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CITY OF SAN FERNANDO  
 

CITY COUNCIL 
SPECIAL MEETING NOTICE AND AGENDA 

MONDAY, MAY 17, 2021 – 5:15 PM  

 

CITY HALL COUNCIL CHAMBERS 
117 MACNEIL STREET 

SAN FERNANDO, CALIFORNIA 91340 
  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the San Fernando City Council will hold a Special Meeting on 
Monday, May 17, 2021, at 5:15 p.m.  
 

 

CALL TO ORDER/ROLL CALL 
 

Mayor Sylvia Ballin 
Vice Mayor Mary Mendoza 
Councilmember Cindy Montañez  
Councilmember Hector A. Pacheco  
Councilmember Celeste T. Rodriguez 
 

SPECIAL NOTICE REGARDING COVID-19 
 

On March 4, 2020, Governor Newsom proclaimed a State of Emergency in California as a result of the threat of 
COVID-19. On March 17, 2020, Governor Newsom issued Executive Order N-29-20 (superseding the Brown Act-
related provisions of Executive Order N-25-20 issued on March 12, 2020), which allows a local legislative body to 
hold public meetings via teleconferencing and to make public meetings accessible telephonically or otherwise 
electronically to all members of the public seeking to observe and to address the local legislative body. Pursuant 

to Executive Order N-29-20, please be advised that the San Fernando City Council will participate in meetings 

telephonically. 
 
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION: Pursuant to the Executive Order and given the current health concerns, members of the 
public can access meetings live on-line, with audio and video, via YouTube Live, at 
https://www.youtube.com/c/CityOfSanFernando.  Comments submitted via YouTube will not be read into the 
record. Members of the public may submit comments by email to cityclerk@sfcity.org no later than 4:00 p.m. 
the day of the meeting, to ensure distribution to the City Council prior to consideration of the agenda.  Comments 
to the City Council will be limited to three minutes, and made part of the official public record of the meeting. 
Callers interested in providing a live public comment, may call Telephone Number:  (669) 900-6833; Meeting ID: 
833 6022 0211; and Passcode: 924965, between 5:15 p.m. and 5:25 p.m. in the order received, and limited to 
three minutes. The call-in period may be extended by the Mayor. 
 
 
 
 Members of the public may submit comments by email to cityclerk@sfcity.org no later than 3:30 p.m. the day 
of the meeting, to ensure distribution to the City Council prior to consideration of the agenda.  Those comments 
will be distributed to the City Council will be limited to three minutes, and made part of the official public record 
of the meeting. Callers interested in providing a live public comment, can call the City Clerk’s Department at (818) 
898-1204 between 3:30 p.m. and 4:45 p.m. the day of the meeting and leave a call back number.  During the 
public comments of the meeting, the City Clerk will call the person back in the order received to provide their live 
comments, limited to three minutes, to the City Council for consideration. 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC2OGT0-5m7SPbA-YmtPyDaA/
mailto:cityclerk@sfcity.org
mailto:cityclerk@sfcity.org
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APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
 
 

DECORUM AND ORDER 

 
The City Council, elected by the public, must be free to discuss issues confronting the City in an 
orderly environment. Public members attending City Council meetings shall observe the same 
rules of order and decorum applicable to the City Council (SF Procedural Manual). Any person 
making impertinent derogatory or slanderous remarks or who becomes boisterous while 
addressing the City Council or while attending the City Council meeting, may be removed from 
the room if the Presiding Officer so directs the sergeant-at-arms and such person may be barred 
from further audience before the City Council. 
 
 
PUBLIC STATEMENTS 

 
Members of the public may submit comments by email to cityclerk@sfcity.org no later than 4:00 

p.m. the day of the meeting, to ensure distribution to the City Council prior to consideration of 
the agenda.  Comments to the City Council will be limited to three minutes, and made part of the 
official public record of the meeting. Callers interested in providing a live public comment, may 
call Telephone Number:  (669) 900-6833; Meeting ID: 833 6022 0211; and Passcode: 924965, between 

5:15 p.m. and 5:25 p.m. in the order received, and limited to three minutes. The call-in period may 
be extended by the Mayor. 
 
 
RECESS TO CLOSED SESSION 
 
A) CONFERENCE WITH LABOR NEGOTIATOR  

PURSUANT TO G.C. §54957.6: 
  

Designated City Negotiators:  
City Manager Nick Kimball 

Employees and Employee Bargaining Units: 
 San Fernando Management Group (SEIU, Local 721) 
 San Fernando Public Employees’ Association (SEIU, Local 721) 
 San Fernando Police Officers Association 
 San Fernando Police Officers Association Police Management Unit 
 San Fernando Police Civilian Association 
 San Fernando Part-Time Employees’ Bargaining Unit (SEIU, Local 721) 
 All Unrepresented Employees 
 

  

http://ci.san-fernando.ca.us/wp-content/uploads/2019/08/SF-Council-Procedural-Manual-8-19-19.pdf
mailto:cityclerk@sfcity.org
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B) CONFERENCE WITH REAL PROPERTY NEGOTIATOR  

PURSUANT TO G.C. §54956.8: 
  
Property: City owned parcels at Assessor Identification  
 Numbers:   2521-031-901, 902, & 903                     
City Negotiators: City Manager Nick Kimball, Lead Negotiator  
 Assistant City Attorney Richard Padilla  
Negotiating Parties: Vanessa Delgado, President, Azure Development  
Under Negotiation: Price and Terms of Payment as it relates to Leasing or  

Sale of Real Property 
 
 

RECONVENE/REPORT OUT FROM CLOSED SESSION 
 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
The meeting will adjourn to the regular meeting of May 17, 2021. 
 
 

I hereby certify under penalty of perjury under the laws 
of the State of California that the foregoing agenda was 
posted on the City Hall bulletin board not less than 24 
hours prior to the meeting. 

 
   
 __________________________________________ 

Julia Fritz, CMC 
City Clerk 
Signed and Posted:  May 13, 2021 (5:00 p.m.) 

 

Agendas and complete Agenda Packets (including staff reports and exhibits related to each item) are posted on the City’s Internet website 
(www.sfcity.org).  These are also available for public reviewing prior to a meeting in the City Clerk Department. Any public writings distributed by 
the City Council to at least a majority of the Councilmembers regarding any item on this regular meeting agenda will also be made available at 
the City Clerk Department at City Hall located at 117 Macneil Street, San Fernando, CA, 91340 during normal business hours.  In addition, the City 
may also post such documents on the City’s website at www.sfcity.org. In accordance with the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990, if you 
require a disability-related modification/accommodation to attend or participate in this meeting, including auxiliary aids or services please call 
the City Clerk Department at (818) 898-1204 at least 48 hours prior to the meeting. 

 

http://www.sfcity.org/
http://www.sfcity.org/
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Staff Contact Nick Kimball, City Manager 
 

MAYOR/CHAIR SYLVIA BALLIN 

VICE MAYOR/VICE CHAIR MARY MENDOZA 

COUNCILMEMBER/BOARDMEMBER CINDY MONTAÑEZ 

COUNCILMEMBER/BOARDMEMBER HECTOR A. PACHECO 

COUNCILMEMBER/BOARDMEMBER CELESTE T. RODRIGUEZ 
 
 

 

 

CITY OF SAN FERNANDO 

 CITY COUNCIL 
AND SUCCESSOR AGENCY TO THE  

SAN FERNANDO REDEVELOPMENT AGENCY 
REGULAR MEETING AGENDA SUMMARY 

MONDAY, MAY 17, 2021 – 6:00 PM 
 

 

 

CITY HALL COUNCIL CHAMBERS 
117 MACNEIL STREET 

SAN FERNANDO, CALIFORNIA 91340 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

THE REGULAR MEETINGS OF THE CITY OF SAN FERNANDO CITY COUNCIL ALSO SERVES AS 

CONCURRENT REGULAR MEETINGS OF THE SUCCESSOR AGENCY TO THE SAN FERNANDO 

REDEVELOPMENT AGENCY, AND, FROM TIME TO TIME, SUCH OTHER BODIES OF THE  CITY  

WHOSE  MEMBERS  ARE  COMPOSED EXCLUSIVE OF THE MEMBERS OF THE CITY COUNCIL.  

SPECIAL NOTICE REGARDING COVID-19 
 

On March 4, 2020, Governor Newsom proclaimed a State of Emergency in California as a result of the 
threat of COVID-19. On March 17, 2020, Governor Newsom issued Executive Order N-29-20 (superseding 
the Brown Act-related provisions of Executive Order N-25-20 issued on March 12, 2020), which allows a 
local legislative body to hold public meetings via teleconferencing and to make public meetings 
accessible telephonically or otherwise electronically to all members of the public seeking to observe and 
to address the local legislative body. Pursuant to Executive Order N-29-20, please be advised that the 
San Fernando City Council will participate in meetings telephonically. 
 
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION: Pursuant to the Executive Order and given the current health concerns, 
members of the public can access meetings live on-line, with audio and video, via YouTube Live, at 
https://www.youtube.com/c/CityOfSanFernando.  Comments submitted via YouTube will not be read 
into the record. Members of the public may submit comments by email to cityclerk@sfcity.org no later 
than 5:00 p.m. the day of the meeting, to ensure distribution to the City Council prior to consideration 
of the agenda.  Those comments will be distributed to the City Council will be limited to three minutes, 
and  made  part  of  the  official  public  record  of  the  meeting.  Callers interested in providing a live 
public comment, may call Telephone Number:  (669) 900-6833; Meeting ID: 833 6022 0211; and 
Passcode: 924965, between 6:00 p.m. and 6:15 p.m. in the order received, and limited to three minutes. 
The call-in period may be extended by the Mayor. 
 
 

 
 
 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC2OGT0-5m7SPbA-YmtPyDaA/
mailto:cityclerk@sfcity.org


SAN FERNANDO CITY COUNCIL/SUCCESSOR AGENCY 
Regular Meeting Notice and Agenda – May 17, 2021 
Page 2 of 6 
 

 

 

 

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION OPTIONS TO HELP REDUCE  
THE SPREAD OF COVID-19 

 

 
 
WATCH THE MEETING:   
 
Live stream with audio and video, via YouTube Live, at: 
 

https://www.youtube.com/c/CityOfSanFernando 
 
Note:  Comments submitted via YouTube will not be read into the record.  
 
 
SUBMIT PUBLIC COMMENT VIA EMAIL: 
 
Members of the public may submit comments by email to cityclerk@sfcity.org  no later than  
5:00 p.m. the day of the meeting, to ensure distribution to the City Council prior to consideration 
of the agenda.  Comments received via email will be distributed to the City Council, read into the 
record, limited to three minutes, and made part of the official public record of the meeting. 
 
 
CALL-IN TO PROVIDE PUBLIC COMMENT LIVE AT THE MEETING: 

 
Members of the public may call-in between 6:00 p.m. and 6:15 p.m.  Comments will be heard in 
the order received, and limited to three minutes.  If necessary, the call-in period may be extended 
by the Mayor. 
 
 Call-in Telephone Number: (669) 900-6833 

 Meeting ID:  833 6022 0211 
 Passcode:  924965 

 
 

When connecting to the Zoom meeting to speak, you will be placed in a virtual “waiting area,” 

with your audio disabled, until it is your turn to speak and limited to three minutes. 

Note: This is audio only and no video. 

  

https://www.youtube.com/c/CityOfSanFernando
mailto:cityclerk@sfcity.org
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CALL TO ORDER/ROLL CALL 
 
Mayor Sylvia Ballin 
Vice Mayor Mary Mendoza 
Councilmember Cindy Montañez 
Councilmember Hector A. Pacheco  
Councilmember Celeste T. Rodriguez 
 
 
 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 
Led by City Clerk Julia Fritz  
 
 

APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
 
Recommend that the City Council approve the agenda as presented and move that all ordinances 
presented tonight be read in title only as authorized under Government Code Section 36934.  
 

 

PRESENTATIONS 
 

A) EDUCATION COMMISSION CERTIFICATE OF RECOGNITION - MAY STUDENTS OF THE MONTH 
• TANYA SANDOVAL (Nueva Esperanza Charter Academy) 
• MARCO JOVEN (Social Justice Humanitas Academy) 

 Education Commissioner Vice Chair David Govea 
 
B) PRESENTATION OF A PROCLAMATON DECLARING THE WEEK OF MAY 16 – MAY 22, 2021 AS 

PUBLIC WORKS WEEK 
Director of Public Works Matthew Baumgardner  

 
C) PRESENTATION OF A PROCLAMATION DECLARING THE WEEK OF MAY 9 – MAY 15, 2021 AS 

NATIONAL POLICE WEEK 
Chief of Police Anthony Vairo 

 
 

DECORUM AND ORDER 
 
The City Council, elected by the public, must be free to discuss issues confronting the city in an 
orderly environment. Public members attending City Council meetings shall observe the same rules 
of order and decorum applicable to the City Council (SF Procedural Manual).  Any person making 
impertinent derogatory or slanderous remarks or who becomes boisterous while addressing the 
City Council or while attending the City Council meeting, may be removed from the room if the 
Presiding Officer so directs the Sergeant-At-Arms and such person may be barred from further 
audience before the City Council.   

http://ci.san-fernando.ca.us/wp-content/uploads/2019/08/SF-Council-Procedural-Manual-8-19-19.pdf
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PUBLIC STATEMENTS 
  

Members of the public may submit comments by email to cityclerk@sfcity.org no later than  
5:00 p.m. the day of the meeting to ensure distribution to the City Council prior to 
consideration of the agenda. Comments received via email will be distributed to the  
City Council, read into the record, limited to three minutes, and made part of the official public 
record of the meeting. Callers interested in providing a live public comment may call-in between  
6:00 p.m. and 6:15 p.m. and will be limited to three minutes.  The call-in period may be extended 
by the Mayor.  
 
 
 
 

CALL-IN INFORMATION: Telephone Number: (669) 900-6833   
    Meeting ID: 833 6022 0211  
    Passcode: 924965 
 
 

CONSENT CALENDAR 
 
Items on the Consent Calendar are considered routine and may be disposed of by a single motion 
to adopt staff recommendation. If the City Council wishes to discuss any item, it should first be 
removed from the Consent Calendar. 

