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WHAT IS THE HOUSING ELEMENT?
• One of the 7 required elements in the City’s General Plan

• Provides an assessment of the City’s housing needs and how 
best to accommodate the housing needs of existing and 
future residents

• Sets citywide goals, objectives and policies for housing, and 
identifies housing conditions and needs within the 
community

• Must be updated every 8 years according to statutory 
deadline. Los Angeles County – October 15, 2021

• Must be reviewed for compliance by State Department of 
Housing and Community Development (HCD)



HOUSING ELEMENT REQUIREMENTS
• Accommodate projected housing demand, as mandated by the 

State (RHNA)

• Increase housing production to meet this demand

• Preserve existing affordable housing

• Improve the safety, quality and condition of existing housing

• Facilitate the development of housing for all income levels and 
household types including special needs populations

• Promote fair housing choices for all
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Overview of 
the City of 
San Fernando
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Sites Inventory
Identification of Opportunity Sites for Housing

Initial Selection Criteria – First Pass
Select sites based on;

Physical Site Characteristics
 Lot Size
 Year Built
 Current Land Use (especially vacant)

Underutilization / Potential for 
Redevelopment
 Improvement Ratio (value of buildings / value of land)
 Residual Lot Area, Floor Area Ratio, and/or Height

Specific Opportunities
 Specific Plan Areas
 Accessory Dwelling Units in Single-Family areas

Initial Selection Criteria – Second Pass 

Exclude Site based on;

Hazards and Environmental Conditions
 Seismic Hazards
 FEMA Flood Risk
 CalFire Fire Risk
 Evacuation Routes

Note: these also relate to the Public Safety Element
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