in its favor from the supplier of the Fitness Zone Equipment to 
City, and agrees to provide City with copies of all invoices and certificates of warranty 
pertaining thereto for equipment purchased by The Trust for Public Land (“TPL”) in 
connection with TPL’s Fitness Zone project.   

 
City hereby accepts this assignment of warranties and agrees to assume 

responsibility for the installation, maintenance and operation of the Equipment pursuant 
to the terms of this Assignment of Warranties as of the date of this letter. 

 
ASSIGNOR: 
The Trust for Public Land, a  
California nonprofit corporation 
 
      
Name: Tori Kjer 
Title:  Program Manager 

AGREED TO AND ACCEPTED BY: 
City of San Fernando 
Department of Recreation & Community Services 
 
      
Name: Ismael Aguila 
Title: Recreation & Community Services 
Operations Manager 
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                                                                                                                        ATTACHMENT “B”  

RESOLUTION NO. ____ 
 
 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
SAN FERNANDO AMENDING THE BUDGET FOR THE 
FISCAL YEAR 2011-2012 ADOPTED ON JULY 18, 2011 

 
 WHEREAS, the City of Council has received and considered the proposed adjustment to 
the budget for Fiscal Year 2012, commencing July 1, 2011, and ending June 30, 2012; and  
 

WHEREAS, the City Council has determined that it is necessary to increase the 
expenditures of the Current City; and 

 
WHEREAS, an annual budget for the City of San Fernando for the Fiscal Year 

beginning July 1, 2011 and ending June 30, 2012, a copy of which is on file in the City Clerk’s 
Office, has been adopted on July 18, 2011. 

 
NOW, THEREFORE, THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF SAN 

FERNANDO DOES HEREBY RESOLVE, FIND, DETERMINE AND ORDER AS 
FOLLOWS: 

 
Section 1:  The following adjustment in expenditures is made in the named City fund:  

 
i. Quimby Fee Fund (19) – Increase in Expenditures: (not to exceed) $6,838.00 

(Las Palmas Park Outdoor Fitness Area); 
 

ii. Grant Fund (10) – Increase in Expenditures: (not to exceed) $44,162.00 
(Las Palmas Park Outdoor Fitness Area); 

 
iii. Grant Fund (10) – Increase in Revenues: (not to exceed) $44.162.00 

(Las Palmas Park Outdoor Fitness Area) 
 

 
PASSED, APPROVED, AND ADOPTED this 21st day of February, 2012. 
 
 
                                      _____________________________ 
                                                   Mario F. Hernández, Mayor 
 
 
ATTEST: 
 
 
 
_______________________________ 
Elena G. Chávez, City Clerk 
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STATE OF CALIFORNIA  ) 
COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES ) ss 
CITY OF SAN FERNANDO ) 
 
 
 
 I HEREBY CERTIFY that the foregoing Resolution was approved and adopted at a 
regular meeting of the City Council held on the 21st  day of February, 2012, by the following 
vote to wit: 
  
 AYES: 
 
 NOES: 
 
 ABSENT: 
 
 
 
___________________________ 
Elena G. Chávez, City Clerk 
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CITY COUNCIL 
 
 

MEMORANDUM 
 

 
TO:  Mayor Mario F. Hernández and Councilmembers  
 
FROM: Councilmember Sylvia Ballin 
 
DATE: February 21, 2012 
 
SUBJECT: Termination of City Administrator’s Employment Agreement 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
I have placed this on the agenda for City Council consideration. 
 
Per the terms of the Employment Agreement, the City may terminate the agreement upon ninety (90) 
days written notice.   
 
February 21, 2012, will be the official notification date (May 20, 2012 will be last date of 
employment with the City). 
 
 
ATTACHMENTS: 
 
A) Contract No. 1659 
B) Contract No. 1659(a) - Amendment 
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ATTACHMENT "B"
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CITY COUNCIL 
 
 

MEMORANDUM 
 
 
TO:      City Councilmembers 
 
FROM:    Mayor Mario F. Hernández 
 
DATE: February 21, 2012 
 
SUBJECT:   Direct Staff to Coordinate Investigation with Metropolitan Water District (MWD) 

Regarding the Potential Misuse of Public/Utility Funds Regarding Recent MWD 
Water Inspection Tour by Councilmember Ballin 

______________________________________________________________________________   
 
I have placed this on the agenda for City Council discussion and consideration. 
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	Refuse Procurement 1ST PAGE ONLY.pdf
	PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT
	MEMORANDUM
	The procurement process for solid waste and recyclables collection services is a typically a 12 month process consisting of time needed for the preparation of an RFP, the analysis of the proposals and negotiations with the final candidates before final approval by the City Council. In order to help facilitate an objective procurement process and include an analysis of the current services being provided by the City’s authorized hauler, and have comparable data on costs for solid waste and recyclables collection services, a consultant would be retained to assist staff with the procurement process. 
	An experienced consultant will bring needed insight regarding trends in the solid waste industry and provide data on competitive contract pricing. Also, due to other large ongoing Public Works projects such as the Nitrate Removal System Project, Utility Rate Increases, the Trolley and Bus Shelter Project, the State Grant funded Lighting Project, the renewal of the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) Permit, upcoming capital projects beginning Spring 2012, and reduced department staffing, consulting assistance is needed to better ensure that the process is completed within schedule.
	In determining the scope of work for the consultant, staff seeks confirmation by the City Council regarding procurement strategies. Recommended strategies include an analysis of the current refuse provider to determine if renegotiations should be considered. Staff is recommending that the scope of work use Strategy B as described below as the most through approach towards securing an optimal contract for the City.