 
1) CONSIDERATION TO APPROVE MINUTES FOR MAY 3, 2021 SPECIAL MEETING 

  
2) CONSIDERATION TO ADOPT A RESOLUTION APPROVING THE WARRANT REGISTER 

 

Recommend that the City Council adopt Resolution No. 21-052 approving the Warrant 
Register. 
 

3) CONSIDERATION TO ADOPT A RESOLUTION APPROVING THE INVESTMENT POLICY FOR 
FISCAL YEAR 2021-22 
 

Recommend that the City Council adopt Resolution No. 8066, approving the Annual 
Investment Policy for Fiscal Year 2021-22. 
 

4) CONSIDERATION TO ADOPT A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE CITY TREASURER AND 
TREASURER ASSISTANT TO INVEST SURPLUS FUNDS 

 
Recommend that the City Council adopt Resolution No. 8067 authorizing the City Treasurer and 
Treasurer Assistant to invest surplus funds. 

 

  

mailto:cityclerk@sfcity.org
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5) CONSIDERATION TO APPROVE A BUSINESS LICENSE PERMIT FOR USED CAR DEALER 
LOCATED AT 1702 SAN FERNANDO ROAD 

 
Recommend that the City Council approve a Business Permit for Kustom Carz to operate a 
business as a used car dealership at 1702 San Fernando Road, pursuant to City Code  
Section 22-215. 
 
 

ADMINISTRATIVE REPORTS 
 

6) PRESENTATION AND DISCUSSION OF THE UPDATED COMMUNITY OUTREACH PLAN BY 
AZURE DEVELOPMENT, INC., FOR THE OPPORTUNITY SITE AT PARKING LOT NO. 3 
 
Recommend that the City Council: 

 
a. Receive and file a presentation regarding an updated community outreach with Azure 

Development, Inc.; and 
 

b. Provide staff with direction regarding the updated community outreach plan, as 
appropriate. 
 

7) FISCAL YEAR 2021-22 BUDGET STUDY SESSION NO. 1 
 
Recommend that the City Council review and discuss the Fiscal Year 2021-22 Proposed 
Budget. 
 

8) PRESENTATION AND UPDATE REGARDING COVID-19 RESPONSE EFFORTS 
 
Recommend that the City Council receive a presentation from staff related to the City’s 
COVID-19 efforts, including, but not limited to:  
 
a. Review of the City’s COVID-19 planning, response, enforcement, and education efforts, 

and related policy initiatives; and 
 

b. Review of financial assistance programs and the pursuit of funding opportunities, and 
related recommendations, as appropriate. 

 
9) CONSIDERATION OF A REQUEST FOR A REPORT ON FIREWORKS ENFORCEMENT 
 

This item was placed on the agenda for discussion by Vice Mayor Mary Mendoza.  
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STAFF COMMUNICATION INCLUDING COMMISSION UPDATES 
 
 

GENERAL CITY COUNCIL/BOARD MEMBER COMMENTS AND LIAISON UPDATES 
 
 

ADJOURNMENT  
 
The meeting will adjourn to its next regular meeting on June 7, 2021.  

 

 
 

I hereby certify under penalty of perjury under the laws 
of the State of California that the foregoing agenda was 
posted on the City Hall bulletin board not less than 72 
hours prior to the meeting. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

____________________________________ 
Julia Fritz, CMC 
City Clerk 
Signed and Posted: May 13, 2021 (5:00 p.m.) 

Agendas and  complete Agenda Packets  (including  staff  reports and exhibits  related  to each  item) are posted on  the City’s  Internet website 
(www.sfcity.org).  These are also available for public reviewing prior to a meeting in the City Clerk Department. Any public writings distributed by 
the City Council to at least a majority of the Councilmembers regarding any item on this regular meeting agenda will also be made available at 
the City Clerk Department at City Hall located at 117 Macneil Street, San Fernando, CA, 91340 during normal business hours.  In addition, the City 
may also post such documents on the City’s website at www.sfcity.org.  In accordance with the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990,  if you 
require a disability‐related modification/accommodation to attend or participate in this meeting, including auxiliary aids or services please call 
the City Clerk Department at (818) 898‐1204 at least 48 hours prior to the meeting. 
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SAN FERNANDO CITY COUNCIL 
MINUTES 

 
MAY 3, 2021 – 5:00 P.M.  

SPECIAL MEETING 
 

Teleconference Per Governor Executive Order N-29-20 
 
 

CALL TO ORDER/ROLL CALL   
 
Vice Mayor Mendoza called the special meeting to order at 5:04 p.m. 
 
Present: 
 

Council: Vice Mayor Mary Mendoza, Councilmembers Cindy Montañez and Celeste 
Rodriguez 

  

Staff: City Manager Nick Kimball and Assistant City Attorney Richard Padilla 
 
Absent: Mayor Sylvia Ballin and Councilmember Hector A. Pacheco 
 
 

APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
 

By consensus, the agenda was approved.  

 
PUBLIC STATEMENTS - WRITTEN/ORAL None 
 
 
RECESS TO CLOSED SESSION (5:04 P.M.)  
 
By consensus, Councilmembers recessed to Closed Session. 
 
A) CONFERENCE WITH LABOR NEGOTIATOR  

PURSUANT TO G.C. §54957.6: 
  

Designated City Negotiators:  
City Manager Nick Kimball 

 City Attorney Rick Olivarez 
Assistant City Attorney Richard Padilla  

Employees and Employee Bargaining Units: 
 San Fernando Management Group (SEIU, Local 721) 
 San Fernando Public Employees’ Association (SEIU, Local 721) 
 San Fernando Police Officers Association 
 San Fernando Police Officers Association Police Management Unit 
 San Fernando Police Civilian Association 
 San Fernando Part-Time Employees’ Bargaining Unit (SEIU, Local 721) 
 All Unrepresented Employees 
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B) PUBLIC EMPLOYEE EMPLOYMENT/PERFORMANCE EVALUATION 
PURSUANT TO G.C. §54957: 
 

      Title of Employee:  City Manager 
 

 
RECONVENE/REPORT OUT FROM CLOSED SESSION 
 
Assistant City Attorney Padilla stated there was no reportable action as a result of Closed Session. 
 
 

ADJOURNMENT The City Council adjourned the special meeting at 5:35 p.m. to the regular 
meeting of May 3, 2021.  By consensus, the motion carried. 
 

 
I do hereby certify that the foregoing is a true and 
correct copy of the minutes of May 3, 2021, meeting as 
approved by the San Fernando City Council. 
 
 
___________________________________________ 
Julia Fritz, CMC 
City Clerk 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 2 
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To: Mayor Sylvia Ballin and Councilmembers 

From:  Nick Kimball, City Manager 
By: J. Diego Ibañ ez, Director of Finance/City Treasurer 

Date: May 17, 2021   

Subject: Consideration to Adopt a Resolution Approving the Warrant Register 

RECOMMENDATION: 

It is recommended that the City Council adopt Resolution No. 21-052 (Attachment “A”) approving 
the Warrant Register. 
 
  
BACK GROUND: 

For each City Council meeting the Finance Department prepares a Warrant Register for Council 
approval.  The Register includes all recommended payments for the City. Checks, other than 
special checks, generally are not released until after the Council approves the Register.  The 
exceptions are for early releases to avoid penalties and interest, excessive delays and in all other 
circumstances favorable to the City to do so.  Special checks are those payments required to be 
issued between Council meetings such as insurance premiums and tax deposits.  Staff reviews 
requests for expenditures for budgetary approval and then prepares a Warrant Register for 
Council approval and or ratification.  Items such as payroll withholding tax deposits do not require 
budget approval. 
 
The Director of Finance hereby certifies that all requests for expenditures have been signed by 
the department head, or designee, receiving the merchandise or services thereby stating that 
the items or services have been received and that the resulting expenditure is appropriate.  The 
Director of Finance hereby certifies that each warrant has been reviewed for completeness and 
that sufficient funds are available for payment of the warrant register. 
 
 
ATTACHMENT: 

A. Resolution No. 21-052 

May 17, 2021 CC/SA Agenda
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ATTACHMENT “A” 
RESOLUTION NO. 21-052 

 
 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF SAN FERNANDO 
ALLOWING AND APPROVING FOR PAYMENT DEMANDS PRESENTED ON 
DEMAND/ WARRANT REGISTER NO.  21-052 

 
 
THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF SAN FERNANDO DOES HEREBY RESOLVE, FIND, DETERMINE 
AND ORDER AS FOLLOWS: 
 

1.  That the demands (EXHIBIT “A”) as presented, having been duly audited, for 
completeness, are hereby allowed and approved for payment in the amounts as shown to 
designated payees and charged to the appropriate funds as indicated. 
 

2.  That the City Clerk shall certify to the adoption of this Resolution and deliver it to the 
City Treasurer. 
 
PASSED, APPROVED, AND ADOPTED this 17th day of May, 2021. 
 
  
                 

Sylvia Ballin, Mayor  
ATTEST: 
 
 
 
      
Julia Fritz, City Clerk 
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CERTIFICATION 
 
 
 
I, City Clerk of the City of San Fernando, California, do hereby certify that the foregoing is a full, 
true, and correct copy of Resolution No. 21-052 which was regularly introduced and adopted by 
the City Council of the City of San Fernando, California, at a regular meeting thereof held on the 
17th day of May, 2021, by the following vote of the City Council: 
 

AYES:  
 
NAYS:  
 
ABSENT:  
 
ABSTAINED:  

 
 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have here unto set my hand and affixed the official seal of the 
City of San Fernando, California, this 17th day of May, 2021.  

 
 
 
 

  
Julia Fritz, City Clerk 
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To: Mayor Sylvia Ballin and Councilmembers 

From:  Nick Kimball, City Manager 
By: J. Diego Ibañ ez, Director of Finance/City Treasurer 

   
Date:  May 17, 2021 
 
Subject: Consideration to Adopt a Resolution Approving the Investment Policy for Fiscal 

Year 2021-22 

RECOMMENDATION: 

It is recommended that the City Council adopt Resolution No. 8066 (Attachment “A”), approving 
the annual Investment Policy for Fiscal Year (FY) 2021-2022. 
 
  
BACK GROUND: 

1.  On January 1, 1996, SB 564 went into effect that requires the City Treasurer to prepare a 
statement of investment policy and present it annually to the legislative body for 
consideration at a public meeting. 
 

2. Since 1996, the investment policy has been reviewed annually by the City Manager, Director 
of Finance and City Treasurer and has been presented to the City Council for approval. 
 

3. The proposed policy has been reviewed by City Manager, Director of Finance/City Treasurer 
and Treasurer Assistant. 

 
 
ANALYSIS: 

The ultimate investment goal of a good investment policy is to enhance the economic status of 
the City while protecting funds under management and meeting the daily cash flow demands of 
the City.  The proposed Investment Policy requires investments be selected based on safety, 
liquidity, and yield, in that order, and are made in accordance with California Government Code, 
Sections 53600 et. seq.  
 
The City attempts to obtain the highest yield possible when selecting investments, providing that 
criteria for safety and liquidity are met.   
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The proposed Investment Policy authorizes investment in a number of investment vehicles that 
may offer higher yields while maintaining the safety and liquidity criteria. 
 
Staff is not recommending any changes to the City’s investment policy for FY 2021-22. 
 
 
BUDGET IMPACT: 

All investments will be monitored and invested in accordance with the City’s investment policy; 
investments may result in additional investment income earned by all City funds. 
 

CONCLUSION: 

Approval of the annual Investment Policy by the City Council will ensure that the City complies 
with the SB 564 requirement. 
 
 
ATTACHMENT: 

A.  Resolution No. 8066, including Exhibit 1 - Investment Policy 
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RESOLUTION NO. 8066 
 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF SAN 
FERNANDO, CALIFORNIA, ADOPTING THE ANNUAL INVESTMENT 
POLICY FOR FISCAL YEAR 2021-2022 

 
 WHEREAS, Senate Bill 564, effective January 1, 1996, requires the City Treasurer present 
a statement of investment policy annually to the City Council; and  
 

WHEREAS, a responsible investment policy enhances the economic status of the City 
while protecting funds under management and meeting the daily cash flow demands of the City. 

 
NOW THEREFORE, THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF SAN FERNANDO, DOES HEREBY 

RESOLVE, FIND, DETERMINE AND ORDER AS FOLLOWS:  
 

SECTION 1.   The City Council hereby establishes the Investment Policy, attached hereto 
as Exhibit “1” and incorporated herein by this reference. 
 

SECTION 2.  The City Clerk shall certify to the adoption of this resolution and shall cause 
a certified resolution to be filed in the Office of the City Clerk. 

PASSED, APPROVED, AND ADOPTED THIS 17th day of May, 2021. 

 
 
ATTEST: 
              

Sylvia Ballin, Mayor of the City of San 
Fernando, California 

      
Julia Fritz, City Clerk 
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CERTIFICATION 
 
 
 
I, City Clerk of the City of San Fernando, California, do hereby certify that the foregoing is a full, 
true, and correct copy of Resolution No. 8066 which was regularly introduced and adopted by 
the City Council of the City of San Fernando, California, at a regular meeting thereof held on the 
17th day of May, 2021, by the following vote of the City Council: 
 
 

AYES:  
 
NAYS:  
 
ABSENT:  
 
ABSTAINED:  

 
 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand and affixed the official seal of the 
City of San Fernando, California, this _____ day of _________, ____.  
 
 
 
 

  
Julia Fritz, City Clerk 
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POLICY/ PROCEDURE 

SUBJECT ISSUANCE 

INVESTMENT POLICY

ORIGINAL DATE 

05/15/2017 
EFFECTIVE 

05/05/2017 
CURRENT DATE

05/17/2021 
EFFECTIVE

05/17/2021 
CATEGORY POLICY NO. SUPERSEDES 

FINANCE FIN- 05/18/2020 

MANAGEMENT POLICY/ PROCEDURES 

SECTION I. PURPOSE 
 
This Policy is intended to provide specific criteria for the prudent investment of City funds. The ultimate 
investment goal is to enhance the economic status of the City while protecting funds under management 
and meeting the daily cash flow demands of the City. 

