
California Conference of Directors of
Environmental Health

Safe Surplus Food Toolkit (guidance for food
facilities)

Safe Surplus Food Donation Toolkit (guidance
for environmental health departments)

Food Donation Resources from the Public
Health Alliance of Southern California

TAll food donations must meet the food safety
requirements of the California Retail Food Code.

Toolkits and Resources are provided on on safe
surplus food donation and food safety, please
visit: 

Edible
Food

Recovery
https://calrecycle.ca.gov/

https://calrecycle.ca.gov/organics/slcp
/foodrecovery/

https://calrecycle.ca.gov/organics/slcp/f
aq/foodrecovery/#orgs-services

Resources FAQ's

Can I be held liable for donating food? 
The California Good Samaritan Food
Donation Act (state) and the Bill
Emerson Good Samaritan Food
Donation Act (National) offers
protection as long as the foods being
donated are handled in a safe and
sanitary manner.

What foods can be donated? 
Almost anything you serve or sell can
be donated, including meats and dairy
even if they are close to their expiration
date. There are a few exceptions such
as, “homemade foods” (without a valid
health permit), baby food and infant
formula that has exceeded its
expiration date or specially processed
foods (e.g. Reduced Oxygen Packaged),
but you can learn more about these
items from Environmental Health. 

Would an arrangement for food
recovery that is not a contract or
written agreement be acceptable for
compliance?

SB 1383’s regulations require
commercial edible food generators to
establish a contract or written
agreement with a food recovery
organization or a food recovery service
for food recovery. Requiring a contract
or written agreement with supporting
documentation of the contract or
written agreement is critical to ensure
that edible food is recovered in a safe,
professional, and reliable manner.
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3.

Detailed information and valuable
resources for commercial
businesses to initiate the

development of an Edible Food
Recovery Program will be available

on the CalRecycle website.

https://www.ccdeh.com/content.aspx?page_id=0&club_id=909133#gsc.tab=0
https://phasocal.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/02/Safe-Surplus-Food-Donation-Toolkit_Version-2_Jan-2018.pdf
https://phasocal.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/02/Safe-Surplus-Food-Donation-BMPs-for-EH_Version-2_Jan-2018.pdf
https://phasocal.org/healthy-food-systems/resources/
https://www.cdph.ca.gov/Programs/CEH/DFDCS/CDPH%20Document%20Library/FDB/FoodSafetyProgram/RetailFood/CALIFORNIA%20RETAIL%20FOOD%20CODE%202020.pdf
https://www.ccdeh.com/content.aspx?page_id=0&club_id=909133#gsc.tab=0
https://phasocal.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/02/Safe-Surplus-Food-Donation-Toolkit_Version-2_Jan-2018.pdf
https://phasocal.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/02/Safe-Surplus-Food-Donation-BMPs-for-EH_Version-2_Jan-2018.pdf
https://phasocal.org/healthy-food-systems/resources/
https://calrecycle.ca.gov/
https://calrecycle.ca.gov/organics/slcp/foodrecovery/
https://calrecycle.ca.gov/organics/slcp/faq/foodrecovery/#orgs-services