SECTION II. STATEMENT OF POLICY 
 
The City’s cash management system is designed to accurately monitor and forecast expenditures and 
revenues, thus enabling the City to invest funds to the fullest extent possible. The City attempts to earn the 
highest yield obtainable while keeping within the investment criteria established for the safety and liquidity 
of public funds. 
 
The Finance Director shall establish procedures that separate the internal responsibility for management and 
accounting of the investment portfolio. An analysis by an external independent auditor shall be conducted 
annually to review internal controls, account activity and compliance with policies and procedures. 
 

San Fernando operates its temporary pooled idle cash investment under the prudent investor standard (i.e., 
such a trustee must act with the “care, skill, prudence and diligence...that a prudent investor… would use in 
the conduct of funds of a like character and with like aims, to safeguard the principal and maintain the 
liquidity needs of the agency”). This affords the City a broad spectrum of investment opportunities as long as 
the investment is deemed prudent and allowable under current legislation of the State of California 
(Government Code Section 53600 et seq.) 

Criteria for selecting investments and the order of priority are: 
 

1. SAFETY – The safety and risk associated with an investment refers to the potential loss of principal, 
accrued interest or both. Protection of the public funds entrusted to the Treasurer is the paramount 
criteria used to evaluate the investment instruments available. 
 

2. LIQUIDITY – This refers to the ability to convert an investment to cash at any moment in time with 
minimal risk of forfeiting a portion of principal or interest. Liquidity is an essential investment 
requirement especially in light of the City’s need to be able to meet emergency financing demands of 
the community at any time. 

 

RES. NO. 8066 
EXHIBIT “1” 
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3. YIELD – It is the potential dollar earnings an investment can provide and is described as the market 
rate of return. As a general rule, yields tend to mirror the inherent risk and liquidity characteristics of 
the particular investment and thus can only be evaluated after those investment criteria are satisfied. 
 

Authorized Investments 
 
All investments shall be made in accordance by the California Government Code, Sections 53600 et. seq. 
Within the context of these limitations and based on the cost at the time of purchase, the following 
investments are authorized as further limited herein: 
 

1. U.S. Treasuries 
 
The U.S. Treasury Bills, Bonds, and Notes, or those for which the full faith and credit of the U.S. are 
pledged for payment of principal and interest provided that: 
 

a) There is no limitation as to the percentage of the portfolio that can be invested in this 
category. 

 
2. U.S. Agencies
 
The Obligations issued by the Government National Mortgage Association (GNMA), the Federal Farm 
Credit Bank System (FFCB), the Federal Home Loan Bank Board (FHLB), Federal Home Loan Mortgage 
Corporation (FHLMC), Federal National Mortgage Association (FNMA), and the Student Loan Marketing 
Association (SLMA) provided that: 
 

a) No more than 30% of the cost (book) value of the portfolio will be invested in any one agency. 
 

3. Bankers’ Acceptances 
 
Bills of exchange or time drafts drawn on and accepted by a commercial bank provided that: 
 

a) Bankers’ Acceptances purchased may not exceed 180 days to maturity or 25% of the cost 
(book) value of the portfolio;  
 

b) No more than 5% of the cost (book) value of the portfolio may be invested in Bankers’ 
Acceptances issued by any one bank;  

 
c) Prior to the purchase of any Banker’s Acceptance, the portfolio manager shall review the 

rating of the issuing bank; and 
 

d) Bankers’ Acceptances of issuing financial institutions shall have both a short and long term 
rating in the highest category by at least one nationally recognized rating agency at the time 
of purchase. 
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4. Commercial Paper 
 

a) The paper is ranked P1 by Moody’s Investor Services and A1 by S&P, and have an minimum of 
A by both rating agencies;  
 

b) Issued by a domestic corporation having assets in excess of $500 million;  
 

c) Purchases of eligible paper may not exceed 270 days to maturity nor represent more than 10% 
of the outstanding paper of an issuing corporation;  
 

d) May not exceed 15% of the cost value of the portfolio at time of purchase; and 
 

e) No more than 5% of the cost value of the portfolio may be invested in Commercial Paper 
issued by any one corporation. 

 
5. Certificates of Deposit 

 
a) Negotiable Certificates of Deposit issued by nationally or state chartered banks or state or 

federal savings institutions.  Purchases of negotiable certificates of deposit may not exceed 
30% of the City’s Investment Cash at the time of purchase.  Investment in any one institution 
may not exceed more than 5% of the City’s Investment Cash at the time of purchase.  Cash 
will be invested only in FDIC Insured certificates. 
  

b) Time Deposits Non Negotiable and collateralized in accordance with the California 
Government Code, may be purchased through banks or savings and loan associations.  Since 
time deposits are not liquid, no more than 25% of the investment portfolio may be invested 
in this investment type.  Investment in any one institution may not exceed more than 5% of 
the City’s Investment Cash at the time of purchase.  Cash will be invested only in fully 
collateralized certificates.  Collateral for a given investment must be 110% of principal for 
government securities collateral and 150% of principal for first mortgage collateral. 
 

c) For investments greater than $100,000 the institution must maintain $100 million in assets. 
For investments greater than $300,000 the institution  must maintain at least $300 million in 
assets. 
 

d) The city will not invest in any institution less than five years old.
 

6. Repurchase Agreements 
 

a) No more than 20% of the cost value of the portfolio may be invested in repurchase 
agreements at any time; and 
 

b) The maturity of repurchase agreements shall not exceed 75 days. 
 

In order to conform with provisions of the Federal Bankruptcy Code which provides for the liquidation of 
securities held as collateral for repurchase agreements, the only securities acceptable as collateral shall 
be securities that are direct obligations of, or that are fully guaranteed as to principal and interest by, the 
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United States Government such as Treasury bills, Treasury notes or Treasury bonds with less than a five 
year maturity. 

 
7. Local Agency Investment Fund (LAIF) 
 

a) The City may invest in the LAIF established by the State Treasurer for the benefit of local 
agencies up to the maximum permitted by State Law. 

 
8. Municipal Bonds 

 
a) Municipal Securities of any California local agency including bonds, notes, warrants or other 

indebtedness, provided the issuer has a minimum credit rating of “AA” by one of the following: 
Moody’s, Standard & Poor’s, or Fitch. Municipal bonds shall be limited to a 60 months 
maximum maturity. 
 

Upon any announcement of negative credit watch or downgrade by a major rating agency of any issue 
within the portfolio, the investment manager should contact the Finance Director and recommend a 
course of action. If at any time a security falls below “investment grade,” the investment manager should 
obtain the best bid and take the necessary steps toward liquidation. 
 
9. Corporate Medium Term Notes 

 
a) Corporate Medium Term Notes, provided the issuer has a minimum credit rating of “AA” by 

one of the following: Moody’s, Standard & Poor’s, or Fitch. Corporate bonds shall be limited 
to a 60 months maximum maturity. 
 

b) Issued by a domestic corporation having assets in excess of $500 million; Issued by 
corporations organized and operating within the United States or by depository institutions 
licensed by the United States or any state and operating within the United States. 

 
c) The aggregate total of all purchased medium term notes may not exceed 30% of the cost value 

of the portfolio; and 
 

d) No more than 5% of the cost value of the portfolio may be invested in notes issued by one 
corporation. 

 
Upon any announcement of negative credit watch or downgrade by a major rating agency of any issue 
within the portfolio, the investment manager should contact the Finance Director and recommend a 
course of action. If at any time a security falls below “investment grade,” the investment manager should 
obtain the best bid and take the necessary steps toward liquidation. 
 
10. Money Market Mutual Funds 

 
a) Must have a rating of AAA/Aaa or an equivalent by one or more national rating agencies with 

no load maintained at $1 par value ;  
 

b) No more than 20% of portfolio value may be invested; 
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c) Investment in a single mutual fund will not to exceed 10% of the cost value (book value) of 
the total portfolio exclusive of the fiscal agent cash portfolio; and 
 

d) The City’s investment in any specific mutual fund will not exceed 2% of that mutual fund’s 
total assets. 

Considerations for Investments 
 
The City attempts to obtain the highest yield possible when selecting investments, providing that criteria for 
safety and liquidity are met.  Ordinarily, because investments normally carry a positive yield curve, (i.e., 
longer term investments have higher rates than shorter maturities), the City attempts to stagger its 
maturities to meet anticipated cash needs in such a way that new investment money can be placed in 
maturities that carry a higher rate that is available in the short market of 30 days or under. Furthermore, 
maturities are selected to anticipate cash needs of the City, thereby obviating the need for forced liquidation. 
 
City Constraints 
 
The City Treasurer is responsible for managing the City’s investment portfolio in accordance with Federal and 
State laws as well as this policy. Longer term investments (i.e., over one year) are limited to maturities of five 
years or less. 

 
The City strives to maintain an appropriate level of investment of all funds through daily and projected cash 
flow determinations. Idle cash management and investment transactions are the responsibility of the City 
Treasurer in consultation with the Finance Director. 
 
The basic premise underlying the City’s investment philosophy is, and will continue to be, to insure that 
money is always safe and available when needed. 
 
The City Treasurer or the Deputy Treasurer and/or Finance Director in the absence of the City Treasurer shall 
continually review the financial condition of proposed depositories of City funds.  The City should demand a 
copy of the latest financial statements and audit reports prior to investment and any reports issued during 
the period of the investment. 
 
Investment Strategy 
 
1. When making an investment decision, the purchase of an investment is made with the intent of holding 

that investment to maturity. 
 
2. Cash flow projections are fully utilized to balance the liquidity needs at all times. 
 
3. At least bi-weekly, economic forecasts are obtained from financial experts in the field through bankers 

and brokers. 
 
4. Close rapport is maintained with the City Manager, Finance Director, Public Works and other 

departments having a significant impact on cash flow. 
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5. The City will invest all City and Successor Agency to the Redevelopment Agency funds and the estimated 
checking accounts float, except for those amounts required by the City’s banks to pay for bank services 
furnished to the City. 

  
6. Depending on market conditions, time deposits are maintained in commercial banks and savings and loan 

institutions.  Particular attention is paid to investment opportunities available from financial institutions 
within the City of San Fernando so as to contribute to the economic vitality of the community. 

 
7. Safekeeping: Securities purchased from brokers/dealers shall be held in third party safekeeping by the 

City’s third party custodian. Said securities shall be held in the name of the City of San Fernando with the 
trustee executing investment transactions as directed by the Treasurer. 

 
Prohibited and Restricted Investments 
 
The City will not invest in derivative-type investments which are now prohibited by law, inverse floaters, 
range notes, interest- only strips derived from a mortgage pool, equity linked securities, swaps, 
margin/leveraging, and any security that could result in zero interest accrual if held to maturity. The City will 
not invest in reverse repurchase agreements. The City will not engage in speculative buying. 

Investment Policy Adoption 
 
The investment plan and strategy are reviewed and updated as needed, and no less often than annually. 

SECTION III. EX CEPTIONS 
 
There will be no exceptions to this policy, except as may be approved by the City Council. 

SECTION IV. AUTHORITY 
 
By order of City Council Resolution No. 8066, Policy adopted by the City Council on May 17, 2021. 
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To: Mayor Sylvia Ballin and Councilmembers 
  
From:  Nick Kimball, City Manager 
 By: J. Diego Ibañez, Director of Finance/City Treasurer 
   
Date:  May 17, 2021 
 
Subject: Consideration to Adopt a Resolution Authorizing the City Treasurer and Treasurer 

Assistant to Invest Surplus Funds 
 

RECOMMENDATION: 

It is recommended that the City Council adopt Resolution No. 8067 (Attachment “A”) authorizing 
the City Treasurer and Treasurer Assistant to invest surplus funds. 
 
  
BACKGROUND: 

Pursuant to Government Code Section 53607, the City Council may delegate to the City Treasurer 
the authority to make investments.  The City Council has delegated this authority to the City 
Treasurer and Treasurer Assistant in past years.  The Government Code requires that, if the City 
Council wishes to delegate this authority to the Treasurer, this delegation must be readopted 
annually. 
 
The Resolution would renew for one year the delegation to the City Treasurer and Treasurer 
Assistant the authority to invest surplus funds of the City. 
 
 
BUDGET IMPACT: 

There is no impact to the budget associated with authorizing the City Treasurer and Treasurer 
Assistant to invest surplus funds as staff time involved in associated work is included in the 
Finance Department’s work plan. 
 
 
ATTACHMENT: 

A. Resolution No. 8067 
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RESOLUTION NO. 8067 
 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF SAN 
FERNANDO, CALIFORNIA, AUTHORIZING THE CITY TREASURER 
AND TREASURER ASSISTANT TO INVEST SURPLUS FUNDS 

 
WHEREAS, the City Council of the City of San Fernando has determined that, as a policy 

and practice of the City, any monies (“Surplus Funds”) in a sinking fund of, or surplus money in, 
its treasury not required for the immediate necessities of the City, may be invested in such a 
manner as to maximize the return thereof for the benefit of the City, its citizens and its taxpayers. 

 
NOW, THEREFORE, THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF SAN FERNANDO DOES HEREBY 

RESOLVE, FIND, DETERMINE, AND ORDER AS FOLLOWS: 
 
SECTION 1. Any portion of any Surplus Funds in a sinking fund of, or surplus money in, 

the City Treasury not required for the immediate necessities of the City may be invested by the 
City in any investment medium permissible under state law for the investment of the funds of a 
General Law city. 

 
SECTION 2. The investment of all Surplus Funds shall be made and maintained 

pursuant to Section 53601 of Title 5, Division 2 of the California Government Code. 
 
SECTION 3. The authority of the City Council to invest or to reinvest surplus funds of 

the City, or to sell or exchange securities so purchased, is hereby delegated by the City Council to 
the Treasurer of the City (“Treasurer”) and to the Deputy Treasurer of the City (“Deputy 
Treasurer”), who both shall assume full responsibility for such transactions until such time as this 
delegation of authority is revoked, and who shall make monthly reports of any and all such 
transactions to the City Council. 

 
SECTION 4. The authority of the City Council is hereby delegated to the Treasurer or 

Deputy Treasurer to deposit for safekeeping with a federally chartered or state chartered savings 
and loan association, a trust company or a state or national bank located within the State of 
California or with the Federal Reserve Bank of San Francisco or any branch thereof within the 
state, or with any Federal Reserve Bank or with any state or national bank located in any city 
designated as a reserve city by the Boards of Governors of the Federal Reserve System, the bonds, 
notes, bills, debentures, obligations, certificates of indebtedness, warrants, or other evidences 
of indebtedness in which the Surplus Funds of the City is invested pursuant to this Resolution.  
The Treasurer or Deputy Treasurer shall take from such financial institution a receipt for 
securities so deposited.  The Treasurer or Deputy Treasurer shall not be responsible for securities 
delivered to and receipted for by a financial institution until they are withdrawn from the 
financial institution by the Treasurer or Deputy Treasurer. 

 
SECTION 5. The City Clerk shall certify to the adoption of this resolution and shall cause 

a certified resolution to be filed in the Office of the City Clerk. 

 ATTACHMENT “A” 
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PASSED, APPROVED, AND ADOPTED this 17th day of May 2021. 
 
  
ATTEST: 
              

Sylvia Ballin, Mayor of the City of San 
Fernando, California 

      
Julia Fritz, City Clerk 
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CERTIFICATION 
 
 
 
I, City Clerk of the City of San Fernando, California, do hereby certify that the foregoing is a full, 
true, and correct copy of Resolution No. 8067 which was regularly introduced and adopted by 
the City Council of the City of San Fernando, California, at a regular meeting thereof held on the 
17th day of May, 2021, by the following vote of the City Council: 
 
 

AYES:  
 
NAYS:  
 
ABSENT:  
 
ABSTAINED:  

 
 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand and affixed the official seal of the 
City of San Fernando, California, this _____ day of _________, ____.  
 
 
 
 

  
Julia Fritz, City Clerk 
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To: Mayor Sylvia Ballin and Councilmembers 

From:  Nick Kimball, City Manager 
By: J. Diego Ibañ ez, Director of Finance/City Treasurer 

Date: May 17, 2021 

Subject: Consideration to Approve a Business License Permit for Used Car Dealer Located 
at 1702 San Fernando Road 

RECOMMENDATION: 

It is recommended that the City Council approve a Business Permit for Kustom Carz to operate 
a business as a used car dealership at 1702 San Fernando Road, pursuant to City Code Section 
22-215. 

BACK GROUND: 

1. On March 23, 2021, Kustom Carz applied for a Business License to operate a used car 
dealership at 1702 San Fernando Road. 

2. On April 19, 2021, the owner of Kustom Carz applied for a Commercial Business Occupancy 
Permit to operate a used car dealership. The permit was approved by the Community 
Development Department on April 27, 2021. 

 
3. On April 19, 2021, Kustom Carz applied for and submitted an application for a Business 

License Permit (Attachment “A”) to operate a used car dealership at 1702 San Fernando 
Road. 
 

4. On April 28, 2021 the Business License Permit Application was approved the Police 
Department and Community Development Department, respectively. 

 
 
ANALYSIS: 

Article III of Chapter 22 of the San Fernando City Code (SFCC) requires certain types of 
businesses (see section 22-215, which is included as Attachment “B”) to obtain a Business 
Permit as a prerequisite to receiving their regular Business License. Business Permits require 
the approval of the City Council. 
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Each affected business must file an application, in writing, specifying where the business is 
proposed to operate. Once approved, the permit is valid for the calendar year, or a shorter 
period of time as may be prescribed by any resolution of the City Council or in the Permit. 
 
Applications are submitted to the Finance Department and reviewed by the Police, Community 
Development and Public Works departments for compliance with all applicable regulations. 
Completed applications are on file in the Finance Department. 
 
If the Business Permit is approved, it will expire on December 31, 2021.  The applicant will be 
required to submit a renewal application as part of the 2022 Business License Permit renewal 
process. 
 
 
BUDGET IMPACT: 

The Business Permit fees previously adopted by the City Council ensure the administrative costs 
associated with said application are recovered by the City. 
 
 
CONCLUSION: 

It is City staff’s assessment that Kustom Carz meets all the requirements for the Business 
License Permit, which will allow it to operate a used car dealership in the City. 
 
 
ATTACHMENTS: 

A. Business License Permit Application 
B. Article III of Chapter 22 of the San Fernando City Code (SFCC) 
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ATTACHMENT "A"
l H f Ctr'I' o, 

SAN _E ANill 
BUSINESS LICENSE PERMIT APPLICATION 

Please print or t:ype in black ink. 

1. APPLICANT INFORMATION 
NAME OF CANT 

2. BUSINESS INFORMATION 

; NAMEOFBUSINESS C'a n-- '"'['~'~"~12--Ei:1 0 

r1orR~-(jVl k. VliJYldD ,it c;w 'IT~.0() c7iZIP ~l;4C, 

3. TYPE OF ORGANIZATION 

~dividual D Partnership D Corporation 

-
4. IF OTHER THAN INDIVIDUAL, UST THE NAMES AND ADDRESSES OF ALL OFFICERS AND/OR PARTNERS 

I NAME ADDR ESS CITY 

1 NAME ADDRESS CITY 

l NAME ADDRESS CITY 

.. 
S. TYPE OF BUSINESS FOR WHICH BUSINESS IS REQUESTED 

us~c~ Car ·o.ec\l(' J~llt )· 
6. ITEMS OF MERCHANDISE TO BE SOLD 

7. SOURCE OF MERCHANDISE TO BE SOLD IF OTHER THAN NEW 

. --kvcti u , 13 . 
' 

STATE, ZIP CODE 

STATE, ZIP CODE 

STATE, ZIP CODE 

1 8. IS THE BUSINESS FOR WHICH A PERMIT IS REQUESTED THE PRIMARY BUSINESS AT THESE PREMISES? 

-I-
IF NO, WHAT PERCENTAGE OF THE TOTAL WILLE FROM THE BUSINESS COVERED BY THIS PERMIT?~ 

'~ves D No 

9. WHAT IS THE PRIMARY BUSINESS AT THIS LOCATION? 

10. IS THIS A NEW BUSINESS AT THIS ADDRESS OR HAVE YOU PURCHASED AN EXISTING BUSINESS? 

D Yes ~No 
I IF YES, GIVE THE NAME OF THE PREVIOUS OWNER AND THE NAME OF THE BUSI NESS. 

( . 
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ATTACHMENT "A"
sANfERNANID BUSINESS LICENSE PERMIT APPLICATION 

11. HAVE YOU ENGAGED IN THIS TYPE OF BUSINESS IN ANOTHER AREA? 

es O No 

---------------- -- -12. LIST THE NAMES AND ADDRESSES OF AT LEAST THREE REFERENCES NOT RELATED BY BLOOD OR 
MARRIAGE 

BEEN ARRESTED AND CONVICTED FOR ANY OFFENSE OTHER THAN A TRAFFIC 

IF YES, LIST DATES, OFFENSES AND PLACES 

□ Yes ~o 

14. PROPERTY OWNER INFORMATION 

0 Copy of applicant's valid driver's license 
D Photograph of the applicant taken within 60 days immediately prior to the date of filing the applicat ion. Photograph must be at least 2" x 2N showing the head and shoulders of the applicant in a clear and d istinguishing manner. 

I DECLARE, UNDER PENALTY OF MAKING A FALSE STATEMENT, THAT THIS APPLICATION IS MADE BY ME, THAT I AM AUTHORIZED TO KE THIS APPLICATION AND THAT TO THE BEST OF MY KNOWLEDGE AND 
ND COMPLETE STATEMENT. 

~------------~ ~ +-+--6 -~~ 
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DO NOT WRITE BELOW THIS LINE. FOR OFFICE USE ONLY 

Approved for zoning by ______ ..... ~~ ---------- Date 6/ J-iff / 1.,.1 

Approved for occupancy by Fire Department.~--~.J-- -,it!.==---_:.::::,.._____ Date ____ _ 

Date '-l l ~s-f 2oz.., 

Ifnot approved by any of the above departments use this space to explain. 

Date on Council Agenda. _____________________ _____ _ 

Approved _ _ _______ _____ Disapproved ___________ _ _ 

Comments: _____________ ___________ ______ _ 
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Sec. 22-215. - Fees. 

(a)  

Schedule. The city council shall not accept any application for any permit required to be obtained 
by this article or by any other ordinance or law or for the renewal of such permit, unless the 
application is accompanied by the fee prescribed in the following schedule:  

Business or Activity for Which Permit is Required  Original  
Fee  

Renewal  
Fee  

Antique shop  $ 50.00  $ 10.00  
Arcade  50.00  25.00  
Auction (jewelry)  100.00   
Auctioneer  100.00  15.00  
Auto rental  25.00  15.00  
Auto repossessor:    
 Owner  50.00  25.00  

 Employee  10.00  10.00  
Auto wrecking  300.00  25.00  
Bath  10.00  10.00  
Bowling alley  25.00  10.00  
Boxing (amateur) contest  25.00  25.00  
Carnival  25.00  25.00  
Closing-out sale  100.00  25.00  
Dance, public (only one)  None   
Dancehall:    
 Cafe, bar where liquor is sold  100.00  10.00  

 Public  50.00  10.00  
Dancing academy  10.00  10.00  
Dancing club  25.00  10.00  
Escort bureau  100.00  50.00  
Fire sale  100.00  25.00  
Fireworks sale  25.00  25.00  
Game, skill and chance  25.00  10.00  
Handbill (as defined in section 6-31) distribution business  25.00  10.00  
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Junk and/or refuse collector  25.00  10.00  
Junk dealer  50.00  10.00  
Massage parlor  25.00  10.00  
Merry-go-round  10.00  10.00  
Pawnbroker  200.00  25.00  
Pool room  25.00  10.00  
Pool tables (two only), incidental to main business activity, per table  25.00  10.00  
Private patrol  25.00  10.00  
Secondhand dealer:    
 Auto parts  50.00  10.00  

 Books  50.00  10.00  

 General  50.00  10.00  

 Jewelry  50.00  25.00  

 Used automobile vehicles  300.00  25.00  
Shooting gallery  25.00  10.00  
Show (in liquor establishment)  25.00  10.00  
Skating rink  50.00  25.00  
Street speaking  10.00  10.00  
Swap meet operator  100.00  25.00  
Tattooing and/or body piercing  50.00  25.00  
Trailer camps  25.00  10.00  
Applications for changing location of a business for which a permit has been 
granted  10.00   
Change of ownership to be applicable only when the new owner is already 
operating under a permit issued pursuant to this article  10.00   
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To: Mayor Sylvia Ballin and Councilmembers 

From:  Nick Kimball, City Manager  

Date: May 17, 2021 

Subject: Presentation and Discussion of the Updated Community Outreach Plan by Azure 
Development, Inc., for the Opportunity Site at Parking Lot No. 3 

RECOMMENDATION: 

It is recommended that the City Council: 

a. Receive and file a presentation regarding an updated community outreach with Azure 
Development, Inc.;  and 
 

b. Provide staff with direction regarding the updated community outreach plan, as appropriate. 

BACK GROUND: 

1. On March 4, 2019, Kosmont Companies, the City’s economic development consultant,
presented a Downtown San Fernando Economic Development and Asset Analysis in an 
informational City Council study session.  Subsequently, the City Council directed staff to 
designate the City-owned Parking Lot No. 3 site as a potential development opportunity site.

2. On September 24, 2019, the City hosted a Downtown Opportunity Site Community Meeting. 
Feedback from the Community Meeting and related online survey are summarized in a 
Memorandum that is available on the City of San Fernando website at SFCITY.ORG/Economic-
Development.  

3. On December 19, 2019, the City issued a Request for Developer Qualifications (“RFQ”) for 
Parking Lot No. 3 Mixed/Blended-Use Development Opportunity – 1.44 Acres on San 
Fernando Mission Blvd. and Celis St. to over 200 entertainment and mixed/blended-use 
developers (available on the City of San Fernando website at SFCITY.ORG/Economic-
Development). 

4. On January 31, 2020, the City received a response to the RFQ from a development team led 
by Azure Development, Inc. (“Azure”), a non-profit real estate development corporation, 
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based in Commerce, CA, which was vetted and determined to be a responsible developer that 
met the qualifications in the RFQ.  

 
5. On July 20, 2020, the City Council approved an Exclusive Negotiation Agreement (ENA) 

(Contract No. 1959) with Azure for a one-year term, with two six-month options to extend, 
to conduct project feasibility study, and, if feasible, to negotiate a development agreement 
for the Parking Lot No. 3 opportunity site. 

 
6. On February 1, 2021, the City Council received a presentation from Azure regarding an initial 

draft community outreach plan (Attachment “A”).  The City Council provided feedback 
regarding the outreach plan and provided direction to move forward.  

 
7. In March 2021, Azure released an online community survey to collect input as part of their 

outreach efforts and can be accessed at the following links: 
 
a. English: https://qrd9ctz2n52.typeform.com/to/hFmDeMg5 
b. Spanish: https://qrd9ctz2n52.typeform.com/to/pqfI8kHV 

 
 
ANALYSIS: 

Overview of the Development Opportunity Site. 
Parking Lot No. 3 is an approximately 1.44-acre site owned by the City that is bounded by San 
Fernando Mission Boulevard to the northwest, Celis St. to the northeast, Pico St. to the 
southwest, and a set of commercial buildings fronting Maclay Ave. to the southeast.  The site lies 
within the Downtown Residential overlay of the Downtown District of the Corridors Specific Plan 
(“SP-5”) area zone.  
 
While the site is currently being used as a 144-space public parking lot, the City has been 
interested in redeveloping the surface parking lot through a public-private partnership.  As noted 
in SP-5, “The Downtown District is established for the purpose of creating a lively, mixed-use, 
transit-oriented ‘center of the city’ where the community of San Fernando comes together.” 
Accordingly, the City pursued a catalytic blended-use project that develops connections with the 
main-street shops of the San Fernando Mall along with existing and future transit lines. Through 
the RFQ process, the City sought a blended-use developer to evaluate development of the site to 
achieve goals of the Downtown District. 
 
The City and Azure entered into an ENA to establish a specific limited period of time to negotiate 
regarding the terms of the development of the project on the site. The ENA period requires time 
to perform project shaping and due diligence work, study feasibility of the project, conduct 
community outreach and collect community input, and, if feasible, negotiate terms for a binding 
development agreement for a project to move forward.  
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Community Outreach Plan. 
Of particular importance, the community outreach plan outlines how Azure will involve the 
community and stakeholders in the site planning process and update them on the progress of 
the proposed project.  
 
The community outreach plan was last presented in February 2021 when Los Angeles County had 
just emerged from a second “Stay at Home” order and significant economic and social distancing 
restrictions were still in effect to respond to the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic. 
 
During that meeting, the City Council concurred with Azure’s proposal to utilize the following 
community input and outreach tools: 
 

• Stakeholder meetings 
• Phone Outreach 
• Town Hall meetings on Zoom 
• Digital engagement 
• Project hotline 
• Small and local business engagement  
• Door-to-door outreach 

 
Azure was limited in their ability to conduct effective community outreach due to the social 
distancing restrictions in place at the time.  Los Angeles County is now in the Yellow (minimal) 
Tier of the State’s Blueprint for a Safer Economy structure and a significant number of persons 
are now fully vaccinated, which provides more opportunity for effective community outreach.  
Consequently, City Council has asked Azure to provide an updated community outreach plan for 
City Council input. 
 
 
BUDGET IMPACT: 

There is no budget impact for discussing this item. Note that Azure is responsible for all costs 
related to implementation of the draft community outreach plan, and is responsible for 
reimbursing City for staff and consultant costs related to the ENA. The terms of the ENA included 
Azure providing a $10,000 payment following ENA approval, an additional $15,000 progress 
payment, and with any additional reimbursement costs to be defined. 
 
 
CONCLUSION: 

Staff recommends that the City Council receive and file the presentation and provide direction, 
as appropriate, for the next steps of the community outreach plan due diligence for the 
development opportunity site at Parking Lot No. 3. 
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ATTACHMENT: 

A. Community Outreach Plan Presentation (to be provided at the City Council Meeting) 
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To: Mayor Sylvia Ballin and Councilmembers 
  
From:  Nick Kimball, City Manager 
 By: J. Diego Ibañez, Director of Finance 
   
Date:  May 17, 2021 
 
Subject: Fiscal Year 2021-2022 Budget Study Session No. 1 

RECOMMENDATION: 

It is recommended that the City Council review and discuss the Fiscal Year (FY) 2021-2022 
Proposed Budget. 
  
 
BACKGROUND: 

1. On March 3, 2021, the City Council received a presentation of the FY 2019-2020 final audited 
financials, FY 2020-2021 Mid-year Budget update, and FY 2021-2022 Budget Outlook.  This 
marked the kick-off of the FY 2021-2022 Budget season. 
 

2. During April 2021, the City Manager and Director of Finance met with each Department 
to develop the FY 2021-2022 Proposed Budget, which includes revenues and expenditures 
for the General Fund, Enterprise Funds, and all Special Revenue Funds. 

 
3. Budget Study Sessions are scheduled for May 17, 2021, May 24, 2021 and June 2, 2021 (if 

necessary) to discuss the proposed budget for each department in detail.  
 
 
ANALYSIS: 

The theme of the FY 2021-2022 Proposed Budget is to recover from the COVID-19 pandemic and 
invest in City services.  In FY 2020-2021, each Department was asked to reduce their operating 
budget by 10%.  That reduction has been restored to each Department’s base budget for FY 2021-
2022.   City staff used the City Council adopted Strategic Goals 2022-2027 as guiding principles 
for developing the FY 2021-2022 Proposed Budget.  All FY 2020-2021 Accomplishments, FY 2021-
2022 Objectives (i.e., Work Plan) and Enhancements were reviewed and approved through the 
lens of the adopted Strategic Goals. 
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More than $2.75 million in enhancement requests were submitted by City Departments.  After 
initial review of the budget, the City Manager is recommending $488,601 in ongoing 
enhancements and $905,417 in one-time enhancements for the General Fund.  
 
Overall, the General Fund has a budget surplus (i.e., total revenue less total expenditures) of 
approximately $171,000.  Although the Proposed Budget presents a budget surplus, there are a 
number of critical outstanding variables that could quickly erode the surplus, primarily unknown 
costs related to a potential resurgence of COVID-19 cases.  More information regarding the FY 
2021-2022 Proposed General Fund Budget will be provided during the scheduled Budget Study 
Sessions. 
 
Measure A and Measure SF.  
In June 2013, San Fernando voters approved a 0.50% local transaction use tax (Measure A) for a 
period of seven years.  In November 2018, voters approved to extend the tax indefinitely, which 
will provide financial stability to the City in the foreseeable future.  In FY 2021-2022, Measure A 
is projected to raise approximately $2.4 million.   
 
In November 2020, San Fernando voters approved an additional 0.25% local transaction use tax 
(Measure SF) to keep sales tax local and avoid other taxing entities from passing a transaction tax 
that would otherwise be imposed on San Fernando customers, but spent regionally rather than 
locally.  More than 56% of voters supported Measure SF, which will make approximately $1.5 
million available for street and sidewalk improvements; public infrastructure; local business 
reinvestment; public Wi-Fi; long-term debt reduction; wage and other general municipal 
purposes. 
 
Funds raised through these transaction taxes (cumulatively 0.75%) are imperative to the City’s 
long-term financial stability and will continue be used to pay off existing debt, strengthen rainy 
day fund reserves, enhance services to the community and provide the financial resources 
necessary to implement the City’s Strategic Goals 2022-2027. 
 
Capital Improvements. 
More information regarding the FY 2021-2022 Proposed Capital Improvement Budget will be 
provided under separate cover and will be discussed in detail during the scheduled Budget Study 
Sessions. 
 
An analysis of the FY 2021-2022 Proposed Budget may be found in the City Manager’s Budget 
Message included in the Proposed Budget document. 
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BUDGET IMPACT: 

In accordance with the City’s Budget Policy, the FY 2021-2022 Proposed General Fund Budget 
represents a balanced budget, with General Fund revenues of $22.35 million and expenditures 
of $22.18 million, estimating a surplus of approximately $170,000. 
 
 
CONCLUSION: 

The objective of the FY 2021-2022 Proposed Budget is four-fold: 1) begin to finalize the impact 
of the COVID-19 pandemic, including, but not limited to, finalize any labor costs and equipment 
expenses incurred during this time and seek proper state and federal program reimbursements 
for pandemic costs, 2) enhance City services to meet the City Council’s adopted Strategic Goals 
3) appropriate capital funds to meet the City Council’s adopted Strategic Goals and reduce 
deferred maintenance of the City’s infrastructure, and 4) continue to rebuild the General Fund 
reserve balance to meet the City’ Financial Reserve Policy.   
 
 
ATTACHMENT: 

A. FY 2021-2022 Proposed Budget - provided under separate cover and is available on the City’s 
website at the following link: WWW.SFCITY.ORG/Financial-Documents  
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To: Mayor Sylvia Ballin and Councilmembers 

From:  Nick Kimball, City Manager 

Date: May 17, 2021 

Subject: Presentation and Update Regarding COVID-19 Response Efforts  

RECOMMENDATION: 

Receive a presentation from staff related to the City’s COVID-19 efforts, including, but not limited 
to: 

a. Review of the City’s COVID-19 planning, response, enforcement, and education efforts, and 
related policy initiatives;  and 
 

b. Review of financial assistance programs and the pursuit of funding opportunities, and related 
recommendations, as appropriate. 

 
 
BACK GROUND/ ANALYSIS: 
 
This discussion is meant to provide City Council and staff the opportunity to discuss all items 
related to the City’s response efforts and policy initiatives related to the COVID-19 pandemic, 
including, but not limited to, discussion of financial hardship programs and other potential 
stimulus funding. 
 
Staff Updates. 

State of California COVID-19 Updates. 
Staff will provide an update on the State of California’s Blueprint for a Safer Economy plan 
(Attachment “A”).  The County of Los Angeles entered the Yellow Tier on May 5, 2021 and 
remains in that Tier as of the posting of this report. 
 
Los Angeles County Department of Public Health (LACDPH) Safer At Home Health Order. 
Staff will provide an update on key COVID-19 related metrics (Attachment “B”).  Please visit the 
City’s website for current Health Orders issued by the LACDPH: 
SFCITY.ORG/Coronavirus/# Health-Officer-Order.  
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Health Order Enforcement. 
Staff will provide an update on current enforcement efforts during the meeting, if requested. 
 
COVID-19 Vaccine Distribution. 
Effective April 15, 2021, all California residents age 16 and older are eligible to be vaccinated.  Los 
Angeles County residents in have three options to register for an appointment to receive the 
COVID-19 vaccine: 

• LACDPH Online portal: VaccinateLACounty.com  
• Los Angeles Fire Department Online portal: CarbonHealth.com/COVID-19-Vaccines 
• LACDPH Call Center (between 8 am and 8:30 pm): (833) 540-0473 

This information is also available on the City’s website: SFCITY.ORG/Coronavirus/#COVID-19-
Vaccine.  

Per data provided by LACDPH as of May 2, 2021, 9,979 (51.3%) of San Fernando residents over 
the age of 16 and 2,069 (80.4%) of San Fernando residents over the age of 65 have received at 
least one dose of the COVID-19 Vaccine.   
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Upcoming Vaccination Opportunities. 
The City has been working with many community and healthcare partners to provide 
opportunities for eligible San Fernando residents to receive the vaccine.  Residents may register 
online (SFCITY.ORG/CORONAVIRUS/#COVID-19-Vaccine) to receive vaccine specific updates. 
 
The following vaccination opportunities are available in the City of San Fernando in May 2021: 

 
• San Fernando Recreation Park: Vaccine appointments are offered Tuesdays through 

Saturdays (subject to vaccine availability). Residents may register online at 
Carbonhealth.com/COVID-19-Vaccines/Los-Angeles. 
 

• Kidneys Quest Foundation: On May 22, 2021, May 23, 2021, June 12, 2021, and June 13, 
2021, there will be a mobile vaccination clinic offering the Pfizer vaccine. Residents may 
register online at RemediaCare.md-hq.com/schedule_unregistered (select “Mobile 
Vaccination Site 1”, then select the date, then select the “1058 N. Maclay Ave, San 
Fernando” site).  
 

• Santa Rosa Catholic Church: On May 26, 2021 and May 27, 2021, there will be a mobile 
vaccination clinic offering the Pfizer vaccine. Residents may register online at 
Curative.com/sites/27735. 
 

• Knights of Columbus: On June 4, 2021, there will be a mobile vaccination clinic offering 
the Janssen J&J vaccine. Residents may register online at Curative.com/sites/28340. 
 

• Vaughn International Studies Academy Vaccination Clinic for Seniors Age 65+: There will 
be a mobile vaccination clinic every Monday, Wednesday and Friday. Residents may call 
(818) 847-3860 to schedule an appointment. 
 

• San Fernando Community Health Center and Northeast Valley Health Corporation: Both 
of these federally qualified health centers receive a limited supply of vaccine.  Residents 
may contact the following vaccination hotlines for additional information: 

o San Fernando Community Health Center: Call (818) 963-5690. 
o Northeast Valley Health Corp: Call (818) 792-4949 to check availability. 

 
As usually happens during a crises, misinformation is circulating about vaccines and scammers 
are at work trying to cheat people out of their money.  The DPH has developed COVID-19 Vaccine 
Frequently Asked Questions (Attachment “D”), Myths about COVID-19 Vaccines (Attachment 
“E”), and COVID-19 Vaccine Scams (Attachment “F”) informational brochures. Additional 
information relating to the COVID-19 vaccine may be found on the DPH website:  
http://publichealth.lacounty.gov/media/Coronavirus/vaccine/. 
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COVID-19 Relief Programs. 
The City Council has approved a number of COVID-19 Relief Programs and is working with staff 
to develop additional relief programs. Please visit the City’s website: 
SFCITY.ORG/Coronavirus/#Business-Resources for more information on the City’s COVID-19 
Relief Programs. 
 
City Facilities Reopening. 
Effective, April 19, 2021, City Hall reopened to the public with normal hours (i.e., Monday through 
Thursday, 7:30 am to 5:30 pm).  City Hall will remain closed on Fridays and certain services will 
be by appointment only until California progresses to the Beyond the Blueprint for a Safer 
Economy plan on June 15, 2021.  

 
All visitors to City Hall must adhere to the County of Los Angeles Department of Public Health 
guidelines for physical distancing and must wear a cloth face covering at all times to help slow 
the spread of COVID-19 in our community.  

 
Most indoor recreational facilities remain closed to the public.  Customers are urged to contact 
the Recreation and Community Services Department at (818) 898-1290 or Recreation@sfcity.org 
prior to visiting to check on availability of services.    
 
Outdoor Fitness classes, including Zumba and Total Body Conditioning, began at Las Palmas Park in 
March 2021. Masks and physical distancing are required and strictly enforced. Additional program 
information is available on the City’s website: SFCITY.ORG/SFRecreation/#Outdoor-Fitness.  
 
LiveSan services and the Court Commitment Program have both resumed at the Police 
Department. Customers are urged to contact the Police Department at (818) 898-1267 or 
Police@sfcity.org prior to visiting to check on availability of services. 
 
 
BUDGET IMPACT: 
 
American Rescue Plan Act. 
On March 12, 2021, President Biden signed the American Rescue Plan Act into law.  The American 
Rescue Plan provides, among other items, payments to individuals of up to $1,400 per person, 
extended unemployment benefits, and fiscal stimulus funding paid directly to state and local 
governments.  The primary provisions impacting state and local governments include: 
 

• Provides $350 billion in state and local fiscal recovery funds.  No estimate yet as to how 
much the City of San Fernando may receive. 

• Divides the local allocation of funds into two equal tranches of payments spaced 12 
months apart. Cities would receive the first half allocation 60 days after enactment and 
the other half one year later.  
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• Cities can use funds for revenue loss and necessary infrastructure investments like water, 
sewer, and broadband infrastructure.  Funds cannot be used for offsetting a tax cut or 
pension funds. 

• Creates a new $10 billion Critical Infrastructure Projects program for broadband 
infrastructure. 

 
Additional details will be provided by staff as it becomes available. 
 
Prior Coronavirus Relief Funds. 
The overall total that the City of San Fernando received from the Coronavirus Relief Funds (CRF) 
from the Department of Finance of the State of California through the first CARES Act was 
$311,234.   Given how much staff time was needed to provide continuity of service to the 
residents, including increased public safety, Health Officer Order enforcement, cleaning and 
maintenance at City parks and facilities, and creation/distribution of information, as well as the 
need for PPE at the inception of the pandemic,  City Council approved using the funds to 
reimburse the City of the following COVID response related expenses: 
  

City COVID-19 Response Expenses 
Personnel Costs  $250,000 
Department Supplies $61,234 
Total Costs $311,234 

  
The City’s Finance Department has tracked and continues to monitor these expenses.  The total 
year to day (March 2020 – April 2021) expenses for labor are $368,102 (inclusive of the most 
recent  payroll) and $187,517 for supplies  (as of the most recent accounts payable run) totaling 
$555,619.  The amount due to the City for outstanding water services is $161,966 down from 
$359,128; staff has seen an increase in water payments due to possible stimulas funds and/or 
tax returns; also since the suspencion of delinquent fees, water account eposit funds have been 
applied to accounts opened within the pandemic year.  
 
 
ATTACHMENTS: 
 
A. California Blueprint for a Safer Economy 
B. City of San Fernando and LA County Daily COVID-19 Data – as of March 31, 2021 
C. COVID-19 Vaccine Frequently Asked Questions 
D. Myths about COVID-19 Vaccines 
E. COVID-19 Vaccine Scams 
F. Coping with Stress 
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As of 5/11/21 

CALIFORNIA BLUEPRINT FOR A SAFER ECONOMY 
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City of San Fernando Daily COVID-19 Data 
 
SOURCE:  
http://publichealth.lacounty.gov/media/Coronavirus/data/index.htm; statistics captured daily. 
 

Graph 1: Daily COVID-19 Cases and Deaths in the City of San Fernando (as of May 10, 2021) 

Total Cases: 5,265 
Total Deaths: 62 
 

 

 
 

 

 -
 1,000
 2,000
 3,000
 4,000
 5,000
 6,000

City of San Fernando Daily COVID-19 Data

CASES

 -
 10
 20
 30
 40
 50
 60
 70

City of San Fernando Daily COVID-19 Data

DEATHS

May 17, 2021 CC/SA Agenda

Page 82 of 105

http://publichealth.lacounty.gov/media/Coronavirus/data/index.htm


Los Angeles County Daily COVID-19 Data 

SOURCE:  
http://publichealth.lacounty.gov/media/Coronavirus/data/index.htm;  5/12/21 @  3 pm. 

Graph 1: Daily Reported Persons Tested for COVID-19 

7-Day Daily Average: 59,219 
Total Number of People Tested: 6,592,476 
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Graph 2: Daily Reported Percent Positive for COVID-19 

7-Day Daily Average: 0.70%  
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Graph 3: Daily Number of COVID-19 Hospitalizations 

Current Hospitalizations (5/11/21): 374 
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Updated 4/30/21: This update provides information on the three COVID-19 vaccines that are now 
authorized in the US. These vaccines are made by Moderna, Pfizer, and Janssen/Johnson & Johnson (J&J).  

Why is vaccination important? 
Vaccination is a safe and effective way to prevent disease. Vaccines save millions of lives each year. When 
we get vaccinated, we aren’t just protecting ourselves, but also those around us. You can help stop the 
pandemic by getting a COVID-19 vaccine when one is available to you. 

How well do the vaccines work? 
In the vaccine studies, all 3 vaccines were very effective at preventing severe illnesses, hospitalizations, 
and deaths from COVID-19. You can’t directly compare the results of the trials for the J&J/Janssen and the 
mRNA vaccines because: 

• The studies were done at different times and in different locations - so the level of infection in
the communities and the type and number of viral variants varied.

• The studies used different groups of people who had different rates of underlying illness.
• The studies used different definitions of cases, side effects, and serious events.

Because all three vaccines performed equally well at preventing serious illness, hospitalizations, and 
deaths, the best vaccine to get is the one that is being offered to you. 

GETTING THE VACCINE 

Will I have to pay to get a COVID-19 vaccine? 
No. If you have insurance, your doctor or pharmacy may charge your insurance company a fee for giving 
the vaccine. People without health insurance can get COVID-19 vaccines at no cost. There are no out-of-
pocket payments for anyone. 

Will I be asked about my immigration status when I get a COVID-19 vaccine? 
No. COVID-19 vaccine is being given to Los Angeles County residents at no cost regardless of immigration 
status. You should not be asked about your immigration status when you get a COVID vaccine. Your 
medical information is private and getting a COVID-19 vaccine does not affect your immigration status. 
You do not need a government-issued ID or a letter from your employer to get a vaccine. For questions 
about immigratration, visit the Office of Immigrant Affairs webpage oia.lacounty.gov or call 800-593-8222. 

Where is vaccine being given? 
Public Health and county, city, community, and healthcare partners are working together to vaccinate 
people in eligible groups at many different locations. Vaccines are available at over 600 vaccination sites 
throughout LA County. 

These include: 
• Large vaccination sites called PODs (Point of Dispensing sites) or hubs
• Health clinics and Federally Qualified Health Centers (FQHCs)
• Pharmacies
• Some workplaces, including hospitals
• Some senior housing developments and senior centers
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• Mobile vaccination units 
• Skilled nursing facilities (SNFs) and long-term care facilities with congregate living, such as 

assisted living 
• Special community vaccination sites run by Public Health and county, city, community, and 

healthcare partners 
 
How can I get vaccinated? 
Visit VaccinateLACounty.com, click on “How to Get Vaccinated” and follow the steps on the webpage.  You 
can make an appointment and also see locations where you can get vaccinated without an appointment.  
 

You can also call the DPH Vaccine Call Center: 
• If you don’t have a computer or need help making an appointment 
• If you need transportation to a vaccination site 
• If you are homebound  

 

The number is 833-540-0473 7 days a week from 8am to 8:30pm 
Information also available in multiple languages 24/7 by calling 2-1-1 

 

You can also check with your usual healthcare provider as you may be able to be vaccinated at one of their 
facilities.  A list of facilities and providers offering vaccine is available on VaccinateLACounty.com or by 
clicking here.  

 
I just moved to LA County and my 2nd dose of vaccine is due. Where can I get my 2nd 
dose? 
Visit the appointment webpage (see instructions above) and look for a location that offers the same type 
of vaccine that you got for your first dose.  The type of vaccine is shown next to the name of the location 
on the webpage and/or in the appointment booking system. Be sure to bring your CDC vaccination card 
and Photo ID to your 2nd dose appointment. 
 
How many doses of COVID-19 vaccine will I need? 

• For the J&J/Janssen vaccine, you just need a single dose. 
• The Pfizer vaccine is given as 2 doses 21 days apart. 
• The Moderna vaccine needs 2 doses given 28 days apart.  
• If you are late getting the second dose of a 2-dose series, you do not need to start over. It is 

important to get the same kind of vaccine for both doses.  
With all 3 vaccines, you are not considered to be fully vaccinated until 2 weeks after your last vaccine. 

 
When am I considered to be fully vaccinated? 
People are considered fully vaccinated: 

• 2 weeks after their second dose in a 2-dose series (the Pfizer or Moderna vaccines), or 
• 2 weeks after a single-dose vaccine (the Johnson & Johnson/Janssen vaccine) 

If it has been less than 2 weeks since your shot, or if you still need to get your second dose, you are NOT 
fully protected. Keep taking all prevention steps until you are fully vaccinated. 
We don’t know how long the protection from the vaccine will last yet. This means we don’t know if you 
will need to get a booster dose in the future. 
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Can I get sick leave when I go to get my vaccine or if I am unable to work afterwards? 
Covered Employees in the public or private sectors who work for employers with more than 25 
employees are entitled to up to 80 hours of COVID-19 related sick leave from January 1, 2021 through 
September 30, 2021. This includes attending a vaccine appointment or being unable to work or telework 
due to vaccine-related symptoms. For more information, see the 2021 COVID-19 Supplemental Paid Sick 
Leave FAQs and poster. 
 
VACCINATION RECORDS  
 

What is the white vaccine record? 
The CDC COVID-19 Vaccination Record Card (white card) is the official proof of vaccination. Everyone 
should be given one when they are vaccinated.  Please keep it safe as it cannot be replaced. Consider 
taking a photo or making a photocopy of it. 
 
What can I do if I lose my white card? 
If you did not get a white card, or you lost it, there are 2 ways to get a copy of your official record from 
the state’s California Immunization Registry (CAIR). 

• Ask your primary care provider to look up your vaccination record in the California state 
immunization registry (CAIR) and give you a copy. 

• Request a copy of your vaccination record directly from the state immunization registry, CAIR. 
Please wait at least 2-3 weeks after you are vaccinated before making the request and know that 
this request may take an additional 2-3 weeks given the high demand. Complete the 
online Authorization To Release Form. Have a scan or photo of a current official picture ID ready 
to upload as the form must be completed in a single session. You will receive a record by email. 
The record can only be requested online and can only be provided by email. For more 
information, visit cairweb.org. 

 
Can I get a digital vaccination record? 

• The CDC white card or CAIR record is your official proof of your COVID vaccination. You may 
receive a digital record in addition to your white card as a convenience, but it may not be 
accepted at all places/companies as the official proof of vaccination. 

• Several different kinds of digital reminders and records are being used in LA County. The type 
depends on the record keeping system used by the provider who administered the vaccine. Most 
systems require the person being vaccinated to give an email address and/or cell phone number 
when they make an appointment or get vaccinated. Ask your provider when you get your vaccine 
about a digital record. 

• The Los Angeles County Department of Public Health (DPH) has partnered with Healthvana to 
provide a digital copy of the vaccination record. This is available to people who are vaccinated at 
locations in Los Angeles County that are run by  DPH, the City of Los Angeles, select community 
clinics (that are not part of a hospital system), and pharmacies. For more information on 
Healthvana and electronic records, see the DPH “After you get a vaccine” webpage. 
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ABOUT THE VACCINE 
 

How many COVID-19 vaccines are there? 
Around the world over 50 COVID-19 vaccines are being tested in humans. Three vaccines are allowed in 
the United States so far. They are made by Pfizer, Moderna, and Janssen, a company owned by Johnson 
& Johnson.   

 
How do vaccines work? 
Vaccines work by preparing your body’s natural defenses to recognize and fight off germs.  

• Some vaccines contain dead or weakened versions of the germ.  
• Others contain substances made to look like part of the germ.  
• The COVID-19 vaccines teach the body to make proteins that look like part of the germ. (See 

the question “How do the COVID-19 vaccines work?” for more information). 
 

When you get a vaccine, your immune system responds.  
It: 

• Makes antibodies. These are proteins produced naturally by the immune system to fight 
disease.  

• Prepares your immune cells to respond to future infection. 
• Remembers the disease and how to fight it. If you are exposed to the germ after getting the 

vaccine, your immune system can quickly destroy it before you become sick. 
 

This is what makes vaccines so effective. Instead of treating a disease after it happens, vaccines can 
prevent us from getting sick in the first place. 
 
How do the COVID-19 vaccines work? 
None of the COVID-19 vaccines contain the virus that causes COVID-19 in any form. All 3 COVID-19 
vaccines work by teaching our cells how to make harmless spike proteins (the crown-like spikes on the 
surface of the COVID-19 virus). Making the spike protein does not harm our cells.  

• When we are vaccinated, the spike proteins show on the surfaces of our cells. Our immune 
system sees them and knows that they don’t belong there.  

• Our bodies react by building an immune response. It makes antibodies that can act against the 
COVID-19 virus’s spike protein and it prepares immune cells. This will protect us if we are 
exposed to the virus in the future. 

 

The COVID-19 vaccines differ in how they teach our cells to make the spike protein 
• The vaccines made by Pfizer and Moderna are called mRNA vaccines. Messenger RNA (mRNA) 

is genetic material that tells our bodies how to make proteins. The mRNA in the vaccine is 
wrapped in oily bubbles (known as lipid nanoparticles or LNPs). When the mRNA enters our 
cells, it teaches them how to make copies of the spike protein. 

• The vaccine made by J&J/Janssen Is called a viral vector vaccine. It is made of genetic 
instructions (DNA) inside a ‘viral vector’ that is used to carry the DNA into our cells. (The viral 
vector is a harmless version of a common cold virus). Our cells read the genetic material and 
make mRNA, and this mRNA teaches our cells to make the spike protein.  

You can learn more on the Understanding How COVID-19 Vaccines Work CDC website.  
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What is in the vaccines? 
For a full list of ingredients, please see each vaccine’s Fact Sheet for Recipients and Caregivers: Pfizer-
BioNTech COVID-19 vaccine, Moderna COVID-19 vaccine, and J&J/Janssen COVID-19 vaccine. None of the 
vaccines contain eggs, gelatin, latex, or preservatives. 
 
Do the COVID-19 vaccines contain aborted fetal cells? 
No, none of COVID-19 vaccines authorized for use in the United States contain any fetal tissue or fetal 
cells. 

• Pfizer and Moderna did not use any fetal cell lines to develop or produce their COVID-19 
vaccines. But they did use a fetal cell line for laboratory testing before their vaccines were tested 
on people.  

• Johnson & Johnson used a fetal cell line to develop and test their COVID-19 vaccine. They also 
use it for production. The COVID-19 vaccines themselves do not contain any fetal cells.  

 

The cell lines were made in laboratories from cells from 2 abortions conducted in 1973 and 1985. None 
of the fetal cells used came from a recent abortion or from an abortion done for the sole purpose of 
vaccine development or other research. 
 

The Catholic Church has reviewed the use of fetal cells for this purpose and gone on to state that “it is 
morally acceptable to receive COVID-19 vaccines that have used cell lines from aborted fetuses in their 
research and production process.”  If this issue is of concern to you, we encourage you to review the 
document COVID-19 Vaccine and Fetal Cell Lines carefully so you can make an informed decision about 
getting vaccinated.  
 
SAFETY AND SIDE-EFFECTS 
 

Can you get COVID-19 from a vaccine? 
No. The vaccines cannot give you COVID-19. But you could have been infected before you got the vaccine 
and then started showing symptoms afterwards. It can take up to 14 days for symptoms to appear after 
you have been infected. It is also possible to get infected after you get vaccinated, because it takes time 
for your body to build immunity and, even though the vaccines are very effective, none are 100%. 
 

None of the COVID-19 vaccines have the virus that causes COVID-19 in them. The viral vector in the 
J&J/Janssen vaccine is a harmless version of a common cold virus. It can’t replicate inside our cells or cause 
illness and it cannot change our DNA in any way.  
 

Sometimes people get a fever or feel tired for a day or so after getting a vaccine. These vaccine side-effects 
are normal and are a sign that the body is building immunity.  
 
What are  common side effects of the COVID-19 vaccines? 
You may get side effects, like the ones after the flu vaccine or shingles vaccine after getting a COVID-19 
vaccine. For two-dose vaccines, side effects are more common after the second dose. These side effects 
may affect your ability to do daily activities, but they should go away within a day or two. Not everyone 
gets side effects. They may include:   

• Fever, chills, and muscle aches 
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• Headache 
• Feeling tired 
• Sore or red arm 

Side effects are normal and a sign that the vaccine is working. It shows your body is learning to fight a 
germ and build up immunity. Not everyone gets side-effects. It is important to get the second dose even 
if you get side effects after the first dose unless a vaccination provider or your doctor tells you not to. 
 

Contact your doctor if you have: 
• Vaccine side-effects that last more than 2 days, 
• Symptoms that start more than 2 days after you get the vaccine 
• Any of these symptoms: cough, shortness of breath, runny nose, sore throat, or new loss of taste 

or smell (as these are not vaccine side-effects) 
• Symptoms that get worse or worry you. 

 
Are there any serious side effects? 
As with any medicine, it is possible to have a serious allergic reaction, such as not being able to breathe. 
This reaction is very rare but if it does happen, it is usually within in first 15-30 minutes after vaccination. 
Everyone is observed after getting a COVID-19 vaccine so that healthcare providers can treat an allergic 
reaction straight away. 
 

There is a risk of a rare but serious condition involving blood clots and low platelets in people after 
receiving the Johnson & Johnson COVID-19 Vaccine. This risk is very low. This problem is rare and 
happened in about 7 per 1 million vaccinated women between 18 and 49 years old. For women 50 years 
and older and men of any age, this problem is even more rare. This problem has not been linked to the 
other two COVID-19 vaccines (Pfizer and Moderna).. 
 

For 3 weeks after receiving the vaccine, be on the lookout for possible symptoms. These include: 
• Severe or persistent headaches 
• Blurred vision 
• Shortness of breath 
• Chest pain 
• Leg swelling 
• Persistent abdominal pain 
• Easy bruising or tiny blood spots under the skin beyond the site of the injection. 

 
Are the COVID-19 vaccines likely to have any long term side effects? 
Long term side effects following any vaccination are extremely rare. Vaccine monitoring has historically 
shown that if side effects are going to happen, they generally happen within six weeks of receiving a 
vaccine dose. For this reason, the Food and Drug Administration required each of the authorized COVID-
19 vaccines to be studied for at least two months (eight weeks) after the final dose. CDC continues to 
closely monitor COVID-19 vaccines. If scientists find a connection between a safety issue and a vaccine, 
FDA and the vaccine manufacturer will work toward an appropriate solution to address the specific 
safety concern (for example, a problem with a specific lot, a manufacturing issue, or the vaccine itself). 
This is what is happened after safety monitoring detected an unusual type of blood clot with low 
platelets in women who received the J&J vaccine (see above).  
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If I get an adverse reaction (possible side effect) after I am vaccinated, how should I 
report it? 
If you have an adverse event (possible side effect) after you are vaccinated, even if you aren't sure that 
the vaccine caused it, please report it to VAERS. The Vaccine Adverse Event Reporting System is an early 
warning system that the FDA and CDC use to detect possible safety problems. To make a report, call 1-
800-822-7967 or visit https://vaers.hhs.gov/reportevent.html.   
 

If you have signed up for V-Safe, CDC’s after vaccination health checker, you can also report your 
symptoms through the smart phone app.  
 

Neither VAERS nor V-safe provide medical advice. If you have symptoms or health problems that concern 
you at any time following COVID-19 vaccination, please contact your healthcare provider or seek medical 
treatment. 

 
Will getting the vaccine cause me to test positive on a COVID-19 test? 
No. Vaccines won’t cause you to test positive on a PCR or antigen viral test (like the swab test) that looks 
for current COVID-19 infection. You may test positive on some antibody (blood) tests. This is because one 
of the ways that vaccines work is to teach your body to make antibodies. 

 

See the public health testing webpage ph.lacounty.gov/covidtests to learn more about COVID-19 tests. 
 
WHO CAN GET THE VACCINE? 
 
If I have already had COVID-19, do I still need to get vaccinated? 
Yes. You do need the vaccine even if you have had COVID-19. We don’t yet know how long you are 
protected after you have had COVID-19, so it is important to have the vaccine to strengthen your 
immunity. It is safe to get the vaccine after getting COVID-19 but you should wait until after your isolation 
period is over. This is so that you don’t infect healthcare workers and others when you go to get 
vaccinated. If you have had monoclonal antibody or convalescent treatment, you should wait for 90 days 
before getting a COVID-19 vaccine. 
 
Can children get the COVID-19 vaccine? 
No. People under the age of 16 cannot get COVID-19 vaccine at this time. There isn’t enough information 
available yet about the use of these vaccines in children. People age 16 and 17 can get the Pfizer vaccine. 
The Moderna and J&J/Janssen vaccines are for people 18 and older. 

 
Can people with weak immune systems get a COVID-19 vaccine? 
Yes. People with weak immune systems may be at higher risk of getting COVID-19 and more likely to 
become very sick. They can get any of the 3 vaccines but are advised to talk to their doctor about the best 
time to be vaccinated. The vaccine studies included some people with weak immune systems, such as 
cancer and stable HIV and their side effects were not different. But we don’t know how well the vaccines 
will work for people with weak immune systems compared to people with normal immune systems. 

 
  

May 17, 2021 CC/SA Agenda

Page 92 of 105

http://www.publichealth.lacounty.gov/media/Coronavirus/vaccine/index.htm
https://vaers.hhs.gov/reportevent.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/vaccines/safety/vsafe.html#anchor_1607560764339
http://publichealth.lacounty.gov/acd/ncorona2019/covidtests/


Can people with allergies get a COVID-19 vaccine? 
It depends.  

• People who are allergic to things like oral medication, food, pets, or pollen, or people who have 
a family history of allergies, can be vaccinated.  

• But people who have had an allergic reaction to a vaccine, injectable therapy, polyethylene 
glycol (PEG), or polysorbate should talk to their doctor to decide if it is safe for them to get 
vaccinated.  

• There is a small risk of severe allergic reaction with any vaccine. 
• Everyone is observed for allergic reactions after getting a COVID-19 vaccine. 

Information about allergic reactions may change. Be sure to check the latest guidance on the 
CDC COVID-19 Vaccines and Allergic Reactions webpage and talk to your doctor.   

 
Can pregnant women get the vaccine? 
Yes. Pregnant women can choose to receive any of the 3 vaccines, but it is a personal decision, and they 
may want to talk it through with their doctor. 

• Pregnant women who get COVID-19 are more likely to get severely ill than women who are not 
pregnant. They may also be more likely to get pregnancy complications like preterm birth 
compared to pregnant women without COVID-19. 

• There is limited information about the safety of COVID-19 vaccines during pregnancy as 
pregnant women were not included in the vaccine studies. However, based on what we know 
about how these vaccines work, experts do not believe they pose a risk. 

o Pregnant women were not enrolled in the studies, but animal studies did not show any 
safety concerns.  

o The same vector in the J&J/Janssen vaccine was used in pregnant women in other trials 
and found to be safe for both mother and infant. 

o Many pregnant women who have received the vaccine are being monitored and so far, 
no safety concerns have been identified. 

 
Can women who are breastfeeding get the vaccine? 
Yes. Lactating women were not included in the vaccine studies so there are no data on the safety of COVID-
19 vaccines in these women or the effects of the vaccines on the breastfed infant or milk production. 
However, based on what we know about how these vaccines work, they are not thought to be a risk for 
the mother or baby. Women who are breastfeeding may choose to be vaccinated. 
 
PROTECTING MYSELF AND OTHERS 
 

What if I get symptoms of COVID-19 after I have been vaccinated? 
You should get tested and stay home and away from others if you have:  

• Vaccine side-effects that last more than 2 days 
• Symptoms that start more than 2 days after you get the vaccine 
• Cough, shortness of breath, runny nose, sore throat, or new los of taste or smell – these 

symptoms are NOT side effects of the vaccine 
It is still important to watch out for symptoms of COVID-19 even if you have been vaccinated, especially if 
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you’ve been around someone who is sick.  
 
Why do we need a vaccine if we can do other things, like social distance and wear 
masks? 
We need to do as much as we can to stop the pandemic. Vaccines boost your immune system so it will be 
ready to fight the virus if you are exposed. Other steps, like masks and social distancing, help lower your 
chance of being exposed to or spreading the virus. Together, these tools offer the best protection. 
 
What can I do now to help protect myself from getting COVID-19 until it is my turn to get 
a vaccine? 

To protect yourself and others, follow these recommendations: 
• Cover your mouth and nose with a mask when you are around others. 
• Avoid crowds and poorly ventilated spaces (outside or well-ventilated spaces are safer). 
• Stay at least 6 feet away from others. 
• Wash your hands often.  

See guidance for reducing your risk. You should do this even after you are fully vaccinated. 
 
Can I stop wearing a mask once I am vaccinated? 
 

For more information see the document ‘If i am fully vaccinated, when can i go without a mask? 
 
If I am vaccinated and am exposed to someone who has COVID-19, do I need to 
quarantine? 
If you do not have symptoms and you are fully vaccinated you do not need to quarantine or get tested 
(unless you live in a group setting like a correctional or detention facility or group home). But you must 
monitor your health for symptoms of COVID-19 for 14 days and continue to protect yourself and others. 
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Myth 1: The vaccine was developed too fast – I don’t think they know enough about it. 

The Facts: These vaccines could be made fast and still be safe for three simple reasons.   

• There was a lot of research done on the kind of virus that causes COVID-19 before this virus
showed up.  So scientists had a big head start about the kind of vaccine that would work
best to fight this virus.

• A lot of government money was spent to get many companies to work on this vaccine and
to put all of their scientists to work on it around the clock. That helped speed everything up.

• While every step that has to be followed to make a new vaccine and be sure it is safe was
followed, some of the steps were done at the same time instead of one after another. It is
like cooking several parts of a meal at once instead of cooking one course at a time.  You get
done sooner but it’s just as good.

In fact, the two vaccines that have been approved to protect against COVID-19 were studied 
on more than 70,000 volunteers, including adults of all ages and different racial and ethnic 
groups, and were found to work very well and be equally safe for all. 

Myth 2: Only 1% of people who get COVID-19 die of it.  Won’t the vaccine kill more people than that? 

The Facts: COVID-19 is a lethal disease. Seasonal flu can be very dangerous but it kills about one person 
in every thousand infected, while COVID-19 kills one out of a hundred people who are 
infected. No one has died from the two approved vaccines.  

• Some people wonder if that could be just because volunteers who took part in vaccine trials
were not tracked for long enough for us to know if there will be deaths.  It’s true that we
only have 3 months of experience watching people who got these vaccines, but we do have
experience with other vaccines and the vast majority of ill effects show up within hours or
days. There is no basis for believing we will see something different here.

Myth 3: The vaccines can make you sick with COVID 19 

The Facts: The current vaccines don’t include the virus in any form – no live virus, no weakened virus, no 
dead virus.  You just cannot get the disease from the vaccine. 

• Some other vaccines use the virus they are fighting in some form to charge up an immune
response. The current COVID-19 vaccines do not work that way so there is no way that they
could give you COVID-19.

• It is possible to catch the disease in the first few days after your vaccination before the
vaccine has a chance to work, but that would not mean you got sick from the vaccine.  For
most people, the vaccine needs 7 days before it starts to work.  And both these vaccines
require a second dose before a person is fully protected from getting sick from the virus.

It is easy to be confused about this, because you might feel some side effects for a while after 
getting the vaccine. In fact, about half of the volunteers who tested these vaccines 
experienced some side effects: most of these effects were mild and did not require any 
treatment or change in daily activity and lasted for 1-2 days. What they were feeling was not 
COVID-19, however, not even a mild case of COVID-19. They were feeling the symptoms of an 
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immune response, which means that the vaccine was at work developing antibodies to 
protect them from COVID-19. 

 
Myth 4: These vaccines use genetic material to fight the virus. That means they can affect our genes. 
 

The Facts:   These vaccines do use genetic material, called mRNA (that stands for “messenger” RNA) to 
fight the virus but it doesn’t do anything to your genes.   

• Just as its name says, mRNA works like a messenger. In this case, the mRNA used in the 
vaccine tells your body to make a protein that kicks your immune system into action.  The 
mRNA lets your body get a message from the virus without having to run into the virus 
directly.  

• But it doesn’t affect your genes. Keep in mind that you encounter genetic material from other 
plants and animals all the time, when you eat them. Your body breaks them down into their 
basic chemicals, using the proteins and fats and carbohydrates they contain to give you 
energy and make your cells work.   

 

Like the food you eat, the mRNA you get in a vaccine does have an affect on your health, but it 
doesn’t change your genes or your DNA.   

 
Myth 5: They say that childhood vaccines can cause autism – don’t these vaccines contain dangerous 

chemicals that can have serious health effects? 
 

The Facts: Not true on either count. Childhood vaccines are one of the best and safest protections 
against dangerous diseases that have been developed and these vaccines have been carefully 
tested for safety as well. 

• First about the autism scare – it was started by an English doctor who was later shown to be 
a fraud. The lie lived on because some celebrities bought in and ran with it. The result?  
Millions of dollars wasted on proving the truth over and over (for example, one study 
looked at every single baby born in Denmark for 8 years and showed there was absolutely 
no link). Even so, some scared parents still avoid vaccines and we see deadly outbreaks of 
diseases we could totally prevent.  

• The list of ingredients in the COVID vaccines is pretty simple –  mRNA, plus some fats (called 
“lipids,” which is another word for fats) plus some salt and sugar to stabilize the mix.  You 
can actually find the ingredients on the Food and Drug Administration’s COVID-19 vaccine 
website. Nothing you’ll see is out of the ordinary. 

 
Myth 6:   The vaccine contains a micro chip that can be used to track my movements. 
 

The Facts:   The vaccine does not contain any kind of tracking device whatsoever.  

• This story seems to have spread on the Internet based on a Facebook post that said Bill 
Gates was planning to use a microchip to identify people who have been tested for COVID-
19. In fact, Mr. Gates had commented on a research study that had nothing to do with 
COVID-19 and nothing to do with anything being implanted. The study was about a method 
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to be sure who has gotten vaccinated in countries that have high death rates from vaccine 
preventable diseases and poor health data systems. Like the story about autism, this is a 
story that is hard to stop even after it has been debunked over and over. 

 
Myth  7:   The vaccine is being pushed on people against their will.   
 

The Facts:  Getting the vaccine is totally voluntary. Doctors and public health officials are trying to 
provide people with good information on the safety and effectiveness of these vaccines so 
that they can make an informed decision when it is their turn to be offered the vaccine. No 
one is required to get vaccinated. 

 
Myth 8:    You can’t trust the people who made these vaccines.  Big Pharma –the people who developed 

these vaccines, are just out to make money, and they pay doctors to say their products are 
safe.  

 

The Facts:   While there are terrible examples of drug companies putting profit before safety  (for 
example, by aggressively promoting highly addictive opioid painkillers),  the process for 
developing these vaccines and the make-up of the products themselves has been  
transparent, with more information available to independent scientists than ever before. 

• The development of these vaccines has been carried out in the public eye. In fact, reviews 
of vaccine safety and efficacy (a term used to mean that the vaccines work) have been 
published for anyone to read. That means you or your doctor can read the reviews and 
decide whether the research seems solid and the findings are believable.  

• The people reviewing the research include medical leaders from diverse settings all over the 
country and observers (non-voting members) representing a wide range of medical groups, 
including some that have fought hard against medical racism. They have not been paid for 
this work – they have been involved to verify the quality of the research and to assure that 
equity is protected throughout the process. For a list of names of the reviewers and the 
places they work, visit the Advisory Committee on Immunization Practices (ACIP) website. 
You can learn more about these people by looking them up online. 

• Doctors do not make extra money for giving vaccines. They are paid for a medical visit, 
same as any other primary care visit.  

 
Myth 9:  Black and Latinx communities are being singled out to get the vaccine because it hasn’t really 

been proven to be safe. 
 

The facts:   There are certainly historical reasons for Black and Latinx communities to fear being singled 
out. The concern is justified because people of color and marginalized groups have, in the 
past, been coerced and subjugated to participating in drug trials and medical procedures 
without informed consent, patient protections, or ethical practices.  That is not the case here, 
however. Black and Latinx communities have not been singled out to get the vaccine.  But 
groups are being offered the vaccine based on the risks faced by the people in the group.  So, 
the answer is NO to singling anyone out but YES, Black and Latinx communities could be 
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offered the vaccines earlier than other communities where infection, hospitalization and 
death rates have not been as high. 
Consider the following: 

• The two vaccines now available were tested on diverse populations. In fact, efforts were 
made to assure inclusion of Black and Latinx volunteers in proportions equal to their 
proportion in the population just to make sure there weren’t factors that would make a 
vaccine less effective or less safe in either of those groups. A big effort was made to include 
members of those groups, to assure that they would not be victims of medical neglect, 
which is the other side of the coin in regard to medical racism. 

• The very top priority for getting vaccinated now that the vaccines are available are frontline 
workers in healthcare. This includes clinical staff such as doctors, nurses, and therapists as 
well as people who work in other areas like laboratories and hospital environmental 
services. They are prioritized because they are at higher risk of being exposed to the virus 
and they are critical to keeping other people alive. These same criteria are being used to 
decide who is next in line, as we need to prioritize vaccinating some people before others 
while there is limited supply of the vaccine. Once there is plenty of vaccine available, 
everyone who wants to get vaccinated should have easy access to the vaccine.   

• There is good reason for Black and Latinx communities to demand equal and early access to 
vaccination. Black and Latinx residents, along with Native Americans and Native Hawaiians, 
have been most likely to be infected (often as a result of poor working or living conditions), 
most likely to require hospitalization if infected, and most likely to die from COVID-19. 
They‘re also the communities that suffer most severe consequences if illness excludes them 
from the workforce. If you see billboards or hear advertising encouraging Black and Latinx 
residents of LA to opt for vaccination, it reflects these concerns. LA wants those who have 
been hardest hit to have the opportunity to be vaccinated as soon as possible.  

 

The stakes for Black and Latinx residents of LA are high.  Please read what you can about the 
vaccines from reliable sources and talk to well-informed people you trust – your doctor, a 
science teacher you know, a pharmacist – and ask them to respond to your questions and 
concerns. Your questions are important and deserve to be answered by knowledgeable and 
trusted individuals.   

 
Myth 10:   I don’t need the vaccine if I already had COVID-19. 
 

The Facts:   We don’t know how long natural immunity – the immunity you get from having been sick – 
lasts. We also don’t know if it is complete.  There have been a few well-documented cases of 
people being infected twice.  So even if you have had COVID-19 and recovered, you will 
benefit from the vaccine. 
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Whenever there is a health crisis, scammers will find ways to cheat people out of their 
money. During the coronavirus pandemic, they are taking advantage of fear, anxiety, and 
confusion about COVID-19. They sell things that don’t work, charge money for things that are 
free, and steal personal information.   

Scammers are targeting local residents with new, vaccine-related schemes. Beware! 

If someone offers to sell you an appointment to be vaccinated, it’s a scam. 
• While vaccine supplies are limited, vaccine is being offered to groups of people at different times. Visit

VaccinateLACounty.com to see which group you are in, and when you will be offered vaccine.
• If you are in a group that is currently being offered vaccine, talk to your doctor or visit VaccinateLACounty.com to

make an appointment. Individuals who do not have internet access or who need help can call 1-833-540-0473
between 8am-8:30pm for assistance making an appointment.

• There is no “vaccine waiting list” and you cannot pay to get an appointment.

If someone offers to sell you a vaccine, get you a special, low cost deal, or get you the vaccine 
under the table, it’s a scam. 
COVID-19 vaccine is given at no cost and regardless of immigration status.  

• You will not be charged a fee or co-pay to receive a COVID-19 vaccine. The doctor or pharmacy may charge a fee
for giving the vaccine, but it should be paid by public and private insurance companies. People without health
insurance can get COVID-19 vaccines for free.

• You will NOT be asked about your immigration status when you get a COVID vaccine. Your medical information is
private. Your doctor is not allowed to share it with immigration officials.

• Visit the Los Angeles County Office of Immigrant Affairs COVID-19 page for updates on COVID-19 for immigrant
residents.

If you receive an offer to buy a vaccine and have it sent to you directly, it’s a scam.  
• There are no “secret” sources of a vaccine that can be purchased. If anything is sent, it will not be an authentic.

Scammers are everywhere. 
Scammers work online, on social media, or on the street. They may call, text, message, or email you. They may even 
approach you on the street or knock on your door offering a vaccine or an appointment to get vaccinated. 

Look out for these RED FLAGs or warning signs that something might be a scam. 
• You are contacted and asked to respond straight away with your personal or financial information. This might be

your Social Security, bank account or credit card number, Medi-Cal or Medicare details. NEVER share these or
other personal information.

• You receive an offer to buy a vaccine, and have it mailed to you.  There are no “secret” sources of a vaccine that
can be purchased. If anything is sent, it will not be the real vaccine.

• You see ads for fake vaccines or “miracle cures” using vitamins or other dietary supplements. Scammers promote
these even though they have not been proven to work. The FDA has issued warning letters to many companies
for selling products that claim to prevent, treat, or cure COVID-19.
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If anyone that isn’t well known in your community (like a doctor, a health care clinic, a pharmacy, a county health 
program) offers you a vaccine – think twice. Visit VaccinateLACounty.com or check with your doctor. 

Don’t let the scammers win! 

  

Stay up to date – with trusted information 
Beware of fake news and hoaxes as well as COVID-19 scams 

   COVID-19 Vaccine 
• Visit VaccinateLACounty.com and sign-up for the COVID-19 Vaccine Email Newsletter  

COVID-19 
• Visit ph.lacounty.gov/media/Coronavirus, sign up for press releases, or follow us @lapublichealth  
• Visit the County’s COVID-19 webpage covid19.lacounty.gov 
• Check the CDC’s website cdc.gov/coronavirus   

 

Scam Alerts 
    Stay up to date on the latest scams and precautions you and your family should take.    

• Learn about recent scams from the Los Angeles County Consumer and Business Affairs' consumer alerts 
• Visit the Los Angeles County Office of Immigrant Affairs COVID-19 webpage 
• Sign up for the American Association of Retired Persons (AARP) Fraud Alerts Watch 
• Sign up to receive the Federal Trade Commission’s consumer alerts 

 
Learn about other common COVID-19 Scams and Fraud by visiting ph.lacounty.gov/hccp/covidscams. 

 

Get Help 
▪ Find a doctor: call 2-1-1 the LA County information line or visit the 211LA website.  
▪ Find resources like food, medicines, and other essential supplies : call 2-1-1 or visit the 211LA website, or 

the Public Health resource webpage. 
▪ Report a possible COVID-19 scam and get help trying to get your money back: contact the LA County 

Department of Consumer and Business Affairs (DCBA): dcba.lacounty.gov or 800-593-8222. 
▪ Report suspicious claims being made about vaccines, testing or treatment products: report to the FTC 

at ftc.gov/complaint  
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The Department of Mental Health supports the wellbeing of our County family, friends and 
colleagues.  When you hear, read, or watch news about an outbreak of an infectious 
disease, you may feel anxious and show signs of stress. These signs of stress are normal 
During an infectious disease outbreak, care for your own physical and mental health and
reach out in kindness to those affected by the situation.

WHAT YOU CAN DO TO HELP COPE WITH EMOTIONAL DISTRESS

1. Manage Your Stress
• Stay informed.  Refer to credible sources for updates on the local situation.

• Stay focused on your personal strengths.

• Maintain a routine.

• Make time to relax and rest.

2. Be Informed and Inform Your Family
• Become familiar with local medical and mental health resources in your

community.

• Avoid sharing unconfirmed news about the infectious disease to avoid
creating unnecessary fear and panic.

• Give honest age-appropriate information to children and remember to stay
calm; children often feel what you feel.

3. Connect with Your Community online or through the phone
• Keep contact with family and friends through social messaging or through

phone calls

• Join community and/or faith group online chat groups

• Accept help from family, friends, co-workers and clergy.

• Reach out to neighbors and friends with special needs who may need your
help.

4. Reach Out and Help while maintaining necessary social distancing
guidelines
• If you know someone affected by the outbreak, call them to see how they are

doing, and remember to keep their confidentiality.

• Consider an act of kindness for those who have been asked to practice social
distancing, such as having a meal delivered

5. Be Sensitive
• Avoid blaming anyone or assuming someone has the disease because of the

way they look or where they or their families come from.

• An infectious disease is not connected to any racial or ethnic group; speak up
in kindness when you hear false rumors or negative stereotypes that foster
racism and xenophobia.

Consider seeking professional help if you or a loved one is having difficulty coping.

 Coping with Stress During Infectious Disease Outbreaks that 
require social distancing  

A Reference for Maintaining Mental Health & Well-Being 

Be Proactive! 

1. Stay informed with
information from credible
sources.

2. Stay connected with
friends, family, and
community groups.

3. Keep a positive attitude
and outlook.

Resources 

Los Angeles County  
Department of Mental Health 
Access Center 24/7 Helpline 
(800) 854-7771
(562) 651-2549 TDD/TTY 
https://dmh.lacounty.gov

Los Angeles County 
Department of Public Health: 
http://publichealth.lacounty.gov/
media/Coronavirus/  
or call 2-1-1 for more information 

http://publichealth.lacounty.gov/media/Coronavirus/
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To: Mayor Sylvia Ballin and Councilmembers 
  
From:  Vice Mayor Mary Mendoza  
   
Date:  May 17, 2021 
 
Subject: Consideration of a Request for a Report on Fireworks Enforcement  

RECOMMENDATION: 
 
I have placed this on the agenda for City Council to consider directing staff to prepare a report to 
City Council regarding fireworks enforcement activities.  
 
Information requested includes, but is not limited to, how often website submissions are 
monitored, how the report submissions are used, how many citations have been issued, what 
information is needed to submit a website report, including a demonstration of the website 
application, response to individual submitting the report, confidentiality of reporting party, etc.   

 
BUDGET IMPACT: 
 
There is no impact to the budget by discussing this item.  Additional future costs to be determined 
based on City Council direction. 
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